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Changes in 
procedures related 
to protecting 
people’s health 
from COVID-19

 COVID-19 is declared a pandemic on 11 March 2020
 Governments of the SPECA participating countries

introduced border crossing limitations on physical
persons

 Moving of goods suffered only from occasional
limitations of road transport; railway transport continues
to operate in the SPECA region without any limitations.



Measures introduced 
by the Governmnets of 
the SPECA countries

 measures in the area 
of border crossing 
procedures related to 
protection of people’s 
health

 anti-crisis non-tariff 
measures



Measures in respect of people’s health relating to the border 
crossing procedures (SPECA countries)

 International road transportation of goods is conducted in 
compliance with quarantine and sanitary and epidemiological rules;

 Each country defined a limited list of checkpoints that should 
continue servicing international road transport

 Drivers, independently of their nationalities should use foreign 
passports when crossing national borders;

 Moving of goods on road cargo vehicles originating from countries 
with high exposure to COVID-19, or on road cargo vehicles transiting 
by such countries within the 15 days timeframes is allowed to cross 
the border if:
 the driver is changed;
 either the truck is changed to a truck originating from the 

country of destination or the cargo is transhipped to a vehicle 
registered in the country of destination.



Measures aiming to the protect the 
people’s health, related to the border 
crossing procedures

 Upon arrival to the country of transit or the 
country of destination, all foreign carriers 
are tested for COVID-19 (Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan) 
independently from the category of the 
carriage

 Between the checkpoints «Dusti» of 
Tajikistan and «Sariossiye» of Uzbekistan 
testing for COVID-19 is conducted at the 
«neutral zone» with no basic facilities 
available because of high concentration of 
vehicles.



Measures aiming to the protect the people’s health, 
related to the border crossing procedures

 Tajikistan – prohibition on entry 
of foreign transporters

 Turkmenistan – prohibition on 
entry of foreign transporters, of 
transit and departure of national 
transporters from the country 
(transhipment and exchange of 
truck vehicles are permitted).

 Tajikistan allowed passage of 
road vehicles with drivers that 
present a negative COVID-19 
testing certificate issued in the 
neighbouring countries. 



Synthesis 
 Closure of borders disrupted the supply chains. 
 Transit times increased because of 

requirements to test drivers (temperature, 
conducting testing to COVID-19 and awaiting its 
results, etc.).

 Passage time of cargo vehicles through 
checkpoints and transit points is now increased 
and takes up to 2-4 days, in some cases even 
up to 7 days. 

 Waiting lines increased at the national borders 
(for Kyrgyzstan-China border up to 500 vehicles 
long).



Measures undertaken lead to:

 general reduction of quality of 
transportation (breakdown of 
delivery times, increase of delivery 
costs),

 reduction of volumes of 
transportation (reduction of orders, 
related in particular with lockdown 
of some manufacturing facilities and 
limitations imposed on trade of 
non-essential goods)



Anti-crisis non-tariff measures during the global pandemic
 We can observe simultaneous modification of policies of different 

countries and substantial change of character of foreign trade 
regulation

 Limitations on trade are predominantly in the area of export, 
while easings are relating the imports.

 A substantial part of limitations involved the use of:
 sanitary and phytosanitary measures (reduced use of paper 

documents, ban on importing animals, fish and insects from 
the PRC) and

 technical measures (procedures of registration and 
authorization, facilitation of conditions relating to the market 
access).  

 Limitations are taking the following forms:
 direct bans on exports, 
 quantitative limitations on exports,
 permitting regime of exports (licencing measures)



Imports regulating 
measures

 Easings for imports (temporary waiver of import tariffs) :
 personal protection gear (medical articles, testing systems, disinfecting articles, 

mechanical ventilation  devices (Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, EAEU countries)
 Foodstuffs (Uzbekistan, EAEU countries)

 Ban on import of foodstuffs from PRIC (Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan)
 Temporary facilitation of procedure relating to proving the country of origin of goods, that 

is applied to the goods being imported from developing countries and LDCs, including the 
possibility to provide an electronic of paper copy of the certificate of origin (EAEU)



Export regulating measures

Limitations on exports of:
 Personal protection gear 

(Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, EAEU 
countries, Tajikistan)

 Foodstuffs (EAEU countries, 
Tajikistan)

 Temporary export quotas on 
foodstuffs (Kazakhstan)



Notification of countries on trade relating measures

 Bans and limitations are often agains the WTO 
rules. 

 However, such rules provide for exceptional 
circumstances that allow to introduce 
temporary measures to prevent or alieviate a 
critical shortage of foodstuffs or other goods of 
utmost importance for the exporting country. 

 However, countries are not timely notifying of 
such measures

 WTO appeals to the Governments of its 
member States to ensure transparency for the 
limitations on trade being introduced in such 
exceptional circumstances. 



Thank you for your attention!


	How COVID-19 influences the border crossing procedures in the SPECA subregion
	Changes in procedures related to protecting people’s health from COVID-19
	Measures introduced by the Governmnets of the SPECA countries
	Measures in respect of people’s health relating to the border crossing procedures (SPECA countries)
	Measures aiming to the protect the people’s health, related to the border crossing procedures
	Measures aiming to the protect the people’s health, related to the border crossing procedures
	Synthesis 
	Measures undertaken lead to:
	Anti-crisis non-tariff measures during the global pandemic
	Imports regulating measures
	Export regulating measures
	Notification of countries on trade relating measures
	Thank you for your attention!

