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Minutes from UNECE “Telecom Initiative” meeting

(Regulatory convergence dialogue with public authorities)

Time
13 November 2003

Place
UNECE,  Palais des Nations, Geneva

Participants

1.
A list of participants from UNECE member countries and invited experts is enclosed 
(Annex 2).

Welcome remarks from the Working Party 6 chairman (Mr C Arvius) and tour de table

2.
Mr. Christer Arvius, Chairman of WP.6, welcomed the delegates to the first formal meeting of the Telecom Initiative Task Force. He noted that the Telecom Initiative was initiated by the industry, suggesting to use the principles of the UNECE International Model (“Recommendation L”) to certain ICT (Information and Communications Technology) products, and making first proposals for Common Regulatory Objectives (CROs) for these products. He informed the meeting that the WP.6 at its annual session 10-12 November 2003 with regard to the Initiative had endorsed the establishment of a Telecom Task Force and agreed on its Terms of Reference.

3.
A meeting of the Telecom Initiative with representatives of public authorities and industry was held 27-28 May 2003. During that meeting Mr Nuno Encarnação was chosen as acting chairman for a forthcoming Task Force to further develop the CROs. 

4.
Mr Arvius proposed that Mr Encarnação be made chairman of the Task Force. The meeting elected Mr Encarnação as chairman of the Task Force with acclamation. A tour de table for presentation of participants was held.

5.
Mr Encarnação mentioned that an e-mail exploder list would be created by the UNECE secretariat, facilitating e-mail transmission between the members of the Task Force. A web page will also be prepared containing all relevant documents produced during the work.

6.
Mr Lars Dittmer shortly explained the history of the industry’s initiative. At their first meeting, representatives from Australian and Japanese Information and Communications Technology (ICT) industry participated and were supportive to the initiative. 

Results of the Working party 6 session (10-12 November 2003) and WP.6 discussions/decisions on related regulatory convergence projects

7.
The decisions of the WP.6 annual session that concerns the Telecom Initiative was presented. The WP.6:

· Supported the creation of a link on the WP.6 website to information about the Telecom Initiative;

· Endorsed the establishment of a Telecom Task Force and agreed on its Terms of Reference;

· Supported the activities of Telecom Initiative, asking their delegations to inform their national authorities and encourage them to join in the future work of the Task Force;

· Noted that the Task Force will report regularly and will list the countries that are involved and intending to sign the CRO;

· Requested the UNECE Secretariat to invite UN Member states according to Article 2, clause 2.1 of Annex C of the Recommendation L.

Acceptance of the terms of reference (ToR) of the TTF

9.
There was a discussion about inclusion of services aspects in the ToR. However it is not expected to deal with services by the Task Force at this stage. Mr Arvius explained that in the ToR it was mentioned that additional telecom matters being discussed in another project under the International Model should be handled by the Task Force.

10.
The agreed ToR of the Task Force were noted with the remark that services aspects will not be dealt with before results are achieved related to equipment.

Update on the of Proposals on the draft CROs (as revised at May 2003 meeting, versions from July 2003) and discussions on them
10.
Mr Encarnação presented the status of the project (see in annex 3 the report from 17 October 2003). He welcomed the support of 

· Mr Rasmus Trevland from Norway to look at the horizontal issue “safety matters”, and

· Mr Ronald Storrs from Sweden to look at the horizontal issue “Electromagnetic Compatibility” (EMC).

11.
Mr Encarnação presented a general overview of the CROs. Each CRO has two parts, however Part 1 is common to all products. A “rational” is given for all parts, providing justifications for choices made in the CROs.

12.
A first discussion was held on Part 1 and its justification. A number of comments were raised, such as 

· Marking: This is not mentioned in the International Model. The industry delegates when preparing the initial proposals have written a letter to WP.6 on this matter.

· Reporting licensing constraints and market surveillance results to UNECE

13.
The Parts 2 were shortly discussed. Some comments

· Safety: Instead of pointing to the CB-Bulletin, only the national deviations or amendments from those countries that participate in the CRO should be required.

· EMF for radio equipment: Mr Trevland and Mr Jonas Wessel (Sweden) will check the correct references to requirements and the proper standards to use.

· Definition of PC peripheral is quite unclear. It was suggested to address these in a separate CRO. Mr Encarnação and Mr Wessel will look into how to deal with them.

Proposals for moderators (Rapporteurs) responsible for coordination of work on preparation of individual CROs

14.
Tentative rapporteurs:

· Part 1 (all) 


European Commission

· Part 2 for PC

Mr Trevland

· Part 2 for Peripherals
Mr Wessel

Public relations and promotions of the project

(a)
Relations/contacts with ITU

15.
It was noted that ITU-T Recommendations mainly relate to services and basic recommendations on technical aspects and is often less related with specific product applications. Close relations will however be kept with ITU. 

(b)
Relations/contacts with CIS states

16.
Mr Arvius mentioned that the International Model is also useful for intra-regional harmonisation. The CIS states have agreed on a framework on product regulation, based on the UNECE International Model. The CIS states will in that context also consider the projects of Earth Moving Machinery and Telecom Initiative.

(c)
Relations/contacts with UNECE states and states from other regions

17.
Mr Arvius shortly mentioned developments in the Mediterranean area, where the EU and a number of countries are discussing closer alignment of regulatory requirements for placing products on their respective markets.

18.
Mr Dittmer asked that the Commission should discuss the possibility of using the Telecom Initiative with their MRA partners, both existing and potential. He also suggested that the use of Telecom Initiative be contemplated in the discussions with the Mediterranean states.

19.
Ms Jantine Unger from the European Commission undertook to check the activities within the Commission in this respect.

(d)
Invitation letters

20.
Mr Encarnação mentioned that letters in line with UN ECE Recommendation L, Annex C, Article 2, §2.1, would be sent to the UNECE member countries as well as UN countries inviting them to participate in the Telecom Initiative.

(e)
Revised Telecom Initiative web page

21.
There will be a special web site under WP.6 devoted to the Telecom Initiative.

Programme of work

22.
Mr Encarnação suggested placing an overview on the web about participating countries in the different CROs.

23.
It was agreed that by 10 December the meeting minutes, the revised CROs, the web pages, and the exploder list should be ready. The letters to the UNECE countries and the UN countries should be checked by the Commission (Ms Unger) before it is sent out. A further letter should inform the existing contact points of the fact that their Permanent Mission has received a letter.

Other business

24.
 Mr Encarnação closed the meeting. 

_________________________

Annex 1

UNECE Working Party on Technical Harmonization and Standardization Policies

(Working Party 6-WP.6)

“UN ECE TELECOM INITIATIVE” project

Meeting of the UNECE Telecom Task Force (TTF)

(to be held  on 13 November 2003 at the Palais des Nations, Geneva)

AGENDA (as adopted in the meeting)
The meeting will start at 9.30 and is supposed to be finished by 5 p.m. Delegates are reminded that in order to get access to the Palais des Nations they need security badges which will be prepared by the UNECE secretariat on the basis of the received (at least two weeks before the meeting) registrations forms. 

1. Welcome remarks from the Working party 6 chairman (Mr. C. Arvius) and “tour de table” (introduction of participants)

2. Results of the Working party 6 session (10-12 November 2003) and WP.6 discussions/decisions on related regulatory convergence projects.

3. Acceptance of the terms of reference of the TTF (draft of 12 November 2003)

4. Proposals on the draft CROs (as revised at May 2003 meeting, versions from July 2003, available on the web) and discussions on them

5. Proposals for moderators (rapporteurs) responsible for coordination of work on preparation of individual CROs

6. Public relations and promotion of the project

a. Relations/contacts with ITU

b. Relations/contacts with CIS states

c. Relations/contacts with UNECE states and states from other regions

d. Invitation letter to all other UN countries, according Recommendation L, Annex C, Article 2, §2.1
e. Revised Telecom Initiative web page
7.  Programme of work

8.  Other business

Note: It is recalled that documents for “Telecom Project” (as well as documents for the Working Party’s 6 sessions) are available at the WP.6 website ( http://www.unece.org/trade/stdpol)
.  

*   *   *   *   *

Annex 2

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Chair: Mr. Nuno  Encarnação (Switzerland)

	Title
	First Names
	Last Names
	Organization
	Gov. Rep.

	Mr.
	Christer
	Arvius
	National Board of Trade
	Sweden

	Mr.
	Bo
	Bergner
	PGS – The National Post and Telecom Agency
	Sweden

	Mr.
	Ron
	Box
	Australian Communications Authority
	Australia

	Mr.
	Lars
	Dittmer
	Ericsson, Stockholm, Sweden
	

	Mr.
	Per
	Döfnäs
	Ericsson Enterprise AB, Sweden
	

	Mr.
	Nuno
	Encarnação
	OFCOM – Swiss Federal Office for Communications
	Switzerland

	Mr.
	Wolfgang
	Heidrich
	German Regulatory Authority
	Germany

	Mr.
	Jean-Pierre
	Henninot
	Ministry of Economy, Finance and Industry
	France

	Ms.
	Nadezda
	Machutova
	Slovak Market Inspection (State Organization)
	Slovakia

	Mr.
	Stelica
	Nicula
	National Authority for Consumers’ Protection, Romania
	Romania

	Mrs.
	Kvetoslava
	Steinlova
	Slovak Office of Standards, Metrology and Testing
	Slovakia

	Mr.
	Janis
	Stripnieks
	LVS – National Standardization of Latvia
	Latvia

	Mr.
	Ivan
	Trebaticky
	Slovak Office of Standards, Metrology and Testing
	Slovakia

	Mr.
	Ramus
	Trevland
	NPT – Norwegian Post and Telecommunication Authority
	Norway

	Ms.
	Jantine
	Unger
	European Commission, Belgium
	

	Mr.
	Jonas
	Wessel
	PTS – The National Post and Telecom Agency
	Sweden


UNECE secretariat

	Mr.
	Serguei
	Kouzmine
	Secretary to WP.6

	Ms.
	Dominique
	Rames
	Senior Specialized Secretary


*    *    *    *   *
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Annex 3

Report from the Chairman of the Telecom Task Force

(Mr. Nuno ENCARNACAO)

Progress Report of UNECE “Telecom Initiative” 

From 2003 May to 2003 October

(Regulatory convergence dialogue with public authorities)

Time
17 October 2003

Executive Summary, Work plan:

Based on the Work Plan accepted during the May 2003 UNECE WP6 START meeting:

	Dead line (2003)
	Action planed
	Remark

	15 June
	First revision of the draft CROs based on the discussions at the meeting
	The documents are available on 

http://www.unece.org/trade/tips/wp6/wp6_start.htm


	15 June
	Minutes of the meeting
	The minutes in form of a summary report were produced, enhanced and are available on 

http://www.unece.org/trade/tips/wp6/wp6_start.htm


	15 June
	Draft terms of Reference for the Task Force
	The Draft Terms of Reference were produced with some delay and improved by UNECE START meeting in September 2003; they should be used as a base for other Tasks Forces within UNECE WP6; they are available on 

http://www.unece.org/trade/tips/wp6/wp6_start.htm


	1 July
	Identify candidate rapporteurs for the CROs
	Following experts volunteered to the rapporteurship of horizontal subjects: 

· Mr Rasmus Trevland (NTP, Norway) for Safety matters 

· Mr Ronald Storrs (PTS, Sweden) for EMC matters 

This nearly covers the totality of ”horizontal subjects” if a representative of the European Commission will confirm the acceptance of the function of rapporteur for part 1 of the CRO (administrative and procedural part of the documents).

Missing are now rapporteurs for technology specific aspects.   



	1 September

	First revised draft CROs from the rapporteurs
	Can only be made when some rapporteurs will be identified for the different CRO’s

	15 September

	Final papers for a tentative meeting on 7 October and confirmation whether       such a preparatory meeting is required 
	No specific document was received.

It was decided to transform the meeting of the 7 October in one audio conference among some of the most actively involved persons to prepare the meeting of WP6 (13 November)

	7 October
	Preparatory meeting (if required)
	An Audio conference took place on 17 October as explained above.

	13 November
	Meeting of the forthcoming Task Force on the Telecom Initiative
	Planned 

The Task Force will consider a formal “call for participation” according to the procedures of Recommendation L, Annex C, art 2.



	
	General 
	A number of contacts has been made, including with specialised media. 

There is a general support to the initiative but a formalisation of that support in terms of assuming a rapporteurship or clearly declaring the interest of a country to enter in detailed discussions has not been yet identified except for the cases cited below. 

Directly or indirectly experts representing National Authorities of the following countries or regions have been contacted: Armenia, Australia, Belarus, Canada, Japan, Philippine, Russia, South Africa, South America, Ukraine and USA 

One difficulty seems often to be that the National Authority for Trade is not always close to the one for Telecommunications   



	
	Secretary action for UNECE countries completed  
	(h) It was agreed that, the UNECE secretariat should distribute information of the meeting to all UNECE member countries inviting them to join the project and share the information about national regulatory regimes in the identified areas.

The Telecom project was presented at a number of UNECE meetings with the request to delegates to inform their competent national regulatory agencies. 




Present list of rapporteurs:
	Subject 
	Rapporteurs 
	Remarks 

	Part 1
	European Commission 
	(to confirm)

	GSM
	
	

	IMT-2000
	
	

	Bluetooth
	
	

	WLAN
	
	

	PC
	
	

	PSTN modem
	Mr Nuno Encarnação, OFCOM, Switzerland 
	

	Safety
	Mr Rasmus Trevland,  NTP, Norway 
	

	EMC
	Mr Ronald Storrs, PTS, Sweden
	

	Task Force
	Mr Nuno Encarnação, OFCOM, Switzerland
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