	
	


[image: image1.wmf]
UNECE and UNESCAP

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

in collaboration with

the Eurasian Economic Community and 

the Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Republic of Kazakhstan

Integrated approach to trade facilitation 

and 

public-private partnerships in Central Asia
Opening seminar of the 
5th Tranche UN Development Account Project 
“Capacity Building in Support of Trade Integration with emphasis on Integrated Trade Information Flow Management and Trade Facilitation in Central Asia”
Preliminary programme

25-27 June 2007 

Akimate building, hall 1, 6th floor, central square (square of the Republic) 

Almaty, Kazakhstan

Website: http://www.unece.org/trade/workshop/workshop.htm

For more information, please contact: 

Gulsim Myrzakarimova, tel/fax: +7-3272 722 001, mobile: +7 333 2364621
Mario Apostolov, Regional Adviser, UNECE Trade, tel. +41 22 9171134, e-mail: mario.apostolov@unece.org 

Day One, 25 June 

Integrated Approach to Trade Facilitation
9:00
Registration

9:30
Welcome address
Ministry of Industry and Trade

Serik Primbetov, Deputy Secretary General of EurAsEC

Virginia Cram-Martos, Director UNECE Trade and Timber Division 

Moderator: Mario Apostolov, UNECE 
9:45 Session I: Integrated Approach to Trade Facilitation 
Integrated approach to trade and transport facilitation in Central Asia, main concepts 
Mario Apostolov, Regional Adviser, UNECE

Trade Facilitation in the Asia-Pacific region

Maria Misovicova, Trade Efficiency and Facilitation Section, Trade and Investment Division, UNESCAP 

Organization of trade processes and procedures: problems and solutions

Mrs. Damegul Kabieva, Director, Department Trade policy development, Ministry of industry and trade of Kazakhstan
Representatives of other Central Asian countries

11:00 – 11:15 coffee break

Support for Regional Cooperation in Central Asia

Jonathon Hornbrook, Manager, Support of Regional Economic Cooperation in Central Asia, GTZ
Customs Modernization, new Customs Codes and trade facilitation 

Baurzhan T. Abdishev, Deputy Chairman of Committee of Customs Control of Ministry of Finance of Kazakhstan
12:00 Session II: Other international organizations and initiatives working on Trade Facilitation 
Trade Facilitation and Data Requirement Harmonization in the EurAsEC member States

Vladimir Nekrasov, Head, Department of Customs and Border Issues, EurAsEC Secretariat

UNDP’s projects on trade development and facilitation 

UNDP

Customs modernization and paperless trade – implementation of international standards

Mr. Ying Qian, ADB, CAREC

USAID Regional Trade Liberalization and Customs Project
Mr. Michael Boyd, Senior Economist, Office of Economic Growth, USAID/Central Asia Regional Mission
Other organizations and initiatives (UNCTAD, TRACECA, etc.)

Results of the Seminar for WTO negotiators on trade facilitation from the CIS countries (Chisinau, June 2006)
Mario Apostolov, UNECE
The WTO negotiations from ESCAP’s position
Maria Misovicova, UNESCAP 

discussion 
13:00 – 14:30 lunch

14:30  Session III: Priority areas in the transition economies: trade information exchange and border-crossing facilitation
Integrated trade information flows and regional integration in Central Asia on the basis of international standards?  (including presentations on the UN Layout Key for trade documents, data harmonization, Single Windows and paperless trade) 

Border-crossing and transit facilitation: UNECE Conventions and tools

UNECE

Integrated Border Management and trade facilitation in the BOMCA programme

Pierre-Paul Antheunissens, Project manager, BOMCA, UNDP-Tashkent

16:00 – 16:15 coffee break
Transit transport issues in the region

Representatives of the transport industry 

The business community’s case for trade facilitation

Representatives of the business community

discussion
Day Two, 26 June

Public-Private Mechanisms for Trade Facilitation

9:00 Session IV: Mechanisms of Public-Private Partnership for Trade and Transport Facilitation
Public-private mechanisms for trade facilitation: types, National Trade and Transport Facilitation Bodies (UN/CEFACT Recommendation 4); functions, ways of financing, etc.

Mario Apostolov, Regional Adviser, UNECE

Public-private partnership on trade facilitation in the Asia-Pacific region: Dagang Net, Malaysia

Alvin Mah, Dagang Net, Malaysia  

Needs of the Region in Trade and Transport Measures 
Gennady Shestakov, President, Kazakh Association of Customs Brokers
Trade facilitation and public-private partnership in Sweden

Sonia Albarello, SWEPRO, Sweden 

Azerbaijan’s experience in trade and transport facilitation 

Shovgi Mehdizade, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Azerbaijan

Challenges and solutions for trade and transport facilitation in Afghanistan

Mr. Hedyatullah Watanyar Head of General Directorate of Transit and Trade Facilitation, Ministry of Commerce and Industry of Afghanistan

Discussion on: 

· structure and functions of a PPP body for trade facilitation 

· financing the PPP mechanisms for trade and transport facilitation

11:00 – 11:15 coffee break
ASEAN Single Window Initiative and Data Harmonization
Eva Chan, Malaysia
Possible projects in Central Asia: A “Document server ” and an example of an e-document
Jan Placek, FITPRO, Czech Republic
Enhancing agricultural exports from Central Asia using international agricultural standards and trade facilitation

Akmal Makhmudov, UNECE

The need to facilitate and automate trade in order to boost exports and growth

Center for Marketing and Analytical Research, Almaty

Experience and future plans for interagency cooperation measures
Country representatives 

International cooperation, adoption of international standards, data requirement harmonization and interoperable Single Windows
Representatives of the countries and international experts

13:00 – 15:00 lunch

15:00  
Session V: Focus on Kazakhstan: Mechanisms for Public-Private Partnerships in Trade and Transport Facilitation 
Statements by: 

· Ministry of Industry and Trade 

· Customs Control Agency

· Chamber of Commerce 

· UNECE

16:00 – 16:15 coffee break

Conclusions 

DAY THREE, 27 June

Organizational meeting of the 5th tranche United Nations Development Account Project

9:00 –13:00: Organizational meeting of country focal points for the 5th tranche UN Development Account project on Trade Facilitation 
Presentation of the 5th tranche UNDA project on trade facilitation (essential trade facilitation measures; Single Windows, simplification and automation of trade information exchange; streamlining border-crossing procedures)

Mario Apostolov, Regional Adviser UNECE

Tour-de-table: All country representatives describe the state of pay of trade facilitation in their countries, their concerns and needs with special focus on the planned activities under the UNDA. 

11:00 – 11:15 coffee break
Discussion on finalizing the work plan of the UNDA project, defining the expected final results

Finalizing the list of agreed activities under the Result Oriented Work Plan of the UNDA project (Annex 2 of the project document)

13:00 end and coffee break
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