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1.
It is recalled that, at its sixty-fourth session, the Inland Transport Committee adopted resolution No. 250 on measures to promote inland water transport, annexed to which is the text of the Plan of Action for the implementation of decisions taken by the Pan-European Conference on Inland Water Transport, held in Rotterdam on 5 and 6 September 2001.  In particular, the Plan includes action “to prepare, with the help of voluntary Governments concerned, proposals on the development of concrete river-sea routes in the context of the AGN Agreement (such as:  River Don‑Azove Sea‑Black Sea‑Dnieper‑Danube; or Guadalquivir‑coastal route E 60‑River Douro‑River Gironde‑River Loire‑River Seine (E 80), etc.).  These projects would have to set conditions and requirements concerning both sea-river routes themselves (their equipment with necessary aids to navigation, obligatory use of River Information Services, etc.) and vessels which can be used on those routes”.
2.
On invitation by the secretariat the delegation of the Russian Federation agreed to prepare relevant proposal on one of the above-mentioned routs:  River Don-Azove Sea-Black Sea-Dnieper-Danube.  It is envisaged, in cooperation with our Ukrainian colleagues, to draft a paper which would spell out: (i) the general character of the route; (ii) specific requirements for vessels essential for ensuring the safety of navigation at the coastal area; as well as (iii) types of existing sea-river vessels which could be used on this particular route, and present this paper for consideration by the Working Party on Inland Water Transport.
3.
In our view, the preparation of such a paper should be undertaken along with the development within UNECE of unified technical requirements for sea-river vessels which finally could become an appendix to technical prescriptions set out in the annex to resolution No. 17, revised.  This would allow to exempt sea-river vessels, navigating within coastal waters with due regard to navigation season and expected wave heights, from a number of unreasonably rigid conventional provisions set up for high-seas ships.  Should the Working Party agrees with this idea the Russian Federation could undertake the preparation, within the Group of volunteers on amendment of resolution No.17, revised, of a specific appendix containing draft technical requirements for sea-river vessels based on existing Rules for the Classification and Construction of Vessels of Mixed Navigation, of the Russian River Register.
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