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Prior to June 1, 2005 all imported goods that were subject to mandatory standards had to be tested in the Standards Institution of Israel (SII) before obtaining a release from customs.  As of June 1 2005, all imported goods subject to such standards were divided into four levels of examination according to the degree to which each one might endanger public health and security.  

 

The four inspection levels were set as follows:

Group 1 – Goods embodying the highest danger level to public health and safety.  For example:  children’s toys, electrical home appliances, pressure vessels, portable foam fire extinguishers.  No changes will occur with respect to issuing a certificate of conformity to the standard for release from customs.  That is, an examination of each shipment is still  a requirement for release from customs.  
 

Group 2 – Goods embodying a medium level of potential danger to public health and safety.  Examples:   sun glasses, bulbs for various purposes, pipe fittings, carpets, bottles,  sheets for sealing of roofs.  For this group a one time permit based on a type approval test will be required plus the importer’s declaration that the goods in subsequent shipments are identical to the authorized type and conform to the standards that govern them.  It will no longer be necessary for imported goods in regular shipments to undergo inspections each time prior to release from customs.  

 

Group 3 – Goods with a low inherent degree of danger to public health and safety.  Examples:  ceramic wall tiles, W.C.s of ceramic materials, etc.  This group will require only an importer’s declaration that the goods conform to the mandatory standards that apply to them.  No examination of the products will be required. 

 

Group 4 -  Goods intended solely for industrial use and not for direct consumer use.  Examples:  electrical industrial items.  Release of these goods from customs will not depend at all on obtaining a certificate of conformity to mandatory standards.  

 

The purpose of the reform was to facilitate the examination of imports for conformity to mandatory standards while strengthening enforcement at the marketing level.  

 

The Ministry of Industry, Trade and Labor has adopted a new approach called "presumption of conformity" which is followed in a number of  more developed countries.  Under this approach a greater responsibility is placed on the importers who sign a declaration, confirmed by an attorney, with respect to the degree to which the goods conform to the obligatory standards.

 

The program's success depends on the introduction of stricter penalties under the Standards Regulations.  The Knesset, Israel's parliament, reviewed Revision 7  to the Standards Law (Increased Penalties) and gave final approval at the end of July, 2005.  It went into effect on August 1, 2005.  Maximum penalties were raised tenfold, from $4,500 to $45,000 for individuals and to $70,000 for corporate bodies.

 

The Standardization Administration of the Ministry of Industry, Trade and Labor is preparing for stricter enforcement of mandatory standards, with emphasis on those goods for which import licensing will become easier.

 

On completion of the procedural reform, import licensing will become easier for goods governed by some 50 percent, i.e. 200, of the 400 existing mandatory standards.  

 

On June 1, 2005 the new procedure was introduced for the eleven standards in Group 4, and on August 15, it was activated for the 39 Group 3 mandatory standards.  We expect that in a matter of a few months the arrangement will cover imports of all 140 standards in Group 2.   

 

Israel’s Ministry of Industry, Trade and Labor feels certain that the introduction of a successful procedural reform will have far-reaching influence on the signing with developed economies of agreements of mutual recognition of certificates of  conformity  to standards or other compulsory technical requirements.  In such countries enforcement of standards takes place mainly at the retail stage, rather than at the point of release from customs.  A transparent set of regulations has been developed and published within the Instructions of the Commissioner of Standardization on this subject.    

 

The instructions, including the classification of goods into the groups as stated, the conditions for release of goods of each group from customs, the documentation to be presented by the importer, the dates each phase enters into effect, as well as other instructions, soon will be found in English at the internet sites of the Ministry of Industry, Trade and Labor (http://www.moital.gov.il ) and of the Standards Institution of Israel ( http://www.sii.org.il ). 

 

 According to the Instructions, the Commissioner of Standardization may shift the classification of a standard from one group to another according to the results of the enforcement activities at the retail stage.  Moreover, the Commissioner is empowered to impose Group 1 status (examination of each shipment) on the goods of any unreliable supplier, regardless of the nature of the merchandise imported.

This is a beginning.  We hope that when this forum convenes again, we will be able to report on the results of our reform and on the degree to which it has influenced the free flow of goods in Israel’s international trade.  The Government of Israel’s goal is to lower trade barriers to the extent possible, without endangering public health and safety. 

