
Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

On behalf of the Executive Secretary, I would like to express our appreciation 

for your presence here today and the work you bring forward under the WP. 

6.  

 

This Working Party is the only body in the United Nations system that has as 

part of its mandate standardization, technical regulations, as well as the 

technical and institutional infrastructure needed for standards compliance 

and regulations’ enforcement.  

 

The goal of the United Nations work in this field is to protect the well-being of 

present and future generations, the safety of consumers and of workers’, and 

to preserve our natural environment but at the same time to lower costly 

barriers to trade.  

 

As products become ever more complex, so do the rules that govern their 

trade across borders. The costs of complying with these technical regulations 

and standards are pervasive. Exporting a product to more than one country 

can be like navigating a complex maze, because different and sometimes 

conflicting regulations apply. Even in sectors where regulations are similar, 

importing authorities may require additional testing before the product can 

be sold on their national markets.   

 

Overall, according to UNCTAD, between 1996 and 2006, there had been seven 

fold increase in the use of government-mandated testing and certification 

requirements, and a doubling in the use of technical measures overall.   

 

However, I see promising signs that governments across the world are now 

taking action towards increased convergence among their technical 

regulations, and to lower the cost of doing trade. Let me give you a few 

examples:  

 

1. The Customs Union of Belarus, Russia and Kazakhstan is 

working towards a unified regulatory system: this will create a 

common market of more than 165 million consumers; 

2. What’s more, the Customs Union is working to approximate its 

technical regulations with those of the European Union, home to 

503 million consumers; 

3. The United States is placing renewed emphasis on regulatory 

cooperation, recognizing that “In meeting shared challenges 

involving health, safety (…) and the environment”, “international 



regulatory cooperation (…) can reduce, eliminate, or prevent 

unnecessary differences in regulatory requirements. 

 

Technical regulations and standards should not however be seen only as a way 

of winning access to markets. Norms are developed by international experts 

and incorporate the latest research and know-how, so they are also an 

important means to improve quality and reliability and to climb the value 

chain, increasing a firm and a country’s participation in global supply chains. 

 

So there is also a need for building awareness and understanding about the 

important role that standards play in our everyday life, and in solving the 

challenges that are before us, such as climate change and sustainable 

development.  

 

For this reason, I particularly appreciate the topic of the Workshop that will 

be held tomorrow, that aims at increasing the making education on standards-

related activities an essential part of the curriculum at universities, higher-

education establishments and vocational-training institutions.  

 

I also value the activities of the WP. 6 related to a better management of risks. 

The aim of the WP. 6 work in this area is to ground regulatory action on an 

analysis and ranking of risks, as well as on an evaluation of alternatives to 

regulatory action. This will promote a better balance between safety and its 

costs.  I am very proud to see a first result of the work in this area, the 

publication “Risk Management in Regulatory Frameworks” finally in print.  

 

Any regulations, good as it may be, will never be effective unless it is 

adequately enforced. Conformity assessment, market surveillance are 

essential to ensure that only compliant products are on the market. I very 

much welcome the continued work of the MARS Group in this area, and the 

approval of a new recommendation last year on “Best practice in market 

surveillance policies”.  

 

Finally, I am pleased to see the backbone of the Working Party’s activities, its   

sectoral initiatives, have also made progress in the year to date. These 

initiatives are a concrete example of how we can bring down the costs of 

international trade.  One of the WP6 sectoral initiatives concerns the 

equipment which is used in dangerous environments such as mines, offshore 

facilities, and energy plants. In this sector, outstanding barriers to trade mean 

that for some of the countries that need it the most, safe equipment is simply 

unaffordable. So, we particularly welcome your concrete work in this area.  

 



Before I close, and give the floor back to you, Mr. Arvius, I would like to 

express my thanks to you for leading the Working Party to where it is today. 

Mr. Arvius was first elected vice chair of the then “Working Party on 

Standaridization Policies” in 1995. He was elected chairperson in the 

following session, in 1996. So he has been with this body much longer than the 

secretariat itself! His efforts have been fruitful: under his watch the Working 

Party has grown into a leading source of best practice in the area of 

regulatory cooperation, as was recently recognized by the World Trade 

Organization and by the European Commission.  

 

These results would not have been possible without Christer’s unique wisdom 

and expertise. His warm personality has made it for us a real pleasure to work 

with him. 

 

In giving you back the floor, I wish you all a very productive session. 

 

 

 


