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 I. Background 

1. At its thirty first session, the Informal Ad hoc Expert Group on Conceptual and 
Technical Aspects of Computerization of the TIR Procedure (GE.1) requested the 
secretariat to prepare a draft proposal to explain how, in practice, an eTIR intermodal 
transport could be suspended for certain legs. This document presents a draft proposal by 
the secretariat. 

 II. Suspension of an eTIR intermodal transport 

1. Article 26 

2. Article 26 of the TIR convention deals with the various aspects related to the 
suspension of a TIR transport and reads as follows: 

1. When a transport under cover of a TIR Carnet takes place in part in the territory of a 
State which is not a Contracting Party to this Convention, the TIR transport shall be 
suspended during that part of the journey. In that case, the Customs authorities of the 
Contracting Party on whose territory the journey continues shall accept the TIR Carnet for 
the resumption of the TIR transport, provided that the Customs seals and/or identifying 
marks have remained intact. 
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Where the Customs seals have not remained intact, the Customs authorities may accept the 
TIR Carnet for resumption of the TIR transport under the provisions of Article 25. 

2. The same shall apply where for a part of the journey the TIR Carnet is not used by the 
holder of the Carnet in the territory of a Contracting Party because of the existence of 
simpler Customs transit procedures or when the use of a Customs transit regime is not 
necessary. 

3. In such cases the Customs offices where the TIR transport is suspended or resumed shall 
be deemed to be Customs offices of exit en route and Customs offices of entry en route 
respectively. 

3. Paragraph 2 of Article 26 clearly refers to two cases that are of relevance for 
intermodal transport: 

• the existence of simpler customs transit procedures; 

• when the use of a customs transit regime is not necessary. 

4. While the first case is particularly relevant for a TIR intermodal transport involving 
rail, the second is of use for those transports involving maritime across open seas. 

2. Suspension of the eTIR procedure  

5. First of all, in the absence of provisions dealing with suspension in Annex 11, 
Article 26 applies mutatis mutandis for the eTIR procedure. Consequently, the office where 
the change of transport mode, requiring a suspension of the eTIR transport, takes place, 
should act as customs office of exit en route for that country and therefore ensure the proper 
transmission of the “Terminate TIR operation” (I11) message. When the transport is 
resumed, the customs office should act as customs office of entry en route, for that country 
and, therefore, ensure the proper transmission of the “Start TIR operation” (I9) message. 

6. In order to ensure that the TIR transport can be resumed, the accompanying 
document should travel with the container or vehicle which is carried by another mean of 
transport. If required, an indication of suspension could be indicated by customs on the 
accompanying document. 

 III. Considerations  

7. The Group of Experts may wish to consider the above proposal and instruct the 
secretariat accordingly. 

 

    


