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1. When importing and/or exporting goods, industry and suppliers generally need to comply with 
technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures. Technical regulations normally serve 
legitimate ends (protection of health, consumers, environment, safety, intellectual property etc). However, 
sometimes they can be more trade-restrictive than is necessary to achieve such objectives. Any regulatory 
measures concerning products should, therefore, be proportionate to the objective pursued. This, in 
principle, is also a main constituent for ensuring EU internal and international trade of goods.  
 
2. The EU has identified and undertaken a number of measures that can facilitate the trade of 
products between the EU and third countries. Some of these measures relate to conformity assessment 
and certification. But there are other measures that may better fit the characteristics of the concerned 
markets and countries concerned (see Table 1). 
 
3. These concepts are outlined in the Commission Staff Working Paper (SEC (2002) 1570) dated 28 
September 2001, entitled “Implementing Policy for External Trade in the Fields of Standards and 
Conformity Assessment: A Tool Box of Instruments”. 
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4. This working paper can be downloaded from the European Commission’s website: 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/regulation/trade/toolbox.pdf 
 
 

Table 1: An indicative list of tools for addressing regulatory issues 
 
 

N° Issues Some tools for addressing them 

1. Compatibility of approach Regulatory co-operation 

2. Coherence of regulations 
Harmonization of regulation 
International regulation 
Recognition of equivalence 

3. Coherence of standards 
Harmonization of standards 
International standardization 
Recognition of equivalence 

4. Transparency and impartiality of regulations 
and standards 

Harmonization 
International regulation and standardization 
Recognition of equivalence 

5. Appropriate level of regulation Regulatory co-operation 

6. Transparency and impartiality in obtaining 
certification 

Mutual recognition agreements 
Technical assistance 

7. Recognition of certificates Mutual recognition agreements 

8. Compatibility of market surveillance Regulatory co-operation 
Technical assistance 

9. Development of infrastructure Technical assistance 
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