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REGULATIONS AND GENERAL DATA ON RAIL TUNNEL SAFETY

Question 1


Are there any legislation, regulations, recommendations on safety in rail tunnels in your country (dealing with geometry, infrastructure, equipment, signalling, operation, traffic, train operator education and training, etc.)? If yes, please give details and provide all documents.

1.
Basic provisions for management and maintenance of railway tunnels in Slovakia (The Railways of Slovak Republic) are contained in the regulation S 6 " MANAGEMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF TUNNELS".

Provisions on safety and protection of health at work in railway tunnels are entirely contained in regulations OP 16, OP 16/3 and M 16/1.

SERVICE MANUAL SR 106 /S/ contains the most important regulations for management of railway tunnels. This manual is divided in four chapters:

A.   Basic terms and special tunnel terminology.

B.   Supervisory activity

· Organization and service of periodical inspections

· Principles for early detection of defects and haywire in railway tunnels.

C.   Activity of consulting engineers per investor (Tasks and responsibilities of operators during reparation and reconstruction of railway tunnels, tunnel facilities). This section covers shelter spaces, orientation stripes, yellow-black stripes, orientation arrows and emergency lighting for safe movement and shelter operators in tunnel.

D.   Estimation of internal area of tunnel tube

Regulation Ž11 "GENERAL PRINCIPLES AND TECHNICAL TERMS ON MODERNIZING TRACKS ŽSR GAUGE 1435 MILIMETRE" hold for modernizing track to speed 160 km/h. 

Question 2
Do you consider the above texts sufficient? If not, please give details.

There is no other regulation or recommendation dealing with safety in railway tunnels. 

Question 3

Is your authority considering any changes in the above texts? If yes, please give details and provide the current drafts.

It would not be a problem to incorporate comments of the Ad hoc Multidisciplinary Group of Experts on safety in railway tunnels to our regulations.

Question 4


Does your country classify rail tunnels, or envisage doing so in future, by the risk of accident associated with them? If yes, please provide details and documents.

No, railway tunnels are not classified according to risk of accident or damage. Tunnels on corridor routes are however monitored more than tunnels on regional tracks. 

Question 5

Please provide any existing data and statistics on fires, accidents, and breakdowns in rail tunnels in your country.

ŽSR (The Railways of Slovak Republic) manage in total 76 railway tunnels, of which 11 are longer than 1000 metres. These are:

	Tunnel
	Length
	Inauguration
	Number of tracks

	Bujanovský
	3.410 m
	1955
	2

	Čremošniansky
	4.697 m
	1939
	1

	Jablonovský
	3.162 m
	1949
	1

	Bralský
	3.011 m
	1931
	1

	Pod Poľanou
	2.423 m
	1927
	1

	Slavošovský
	2.400 m
	1947
	1

	Pod Dielikom
	2.002 m
	1949
	1

	Grehelský I.
	1.300 m
	1938
	1

	Švermovský
	1.239 m
	1935
	1

	Banskoštiavnický
	1.194 m
	1949
	1

	Japenský  I.
	1.134 m
	1939
	1


No fire, accident or breakdown was recorded on any of these tunnels in the last 40 years. 

_________ 

























































































































