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REPORT
ATTENDANCE

1. The Working Party on Rail Transport held its fifty-third session from
6 to 8 Cctober 1999. The session was held under the Chairnmanship of

M. E. Kosteas (Greece). Representatives of the follow ng ECE nenber States
participated: Belgium Croatia; Czech Republic; Finland; France; Germany;
Greece; Hungary; Italy, Lithuania, Netherlands; Poland; Portugal; Russian
Federation; Slovakia; Slovenia; Switzerland and Turkey. The Conmi ssion of the
Eur opean Community (CEC) was al so represented. Representatives of the
follow ng intergovernnental organizations also took part in the session
Organi zation for Co-operation between Railways (0OSzZhD); |ntergovernnent al
Organi zation for International Carriage by Rail (OTlIF). The follow ng non-
governnmental organi zations were present: International Union of Railways

(U C; International Union of Conbined Road/Rail Transport Conpanies (U RR)

ADOPTI ON CF THE AGENDA

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 191.

2. The Working Party adopted the agenda as circulated in docunent
TRANS/ SC. 2/ 191.

ACTI VI TIES OF ECE BODI ES AND | NTERNATI ONAL ORGANI ZATI ONS OF | NTEREST TO THE
WORKI NG PARTY

(a) Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Europe

Docunent ati on: E/ 1999/ 37-E/ ECE/ 1374.

3. The Working Party was informed about the results of the fifty-fourth
session of the Econonic Conm ssion for Europe (4-6 May 1999) particularly in
the fields of Transport and Environnent and the Sout h-East European Co-
operative Initiative (SECI).

(b) Inland Transport Conmittee

Docunent ati on: ECE/ TRANS/ 128 and Add. 1.

4, The Working Party was acquainted with the activities which had been
dealt with at the sixty-first session of the Inland Transport Conmittee (8-11
February 1999) to the extent that they are related to the area of work of
interest to the Working Party as contained in paras. 65-74 of the Conmittee's
report.

5. The Working Party was infornmed that, at its sixty-first session, the
Conmittee adopted the resolution on the reduction of border stopping tinmes for
shuttle trains in international traffic, as reproduced in annex 1 to its
report (ECE/ TRANS/ 128, paras. 71-73) (see also paras. 24-26 of this report).

6. Fol | owi ng the recommendation of the Inland Transport Committee (1TC).
the Wirking Party agreed to cooperate with the Working Party on Custons
Questions Affecting Transport (WP.30) in the field of facilitation of border
crossing procedures for railway transport. In this connection, the SC. 2 asked
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the secretariat to convene an informal group including the SC. 2 and WP. 30
bureaux by the end of the year, in order to develop a programme of work on
this topic and to reach practical and achi evabl e sol uti ons.

Not e: Text underlined indicates a decision taken during the session

7. The representative of OTIF briefed the Wirking Party on the results of
their fifth General Assenbly, held in Vilnius, 26 May-3 June 1999, and
particularly on the signature of the 1999 Protocol, which nodifies the 1980
COTl F Convention. In accordance with this Protocol, which will enter into
force in about 4 years, it is expected that OTIF will play a nore active role
in border-crossing facilitation, particularly putting in place a new Rai l
Facilitation Comittee.

8. Fol l owi ng the recommendation of the ITC, the Wirking Party agreed to
exam ne the question concerning working hours of railway personnel and its
inpact on the operation of international through trains. In this connection
the SC2 asked the secretariat to address the European Conm ssion (EC), the
International Union of Railways (U C and the Conmunity of FEuropean Railways
(CCFE) in order to collect information on the studies and initiatives already
made, and to convene subsequently an infornmal group including the SC. 2 bureau
and representatives fromthe EC, the U C and the CCFE, in order to develop a
programme of work on this topic.

(c) | TC subsidiary bodies

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ WP. 24/ 83; TRANS/ WP. 24/ 85; TRANS/ WP. 6/ 135

9. The Working Party was informed about the interest of the Working Party

on Conbi ned Transport in exanmning the difficulties that railways' practices

maybe i nposing on the devel opnent of conbined transport (see also paras. 65-

68) and the activities of data collection carried out by the Working Party on
Transport Statistics (see al so paras. 46-49).

10. The Working Party exam ned the new version of the railway tables
contained in the annual bulletin on transport statistics, and asked
Governnents to send their comments to the secretariat by 15 of Novenber.

FOLLOWM UP TO THE REG ONAL CONFERENCE ON TRANSPORT AND THE ENVI RONVENT

Docunent ati on: JMIE/ 1998/ 4.

11. The Working Party was informed about the results of the Second Joint
Meeting on Transport and the Environnent (Geneva, 6 July 1999), and
particularly about its purpose to organise a neeting of national focal points,
| ead actors and other experts in January 2000 to assist the Joint Meeting in
the tasks of identifying key priorities in the Programme of Joint Action
establishing, on the basis of those priorities, a revolving work plan, provide
gui dance for the inplenentation of the Progranme of Joint Action, preparing
the 2002 mid-termreview, and evaluate the opportunities for new non-legally
bi nding actions as well as the feasibility and necessity of a new legally

bi ndi ng i nstrunent.

12. At its fifty-second session, the Working Party agreed to include in its
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programme of work the itemlll (d) at the international level in the Programe
of Joint Action, which was endorsed by the Inland Transport Conmittee at its
sixty-first session. 1In this connection the Working Party noted that its

activity concerning working hours (see para. 8) could be a val uable
contribution to the question of interoperability as nentioned in that item of
the progranme of work.

13. In the context of the followup to the Regional Conference on Transport
and Environment, the possibility of including the subject of interoperability
in the agenda for its next neeting was raised. However, the Wrking Party
felt that such consideration would be premature.

STUDY OF THE SI TUATI ON OF THE RAI LWAYS | N MEMBER COUNTRI ES

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/1999/1 and Adds. 1-4; Informal papers fromU C, the
Eur opean Conmi ssion, and the Governnments of Kazakhstan, Italy and Pol and.

14. In respect of past and future devel opnment of rail traffic in nenber
countries, the UC representative said that historical data showed different
trends: in Western Europe, a constant increase could be observed, whereas in
Central and Eastern European Countries, after a sharp decline in traffic flows
in the early 1990s, signs of recovery were apparent. According to the
information presented by Governnents, international freight traffic and
domesti c passenger traffic seemed to show good expectations of further

devel opnent .

15. The Working Party al so pointed out that the separation of operation and
infrastructure in the rail sector has made further progress, although
significant difficulties are appearing in nmany countries. It also welconed the
energence of new railway operators in sone countries. Investnent priorities,
as reported by the Governnents, present different patterns, according to the
specific situation in each country.

16. Foll owi ng the request of the Wbrking Party, the representative of UC
agreed to present at the next session a contribution on the rel evance of
railways in the transport market, conparing the concept of “market-share” to
the traditional approach based on “nodal -split”.

17. The Working Party expressed its appreciation for the information
subnmtted to the current session and recalled that, according with the
decision taken at its fifty-second, session, Governnments will be asked to

provide information on this issue for its 2001 session, but are welconed to
present any significant information for the next session (TRANS/ SC. 2/ 190,
para. 18).

DETERM NATI ON OF RAI LWAY | NFRASTRUCTURE CAPACI TY | NCLUDI NG ASPECTS RELATED TO
THE FEE FOR THE USE OF THE | NFRASTRUCTURE

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 2.

18. The Working Party took note of the proposals contained in the
Conmmuni cation of the European Conmi ssion COM 98) 480, and the information
orally provided by the UNVTER Project Central Office on their activities in
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this field.

19. The Working Party agreed to include this itemin the agenda for its next
neeting, and asked the Governments, and particularly the Netherlands, to
report on the progress made in the deternination of fees for the use of the
infrastructure.

PRODUCTI VI TY I N RAI L TRANSPORT

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/1999/3 and Add. 1; informal papers by UC, the UN TER
PCO and the European Conmi ssion

20. The representative of the U C commented on the differences in the val ue
of productivity indicators between countries, concluding that technical
econonmi c, political, geographic, etc. conditions in each country are the main
reason for such differences. The Wrking Party was al so briefed about current
efforts to develop nore neaningful rail efficiency figures, based on financial
data, and particularly about the study on European Rail ways Performance
Indicators carried out for the European Conmi ssion

21. Followi ng the presentation of the U C representative, the Wirking Party
agreed that the productivity indicators that have been collected thus far are
of limted value for nmaking international conparisons anpbng rail ways.
Nevert hel ess, the Working Party decided to continue collecting this
information in the future, and asked the representatives of the UC and the
Organi zation for Co-operation between Railways (OSZhD) to provide 1998 data
for its next session, following the new format already used this year in
docunment TRANS/ SC. 2/1999/3. It also requested the secretariat to collect
informati on on new devel opnents in the search for nore satisfactory indicators
taking also into account the experiences of the TER Project and to report on
this at its next session.

RAI LWAY SAFETY: RI SK ASSESSMENT TECHNI QUES

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 4 and Add. 1.

22. The Working Party exam ned the additional infornmation provided by the
Governnent of the Netherlands (TRANS/ SC. 2/1999/4), as well as the note of
synthesis prepared by the secretariat (TRANS/ SC. 2/1999/ 4/ Add. 1).

23. Fol l owi ng the proposal of the secretariat (TRANS/ SC.2/1999/4/Add. 1), the
Wrking Party agreed to include this itemin the request for information that
is sent to the Governments every two years. Accordingly, the Wirking Party
asked the Governnents to report, for its 2001 session, on the follow ng

i ssues:

- railway accidents (based on definitions used in U C statistics):

- _nmethodol ogi es used to establish investnent priorities in the field of
railway safety;

- traffic of dangerous goods on the network of the European Agreement on Miin
International Railway Lines (AGO):

- marshalling yards used nore by dangerous goods transport.
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FACI LI TATI ON OF BORDER CROSSI NG | N | NTERNATI ONAL RAI L TRANSPCRT

(a) Follow-up to the ITC resolution on the reduction of the Border Stopping
Time of Shuttle Trains in International Traffic (I TC Resolution No.

248) .

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 5.

24, The Working Party learned that the ITC, at its sixty-first session
feeling that the Working Party shoul d supervise the inplenentation and
nmonitoring of the resolution, requested to be infornmed at its next session on
the progress made in the inplenentation of its resolution No.248
(TRANS/ SC. 2/ 190, para. 40 and ECE/ TRANS/ 128, paras. 71-73 and annex 1).

25. The Working Party requested the Governnents to report at its next
session on the progress nmade in the inplenentation of resolution No. 248.

26. The Working Party agreed to develop a nonitoring systemon the reduction
of stopping tines at the borders, on the basis of the proposal presented by
the secretariat (TRANS/ SC. 2/1999/5). It was suggested that the nonitoring
effort should primarily focus on East-West, |ong-distance traffic. The
Working Party agreed to establish an informal group including the Wrking
Party's bureau, the U C and the OSZhD in order to identify the shuttle trains
and the border crossing points to be included in the system as well as the
information to be collected periodicallly.

(b) Information on the progress made in the facilitation of border crossing
for shuttle trains in the region of the South-east European Cooperative
Initiative (SECI)

Docunentation: infornmal paper fromthe Chairnan.

27. The Chairman inforned the Working Party on the progress nmade by the SEC
Wor ki ng Group on facilitation of border crossing for shuttle trains on the
Sopr on- Buchar est - Sof i a- Thessal oni ki /Il stanbul |ine, and particularly on the
decisions for action taken at the |last neeting of this Working Group, held in
Sofia on 20-21 Septenber 1999

28. The Working Party took note of the information provided by its Chairnman

and requested himto keep it inforned at its next session on progress nade on
the SECI region.

(c) Annual nonitoring on the progress made in the facilitation of border
crossing in international rail transport

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/1999/6 and Adds. 1-3; TRANS/WP.5/1999/16; | nfornal
papers from U C and the secretariat.

29. The Working Party exam ned the infornmation provided by Governnents, and
noted that, since 1994 (when this information was first collected), there
seens to have been a general inprovenent of the situation, although the data
avail abl e does not allow to nmeasure the significance of this inprovenent.
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30. The Working Party requested CGovernnents to continue reporting on the 4
itens that have been followed since 1994, as reproduced in para. 43 of
TRANS/ SC. 2/ 190.

31. Wth the aimof inproving its know edge on the progress made in this
field, the Working Party agreed to collect nore detailed information on
border-crossing stopping tines in the foll ow ng border-crossing points:

(E-20) Ger many- Pol and
(E-20) Pol and-Bel ar us
(E-20) Bel arus-Russi an _Federation

(E-55) Gernmany-Czech Republic

(E-61) Czech Republic-Slovakia

(E-61) Sl ovaki a- Hungary

(E-52) L6kdéshaza (Hungary)-Curtici (Romania)
(E-95) Gurgiu (Ronmani a)-Ruse (Bul garia)
(E-70) Svilengrad (Bul garia)-Kapikule (Turkey)
(E-885) Kulata (Bulgaria)-Promachon (G eece)

(E-15) Bel gi um France
(E-90) France-Spain

(E-70) France-ltaly

(E-25) France-Switzerl and
(E-50) Switzerland-Austria
(E-50) Austria-Hungary

32. Data referring to average stopping tinme of freight and passenger trains
shoul d be collected for the next 2 vears, and should refer to 3-nonth peri ods.

The detailed definition of the data to be provided will be nade by the
secretariat after consultation with the countries concerned.

33. The Working Party was infornmed that, in the framework of the UN/ TER
Project, a report on this issue should be issued by the end of the year. It
was agreed that this information should be taken into account as a val uable
support to the nonitoring of the situation at the borders.

34. The representative of the U C pointed out that significant inprovenents
have been made in this area, especially within the EU after the elinination of
border controls. One of the renmining problens, which affects CEECs-Cl S
traffic, is the different gauges of the networks. The Working Party took note
of the tests in progress in this area, as reported by the German Governnent at
the | ast session of the Working Party on Transport Trends and Econom cs

( TRANS/ WP. 5/ 1999/ 16) .
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DEVELOPMENT OF A EURCPEAN CONVENTI ONAL AND HI GH SPEED RAI LWAY NETWORK

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/1999/7 and Adds. 1-5; Informal paper fromthe
Eur opean Conmi ssi on.

35. Fol l owi ng the exami nation of the information subnitted by the
Governnents and the UIC, the Working Party agreed that in the future,
devel opnents in the High-Speed Train (HST) network should be dealt with
separately fromthose in the conventional network, and that it would be
sufficient to exanmine this issue every two years.

EUROPEAN AGREEMENT ON MAI N | NTERNATI ONAL RAI LWAY LI NES ( AGC)

(a) Situation regarding the application of the AGC

36. The Working Party recall ed decision F (43) adopted at the forty-third
session of the Commission inviting "the Governments of ECE nenber States to
consider taking all necessary steps in order to becone Parties to the AGC'

(E/ 1988/ 36- E/ ECE/ 1170, chapter 1V) and noted that the follow ng countries are
at present Parties to the AGC, bringing the total nunber of Contracting
Parties to 21: Belarus; Bosnia and Herzegovina (succession); Bulgaria; Croatia
(succession); Czech Republic (succession); France; Germany; G eece; Hungary;
Italy; Luxenbourg; Republic of Mol dova (succession); Poland; Ronania; Russian
Federation; Slovakia (succession); Slovenia (succession); The forner Yugosl av
Republ i ¢ of Macedonia (succession); Turkey; Ukraine; Yugoslavia.

37. The Working Party took note that on 6 August 1999 the Treaty

Section of the Ofice of Legal Affairs at the UN Headquarters received the
instrunent of accession to the AGC Agreenent from the Governnent of Bel gi um
Accordingly the Agreenent will enter into force for Bel giumon 4 Novenber 1999
(depositary notification C. N 715.1999. TREATI ES-1 of 9 August 1999).

38. The representative of Portugal infornmed the Working Party of procedures
under way regarding the accession of his country to the AGC Agreenent.

39. The Working Party noted the situation with respect to the application of
the AGC Adgreenent in nenber countries and invited those Governnents which had
not yet acceded to the Agreenent to examine the possibility of doing so.

(b) Anendrments proposed to Annex | of the AGC Agreenent

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 8; TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 8/ Add. 1/ Corr . 1;
TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 13; TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 9.

40. The Working Party was infornmed that the secretariat had received
notifications fromthe Governnents of Hungary (TRANS/ SC.2/1999/8) and Pol and
( TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 8/ Add. 1/ Corr. 1) proposing anendnents to Annex | of the ACC
Agr eenent .

41. In respect of the proposal made by the Governnment of Hungary the Working
Party noticed that it affected only the Hungarian territory.

42. Regarding the notification received fromthe Governnent of Poland the
Working Party noted that it contained (i) a proposal concerning a line on
Polish territory as well as (ii) a proposal on behalf of the Lithuanian
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Governnent, which was not yet a Contracting Party to the AGC, to include a
line in Lithuania. 1In this connection the Wirking Party al so took note of the
fact that the lines proposed are part of the Pan-European Transport

Corridor I.

43. In accordance with Article 11, para. 3 of the AGC Agreenent, the Wirking
Party (in the presence of the following Contracting Parties: Croatia, Czech
Republic; France; Germany: Greece: Hungary; Italy: Poland; Russian Federation
Sl ovaki a; and Slovenia) adopted the anendnments to Annex | of the AGC Agreenment
as contained in annex 1 to this report.

44, At its fifty-second and sixty-first sessions, respectively, the Wrking
Party and the Inland Transport Conmmittee, respectively, continued discussion
of the extension of the AGC network to Caucasian and Central Asian ECE nenber
States. The Working Party recalled that this is also an essenti al
contribution for the devel opnent of the inland Euro-Asian |inks, as agreed by
t he Pan- Eur opean Transport Conference in Helsinki in 1997

45, Foll owi ng the request of the Working Party at its fifty-second session
(TRANS/ SC. 2/ 190, para. 58), the secretariat has circul ated anong the
Governnents concerned the draft proposal for the extension of the AGC network
to the Caucasus and Central Asia Regions, as presented in docunent
TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/9. The Working Party took note of the proposals submtted by
the Governnents of Arnenia, Kazakhstan and the Russian Federation
(TRANS/ SC. 2/1999/13), and agreed that it would be preferable for the Wrking
Party to approve the new |lines proposed once the concerned ECE Governnents in
the central Asian and Caucasus region have agreed upon the extended network in
its entirety. Consequently, the Working Party asked the secretariat to address
again those countries that have not vet replied, and to prepare a new draft
integrating the comments received for its next session

46. Furthernore, the Wrking Party asked the secretariat to keep in close
contact with ESCAP on this issue.

(c) Data collecting efforts on the AGC network in 1995

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 9; TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 10 and Adds. 1-3;
TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 11; Informal paper by the secretariat.

47. The Working Party took note of the 1995 data provided by the Governnents
of Arnenia, Belgium the Czech Republic, France, Hungary, Latvia, Luxenbourg,
Germany, Portugal, the Republic of Macedonia, the Russian Federation

Swi t zerl and, and Turkey, which has been circulated in docunents
TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 10 and Adds. 1-3, and requested Governments that have thus far
not done so to provide for its next session data on total train traffic on the
AGC network in 1995

48. Mor eover, the Working Party was infornmed about the initiatives taken in
other transport sectors to inprove the presentation of the data available in
infrastructure paranmeters and traffic flows, and particularly about the 1995
and 2000 Road- Census projects, the 1997 update of the “Yell ow Book”
(infrastructure conditions in the AGC and AGIC networks), and the contents of
the UN TER dat abase
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49, The Working Party agreed that it would be useful to inprove the
presentation of the data available on the AGC network. Accordingly, it asked
the secretariat to prepare, with the support of UNTER PCO and WP. 6, an
updat ed version of the table on rail traffic data in the AGC network, and to
explore the possibilities to develop a G S systemfor the exploitation of the
information, thus far available, making full use of the experience nade in
this respect by the UNTER PCO

50. Wth the aimof having nbre conparable data anpbng the railway and the
road sectors, the Working Party agreed to collect infornmation on
infrastructure and traffic conditions on the AGC network for the year 2000.
Accordingly, it asked the secretariat to convene an infornmal group including
the UNNTER PCO in order to draft a detailed data collection proposal to be
exam ned at its next session

(d) Location of inportant marshalling yards within the European rail way
net wor k

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 12

51. At its fifty-second session, the Working Party asked the secretariat to
send the list of marshalling yards to the countries that had not attained the
initial objective of reducing the nunber of yards (TRANS/ SC. 2/190, paras. 64
and 65).

52. The Working Party exam ned the answers received by the secretariat
(TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 12) and noted that a significant nunber of countries had not
replied to the request of revising their original proposals.

53. The Working Party asked the secretariat (i) to re-send the |ist of
narshalling yards to the countries concerned that have not yet replied with a
view to reducing the nunber of yards and (ii) to distribute, subsequently, the
list as an annex to resolution No. 66 in a Revision No. 2 of docunent
TRANS/ SC. 2/ 165/ Rev. 1.

(e) Saf ety provisions in long railway tunnels

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 20.

54, The Working Party discussed to sone extent the proposals contained in
the note prepared by the secretariat on safety provisions in long railway
tunnels (TRANS/ SC. 2/1999/20). It learned that other initiatives were in
progress at different organizations on this issue, and it was felt that this
was a field in which the ECE could nmake significant contributions, with the
aimto harnoni se safety conditions throughout the European rail network, but
that nore informati on woul d be necessary before taking further action in this
ar ea.

55. Wth a viewto collecting technical infornmation on this issue, the
Working Party agreed to establish an informal group including the SC 2 bureau
and representatives fromthe U C and the GSZhD to identify the potential areas
to be addressed by ECE on this topic and to, possibly, convene a workshop on
safety in long rail tunnels. 1n doing so, the secretariat should take into
account any relevant work carried out el sewhere.
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EUROPEAN RESEARCH PROGRAMVE FOR TRANSPORT

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 14; TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1998/ 11; Infornal paper by the
Eur opean Conmi ssi on.

56. The Working Party took note of the information provided by the European
Conmi ssion on this issue, on the research projects in the field of railway
transport and the contents of the “Sustainable Mbility” package included in
the new 5th Framework Programme on Research and Devel opnent (1999-2003).

57. The Working Party asked the EC to report at its next session on the
progress nade by the railway research projects included in its 5th Framework
Programme _on Research and Devel opnent.

58. The Working Party al so requested the secretariat to collect information
fromthe governnents on their research activities in the field of railway
transport to be considered at its 2001 session.

TRANS- EUROPEAN RAI LWAY (TER) PRQIJECT

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 15

59. The Project Manager of the UNTER i nformed the Working Party of the
princi pal activities which had been carried out recently in the UN TER proj ect
and referred particularly to the devel opnent of the UN TER dat abase and the

i nportance of the project for the devel opnent of rail transport in the region

60. The Working Party asked the UN/ TER PCO to make a detail ed presentation
of the contents of the UN TER database at its next neeting.

APPLI CATI ON OF SUMMER TI ME

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 16 and Adds. 1-4.

61. The Working Party also took note of a docunent prepared by the
secretariat on an overview of summer tine arrangenents in Europe

(TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 16/ Add. 1) . According to this docunment, all the European
countries are currently applying the above-nentioned arrangenents, with the
exception of Icel and.

62. In order to continue its discussion of summer tine arrangenents, the
Wrking Party asked Governnents and the EC to provide the secretariat with
information on summer tine arrangenents, if any changes to the rule already
adopted by the European countries (change of summer tinme on the last Sunday of
March and the last Sunday of October) are nmade. The secretariat wll
subsequent|ly produce an updated sunmary table for consideration by the Wrking
Party.

ASSI STANCE TO COUNTRI ES I N TRANSI Tl ON
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Docunent ati on: TRANS/ 1999/ 11.

63. The Working Party took note of the list of workshops contained in the
programme of work adopted at the sixty-first session of the Conmmittee
( TRANS/ 1999/ 11) .

64. The Working Party was informed that, followi ng the revision of RID and
ADR agreenents, new regul ations concerning the transport of dangerous goods
will enter into force on 1 July 2001. The details for the inplenentation of
these regulations, particularly in the request to transport conpanies to
incorporate safety advisors to their staff, are still to be defined at the
national |evel

I NFORVATI ON ON DEVELCOPMENTS | N VARI OUS RAI LWAY FI ELDS

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 17 and Adds. 1- 3.

65. The Working Party considered the information received and, in view of
its useful ness, asked to continue collecting it on the followi ng issues:

(a) environnental questions related to railway operations;

(b) safety in railway transport;

(c) use of conputers in rail transport operations, in particular in the
managenent of rail goods traffic:

(d) introduction of new transport technol ogies and application of nodern
techniques to railway operations, in particular regarding the interface
between rail transport and other transport nodes.

RAI LWAYS' PRACTI CES AND COVBI NED TRANSPCRT DEVEL OPMENT

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 18; TRANS/ WP. 24/ 83; TRANS/ WP. 24/ 85

66. The secretariat infornmed the Working Party about the discussions held on
this topic by the Working Party on Conbined Transport (WP.24) at its thirty-
first and thirty-second sessions (13 April 1999 and 6-8 Septenber 1999). At
both neetings, a nunber of representatives expressed their concerns about the
relative decline of conbined transport, and felt that the main reasons for
this decline were unsatisfactory levels of service quality, particularly
unreliability on the part of railway operators and only in second place a
result of unconpetitive price levels. Accordingly, WP.24 invited SC.2 to
coment on this situation (TRANS/ WP. 24/ 83, paras. 38-40).

67. The representative of the International Union of Conbi ned Road/ Rai
Transport Conpanies (U RR) gave information on the decline that conbined
transport seenms to be facing since the nmddle of 1998, and expressed the
concern of her organi zation about the difficulties they are facing derived
fromexisting railways’ fares and level of quality. To this last question, she
announced that a nonitoring on the quality of the railway service in sone
corridors had been undertaken by U RR, and offered sonme prelimnary data on

t hat devel opnent.

68. The representative of the U C pointed out that conbined transport
operators and railways have been close partners in the devel opnent of conbi ned
transport, and should co-operate in the search of solutions, |ooking at al

the aspects involved and taking into account the increasing pressure on
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rai l ways to devel op nore commerci al -ori ented managenent.
69. The Working Party asked the secretariat to convene an informal group in

order to collect nore factual data on the barriers for the devel opnent of
conbi ned transport, and to subsequently exani ne whether further devel opment of

| egal and technical instrunents could be necessary in the future to inprove
the current situation. The informal group will consist of the WP.24 and SC. 2
bureaux, the U C and the U RR

DRAFT PROGRAMVE COF WORK FOR 2000- 2004

Docunent ati on: TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 19

70. The Working Party decided to add a new itemon safety in long railway
tunnels to its programme of work, as an activity of a limted duration under

item?2.5.1, 1. The Working Party agreed to nodify the activity described in
2.5.2 (f)., so that the report expected be produced every two years.

71. The Working Party adopted its draft programme of work as reproduced in
annex 2 to this report.

ELECTI ON OF OFFI CERS FOR THE SESSI ONS OF THE WORKI NG PARTY I N 2000 AND 2001

72. M. E. Kosteas (Greece) and M. G Szabo (Hungary) were re-el ected
Chai rman and Vice-Chairman respectively, for the sessions of the Working Party
in 2000 and 2001.

OTHER BUSI NESS

(a) Date of the next session

73. The Working Party noted that its fifty-fourth session was tentatively
scheduled to be held from3 to 5 October 2000.

(b) Docunent ati on

74. The Working Party deplored the fact that sone docunentation for the
present session had not been nade available in the 3 official |anguages,
including a nunber of papers prepared by the secretariat. It asked the
secretariat to undertake the necessary steps to renedy the situation

ADOPTI ON OF THE REPORT

75. In accordance with the decision taken by the Working Party at its fifty-
second session (TRANS/SC.2/190, para. 6) the report on its fifty-third session
has been established by the Chairnman and the Vice-Chairman with the assistance
of the secretariat for submission to the Inland Transport Conmmittee.

76. The deci sions adopted by the Working Party during the sessions are
contained in the follow ng paragraphs of this report: 6, 8, 10, 13, 19, 21,
23, 25, 26, 28, 30, 31, 32, 35, 39, 43, 45, 47, 49, 50, 53, 55, 57, 58, 60,
62, 65, 69, 70, 71, 72, 74, and 75
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EUROPEAN AGREEMENT ON
MAI N | NTERNATI ONAL RAI LWAY LI NES ( AGC)

Amendrments to Annex | of the AGC
adopted at the fifty-third session of
the Working Party on Rail Transport
Proposed by Hungary:
Hungary
E-71 Replace the nane of the station “Mirakeresztur” by “Donbévar”.
Add the follow ng |ine:

E- 691 Murakeresztlr- Gyékényes

Countries directly concerned:

Hungaryl/
Proposed by Pol and:
Pol and
Add the follow ng |ine:
E- 75 War szawa- Bi al yst ok- Sokol ka- Suwal ki - Tr aki szki - (Mockava)

Countries directly concerned:

Pol andl/, Lithuania
Li t huani a
Add the follow ng |ine:
E- 75 (Traki szki)- Mockava- Sest okai - Kaunas- Si aul i ai - Sar ki ai - (Mei t ene)

Countries directly concerned:

Pol andl/, Lithuania

1/ Countries directly concerned which are Contracting Parties to the AGC
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Agr eenent .
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Annex 2
DRAFT PROGRAMVE OF WORK FOR 2000- 2004
PROGRAMVE OF WORK 2000- 2004
PROGRAMVE ACTI VI TY 02.5: RAI L TRANSPORT

02.5.1 Rail transport infrastructure Priority: 1

l. Revi ew of the situation concerning the inplenentation and possible
anendnents to the European Agreenment on Main International Railway Lines
(ACQ)

Description: Study of possibilities for the inprovenent of international rai
transport.

Wrk to be undertaken: The Working Party on Rail Transport will carry out the
follow ng activities:

CONTI NUI NG ACTI VI TI ES

(a) Consi deration of the AGC Agreenent with a view to possibly: inplenenting
and, whenever feasible, inproving existing standards and operationa
paraneters; taking into account new east-west traffic flows; raising
environnmental, energy and safety standards; taking into account the ECE
Conventions on the Environnent.

Qut put expected: Report on amendnent of the AGC network; Report on the
devel opment of a European conventional and hi gh-speed rail way network.

(2000) Priority:

(b) Consi deration of the influence of internpdal transport techniques,
especially those concerning investnent, as well as the harnonization of
rolling stock and speed on railways to facilitate the integration of
these techniques into the railway systemand to create genera
interoperability. Qutput expected: Report on investment in rai
infrastructure and railway rolling stock in nmenber countries. (2000)

Priority: 1

(c) Periodic review of the Iist of marshalling yards of internationa
inportance with a viewto cutting down their nunbers.
Qut put expected: Updated report on the |location of inportant
mar shal |l ing yards within the European railway network. (2000)

Priority: 2

1/ The text of the progranme of work reproduced below is based on the
content of the programme of work approved by the Inland Transport Conmittee
appearing in Addendum 1l to the report of its sixty-first session

( ECE/ TRANS/ 128/ Add. 1) .

Wth a viewto facilitating conparison of the descriptive part of the
attached programme with the text adopted by the Committee, the secretariat has
i ndi cated additional project elenents or elenments replacing the old text in
bol d characters, while the text proposed for deletion has been reproduced in
square brackets.
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(d) As a followup to the Conference on Transport and the Environnent,
devel opnment and i npl enmentati on of programmes to build up an efficient
Eur opean Rail Freight Network by inproving and pronoting the:

- nmoder ni zati on and extension of rail and combi ned transport
i nfrastructure;
- interoperability and coordination between rail systens;
- upgrade and wi der use of environnent-friendly rolling stock
- | ogi stics and services;
- establishment of international rail freight conpanies.

ACTIVITIES OF A LI M TED DURATI ON

(e) Periodically survey passenger and goods traffic on the various sections
of lines of the AGC network in order to provide support for transport
pl anni ng; the second survey is based on data for 1995 Qutput expected:
Report on total train traffic on the AGC network in 1995. (2000)

Priority: 2

(f) Consi deration of questions concerning safety in railways tunnels
Qut put expected: Report on the current situation and prospects for the
devel opnment of new standards. (2000) Priority: 2

. Speci al project: Trans-European Railway (TER)

Description: Wthin the framework of the UN ECE, the TER countries have
established an appropriate adm nistrative and financial framework, with the
ai m of developing a rail network as part of an integrated European
international rail system

Wrk to be undertaken

(a) Consi deration of specific project devel opnents to pronote internationa
rail traffic. (Continuing); Qutput expected: Annual progress report on
activities carried out within the TER project.

Priority: 1
(b) Consi deration of possibilities for financing of TER in order to pronpte
the upgradi ng and construction of internationally inportant rail |ines.
(Conti nui ng) Priority: 3
(c) Consi deration of possible utilization of the results achi eved under the
project in other UNVECE activities in the field of rail infrastructure
i ncluding the inplenmentation of AGC and AGIC in order to benefit from
mut ual experiences. (Continuing) Priority: 2

Il'l. Interregional Cooperation

Description: Cooperation with other regional comr ssions and internationa
bodi es involved in devel opnent of interregional |inks.

Wrk to be undertaken: The Working Party will be kept informed of exchanges of
i nformati on between the secretariats of the regional conm ssions and ot her
international bodies in order to benefit from experiences gained in other
regions of the world. (Continuing) Priority: 3
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02.5.2 Har noni zati on of requirenments concerning international railway
transport including rail safety and facilitation of its operations
Priority: 1
Description:

(a) Sinmplification and harnoni zation of adninistrative formalities,
particularly, for docunents and procedures at border-crossing.

(b) Har moni zati on of and search for standardi zed requirenents concerning the
utilization of railway infrastructure including conmputerization aspects.

(c) El aborati on of proposals and preparation of studies ainmed at
strengt heni ng, consolidating and extending the position of rai
transport on international transport markets.

(d) Anal ysis of problens relating to the harnonizati on and i nprovenent of
rail safety.

(e) Consi deration of prospects for the adoption of |egal regulations
applicable to the contract for the transport of goods and passengers by
rail so as to establish a standard | egal system (harnonization of the
SMGES/ SMPS and CI M ClV systens).

Wrk to be undertaken: The Working Party on Rail Transport will carry out the
follow ng activities:

CONTI NUI NG ACTI VI TI ES

(a) Consideration of specific difficulties encountered at border-crossings
in the transport of passengers and goods by rail with a viewto
accel erati ng border crossing operations and establishing a programme to
deal with problens commopn to several routes.
Qut put expected: Report on bi- and nultilateral contacts of CGovernnents
and railways to inprove the crossing of borders in international rai
traffic. (2000) Priority: 1

(b) Consi deration of follow up of the inplenmentation of recomendati ons and
preparation of new texts or anmendnents to existing texts, if necessary,
notably concerning the facilitation of border crossing with the aimto
i nprove international rail traffic. Priority: 1

(c) Revi ew of requirenents concerning railway operations and regul ations,
reduction of transport time and inprovenent in the precision of
movenments in the international carriage of goods, new operative
devel opnments in rail transport, the integration of services of different

rail ways. Priority: 2

(d) The study of the possibilities for harnonizing the application and
periods of sunmer time with a view to upgrading transport quality in
rail transport. Qutput expected: Report on the application of summer

tinme. (2000) Priority: 1

(e) Anal ysis of Governnment policies concerning rail safety to contribute to
an i nprovenent of safety in international transport.
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Qut put expected: Report on the risk assessnent technique in rai
transport. (2000) Priority: 1

ACTIVITIES OF A LI M TED DURATI ON

()

(9)

Anal ysis of the various el enents of productivity in rail transport and
the possibilities to increase rail productivity in particular for
international transport. Qutput expected: Bi-annual report on the

devel opment of productivity in rail transport in nmenber countries.

(2000) Priority: 2

Consi deration on the basis of reports by the international organizations
concerned of the progress acconplished on the harnoni zation of |ega
regul ations applicable to the contract for the transport of goods and
passengers by rail to exam ne whether the conpatibility of the

regul ati on concerned can be ensured.

Qut put expected: Report by international organizations concerned on the

progress nade in the elimnation of difficulties arising fromdifferent
| egal systens in international rail transport. (2000)

Priority: 3



