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Role of trade facilitation
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• Trade contributes to inclusive growth and reduce poverty.

• Trade facilitation promises to lower trade costs, save 

time, and assure trade exchanges to the benefit of its 

developing countries. 



Gains from trade facilitation will be large for 
developing countries facing high trade costs
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Intraregional and Extra-Regional Comprehensive Trade Costs 

in Asia and the Pacific (tariff equivalent), 2010–2015 
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Trade facilitation and transportation are the 
backbone of the CAREC program 

• CAREC’s two strategic objectives—trade expansion 
and improving competitiveness

5

Investment projects (left; $bil) and Technical Assistance (right; $mil) in 

CAREC (as of end-2016)

Source: CAREC Program Portfolio.
http://www.carecprogram.org/index.php?page=carec-projects&type=technical-assistance#table_start



Key achievements in trade facilitation in 
2011–2016
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A sustainable regional cooperation mechanism at the country and 
regional levels were established.

International standards that CAREC countries have subsequently 
adopted in legislation and regulations were introduced.

The Corridor Performance Measurement and Monitoring was 
introduced in 2009.

Based on bottlenecks identified through the monitoring measure, 
CAREC formulated multi-country programs and projects.



Challenges and Opportunities

• Close coordination among multiple countries and agencies 
is a key challenge. 

• We need continue to promote integrated trade facilitation, 
all the while strengthening core competencies.

• Need to embrace opportunities of digital technologies and 
e-commerce
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Thank you!


