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In a recent publication, which he presented at the UN in Geneva, the World Bank economist, Harry Broadman, wrote about the emergence of two trading blocs in Europe: one centred on the European Union and the other on Russia and, mainly, the other Member States of EurAsEC present at this Conference. His conclusion was that the two blocs were moving at different speeds.  This, I believe could have negative consequences for the economic integration of Europe. 

Since the 1940s, the UNECE has provided a platform for developing norms, standards and tools that have facilitated the smooth economic relations between various groups of countries in the broader European space, encompassing also North America, all of the former Soviet Union and Israel. If this Conference helps to create an environment for making better use of international conventions and standards for trade information exchange, it will directly contribute to a more harmonized development between the various groups of countries in Europe. These standards include those of the UNECE and the World Customs Organization (WCO), many of which are based on modern computer technology and e-business. Increased use of these standards would contribute to innovation and technical progress in a harmonized way across countries and regions. Not only will this contribute, as I mentioned, to promoting smooth economic relations in the region, but it will also address the new challenge of the day:  to build broader integration in a world economy, in which the development of countries and regions is increasingly inter-related. 

We are pleased to welcome here representatives from our sister UN regional commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). A harmonized exchange of trade information along the land corridor between Europe and the Far East on the basis of UN standards and codes would be a clear achievement. One of the issues to be discussed at this Conference and a seminar at the Chamber of Commerce of the Russian Federation tomorrow is how to create the environment for Single Windows for exports and imports. These Single Windows can easily and quickly exchange information about consignments on the basis of harmonized data exchange standards. If, for a minute we could look into the future and see a chain of Single Windows along the land corridor between Europe and Asia, we would probably also see an easy and fast exchange of information inside the region and with the bigger trading blocs at its frontiers - drastically changing the speed of commercial flows across Eurasia, and altering the geography of world trade itself. 

On the programme of the Conference we also have a representative of the U.S. Customs and Border Protection agency, who will share with us the best practice from the U.S. for harmonizing data requirements and establishing a Single Window for gathering and distributing information among various agencies. The interest of the U.S. and EU countries in using international standards and codes, such as the UN Trade Data Elements Directory and the UN Location Code in gathering trade information from abroad has grown significantly after 11 September 2001. This points up the importance of the use of international standards and codes in strengthening the security of international trade flows.

We should not forget here the key problem of security related to international trade flows, which touches upon the traffic of drugs, arms, and illegal trade with the intent to support terrorism.  Improving the management of information flows related to international trade will significantly increase transparency, efficiency and, essentially, the security of international trade flows. This is an important issue in your region, but also for any other region in the world today. 

The countries represented here have the resources and skills to implement most of these international standards themselves; however, there is an important need to reinforce the political will for implementing trade facilitation measures and the use of international standards in all countries.  We hope that this Conference will make an important contribution to creating that political will. In the current drive towards more transparency and fighting corruption in international trade in your countries, trade facilitation, better trade information exchange and clear rules are key issues to address. 

Let me conclude with one other remark:  Trade facilitation cannot be let to market forces alone, and Governments have to use their spare resources to help business and society as a whole, so that the population can see its welfare rising.  “Spare resources” may be a bit of an overstatement.  But let me give you an example of what I mean. During the last five years at least two EurAsEC Member States (Russia and Kazakhstan) have witnessed an unprecedented upsurge of their revenue from oil and gas exports, which has made them world leaders in terms of trade balance. Uzbekistan also has a huge potential. The unique chance given by this energy dividend has to be used wisely for boosting development and diversifying exports, but also for trade facilitation: the simplification, automation and standardization of trade procedures in your region. I hope that this Conference will clearly demonstrate the benefits of trade facilitation and will, as I mentioned, contribute to raising the political will necessary to implement the related measures.

Thank you. 
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