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Informal translation by the secretariat 

United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe 
TIR Secretariat 

The Association of International Road Carriers of the Kyrgyz Republic “AIRTO KR” sends its respect 
to the UNECE TIR secretariat and reports the following. 

Attentive familiarization with the materials of the 154th session of the Working Group on Customs 
Issues (hereinafter referred to as WP.30), which is scheduled for early February 2020, as well as the 
inability of the AIRTO of the Kyrgyz Republic to take part in its work, made it possible to send you 
the developed position on item 4 ( c) (iv) (b) Agenda for the reduction of TIR Carnet sales. 

In order to better understand the situation with a decrease in TIR Carnet sales, let me draw your 
attention to the fact that starting from 01.01.2013 to 01.01.2020, the number of sales of TIR 
Carnets by AIRTO KR decreased by 92 percent. 

The main reason for the decline in TIR Carnet sales is the entry of the Kyrgyz Republic into the 
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) in May 2015, which led to:

• an increase in customs clearance tariffs, in addition, TIR Carnets were used to import freight
and passenger vehicles into the Kyrgyz Republic from Lithuania;

• the possibility of international road transport within the EAEU without the use of TIR Carnets.
• Since 2016, there has been a decrease in TIR Carnet sales on the Turkey-Kyrgyzstan route. In

accordance with the information provided by TIR Carnet holders, the decrease is due to a
number of reasons, including:

 lack of cargo;
 when transporting goods on the route Kyrgyzstan-Turkey through 

Kazakhstan, Russia and Georgia, there is no use of TIR Carnets;
 lack of a sufficient number of permits (authorization);
 current sanctions and bans between the Russian Federation and Turkey;
 instability of the dollar, which affected the increase in costs for consumers

and producers of services related to logistics, customs and foreign economic
activities

Along with the above, it should also be noted that there are indirect reasons that influenced 
the decline in TIR Carnet sales: 

• current sanctions and bans between the Russian Federation and Ukraine, as a result of
which Kyrgyz transport companies have lost the ability to transport certain goods
through the territory of the Russian Federation;

• there is a decrease in transportation rates to the cost level;
• lack of a network of customs and logistics centers in the Kyrgyz Republic;
• development of alternative transit systems.
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In view of the above, AIRTO KR is constantly working to increase the attractiveness of the TIR system in the Kyrgyz 
Republic, including on the following issues: 

• adoption of Annex 11 of the TIR Convention and the participation of the Kyrgyz Republic in TIR digitalization
projects. Thus, as a result of systematic and consistent work with the State Customs Service under the
Government of the Kyrgyz Republic, participation in the eTIR project (eTIR Carnet) is included in the Customs
Service Development Strategy of the Kyrgyz Republic for 2019-2023.

• In August 2019, the State Customs Service sent an official letter to the International Road Transport Union
(IRU), expressing its official intention to participate in the eTIR project (eTIR Carnet);

• intensified use of TIR Carnets to / from the People's Republic of China (PRC). The first successful 
international road transport using TIR Carnets from the People's Republic of China was made in December 2019,
with 10 TIR Carnets issued to Kyrgyz carriers to import goods from Kashgar (PRC) to the Kyrgyz Republic. 
Electronic delivery confirmation of goods (SafeTIR), in the prescribed manner, is displayed in the AskTIR Web
system. In 2020, a number of transport companies also intend to use TIR Carnets in the Chinese direction.

Based on the above, the Association of International Road Carriers of the Kyrgyz Republic “AIRTO KR” asks the TIR 
secretariat to take into account and use the formed position of AIRTO KR when considering the issue at stake. 

Regards, Chair 

Bootaev T. E. 




