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Second High-Level Seminar on Trade in Central Asia, 

Eleventh meeting of the Thematic Working Group on Trade 

Implementing Trade Facilitation and the Sustainable Development Goals in Central Asia
Geneva, WTO headquarters, room E (Arthur Dunkel Room)

10 July 2017

(agenda)
 
The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) is organizing a High-level Seminar on the implementation of trade facilitation and regional trade cooperation among the Central Asian countries, Afghanistan and Azerbaijan
 and a meeting of the Working Group on Trade at the WTO headquarters in Geneva, on 10 July 2017. It will focus on the following themes supporting the implementation of the trade-related Sustainable Development Goals in Central Asia (SDG 17.10 and SDG 17.11): 

· Opportunities and challenges for the countries from participation in the rules-based multilateral trading system: experiences and lessons learnt;

· Trade facilitation and expanding regional trade: existing trade facilitation projects in the subregion and entry into force of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement; exchange of experiences and possibilities for mutual assistance among the countries;

· Partnerships in support for trade facilitation and the Sustainable Development Goals in Central Asia: discussion including representatives of the countries, international organizations and development partners;
· Possibilities for involving the private sector in support for trade facilitation and a regional market.
The event will review national and regional plans and strategies of the Central Asian countries for trade development and facilitation. It could also strengthen cooperation among trade diplomats of the SPECA countries. 

Target audience: policy makers from the Central Asian countries, Afghanistan and Azerbaijan. 

H.E. Mr. Saidrahmon Nazrizoda, First Deputy Minister of Economic Development and Trade of Tajikistan, and chair of the SPECA Working Group on Trade, will moderate the seminar and a meeting of the SPECA Working Group on Trade. Its overall objective is to foster exchange of experiences and mutual assistance among the SPECA countries, in order to implement trade facilitation and achieve the trade-related SDGs; review a regional trade facilitation strategy and foster a regional private sector network in support of these objectives.
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	Implementing Trade Facilitation and Sustainable Development Goals in Central Asia 


	9:30 -11:00
	Meeting of representatives of the SPECA countries.

	Chair: Mr. Saidrahmon Nazrizoda, First Deputy Minister of Economic Development and Trade, Tajikistan and Chair of the SPECA Working Group on Trade

	11:00 – 

11:10
	Opening: Mr Saidrahmon Nazrizoda, Tajikistan, 
                 Mr Geoffrey Hamilton, Acting Director, UNECE Economic Cooperation and Trade Division

	11:10 –

13:00 
	Session I. Trade Facilitation. Opportunities and Challenges for Trade in the Region
Speakers: 
Progress in trade facilitation and regional cooperation in trade 

Mr. Saidrahmon Nazrizoda, First Deputy Minister of Economic Development and Trade, Tajikistan, Chair of the SPECA Working Group on Trade 

Status of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement implementation: implications for the region

Ms. Sheri Rosenow, WTO, Trade Facilitation

Trade Facilitation and Sustainable Development in the Region: Readiness assessments and training

Mr. Mario Apostolov, Regional Adviser, UNECE Trade 
Reports on procedural and regulatory barriers to trade 

Mr. Mika Vepsalainen, Head, Market Access Section, UNECE: 

Trade Facilitation Activities in the SPECA Region

Mr. Yann Duval, Head, Trade Facilitation, ESCAP

World Bank-supported trade facilitation projects in the SPECA region

Mr. Bill Gain, Global Program Manager, Trade Facilitation & Logistics, World Bank Group
WTO post-accession and trade facilitation activities in Afghanistan

H.E Mohammad Qurban Haqjo Ambassador & Permanent Representative of I.R. of Afghanistan to the WTO

Measures and projects on trade facilitation in Kazakhstan and implementation of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement 
Mr. Kairat Torebayev, Director, Department of the International cooperation, Ministry of National economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan
Tour de table: other representatives of the SPECA countries: exchange of experiences; establishment and functioning of National Trade Facilitation Committees; possibilities for mutual assistance on the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement; a regional trade facilitation strategy; Single Window interoperability, and other issues.

	13:00 – 14:30
	Lunch break

	14:30 – 15:00
	Progress in implementing trade facilitation and regional cooperation in trade (cont.)

Tour de table: representatives of the SPECA countries.

	15:00 – 16:00
	Session II: Achieving the Trade-related Sustainable Development Goals in SPECA 

Speakers: 
Ms. Daniele Gelz, UNDP, on latest work on the SDGs in the countries, 
Ms. Anja von Moltke, Head, Environment and Trade Unit, Resources and Markets Branch, Economy Division, United Nations Environment: Green Economy and trade governance.
Ms. Mia Mikic, Director, Trade, Investment and Innovation Division, ESCAP

H.E Mohammad Qurban Haqjo Ambassador & Permanent Representative of I.R. of Afghanistan to the WTO

Ms. Juneyoung Lee, WTO Accession Division
Mr. Kairat Torebayev, Director, Department of the International cooperation, Ministry of National economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan
Tour de table: other representatives of the SPECA countries: implementation of the trade-related SDGs, plans for mutual assistance

	16:00 – 17:00
	Session III: Partnerships for Trade Facilitation and Sustainable Development in the Region
Speakers (development partners): 
Dr. Bambang Susantono, Vice President for Knowledge Management and Sustainable Development, Asian Development Bank, 
Mr. Jan Hoffmann, Chief, Trade Logistics Branch, Division on Technology and Logistics, UNCTAD
Mr. Karl Bartels, Advisor on trade policy, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)
   Ms. Katarina Hruba, Global Alliance for Trade Facilitation, World Economic Forum
Discussion

	17:00 – 17:30
	Conclusions and Recommendations: The Steps ahead


� Back-to-back with the 6th WTO Aid-for-Trade Review meeting (11 – 13 July 2017)


� For further information, please contact Mr. Mario Apostolov, Regional Adviser, UNECE Trade (e-mail: mario.apostolov@unece.org; tel.:+4122 9171134; fax: +4122 9170037) and Ms. Mijidgombo Oyunjargal (e-mail: mijidgombo.oyunjargal@unece.org, tel. +41 22 9174147)


� These are the countries participating in the UN Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia (SPECA): Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 
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