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Note by the seecretariat

1. With June 2004 marking the target date for accession to the European Union for 10 new Member
Sates, the timing of this proposed policy segment - spring 2004 - isided for looking beyond enlargement a
some of the fundamental questions confronting Governments, the business community and civil society:

How will EU enlargement affect the region’s prosperity?

How can foreign direct investment, both for acceding and non-acceding countries, beattracted into
awider Europe?

What trade facilitation arrangements will most it the new trading environment?

2. The 2004 policy segment meeting would focus on facilitating trade and enterprise devel opment across
the future borders of Europe, as well as on how UNECE could contribute to improving communications and
cooperation among countries of the region. 1t would also consider how UNECE could respond to these new
chalenges through cross-sectord initiatives and how it could contribute to regiona cooperétion in this new
political context.
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3. UNECE, with its 55 State membership, offersan bleforum for intergovernmenta discussonon
such post-enlargement issues. 1t hasfor years been insrumenta infacilitating trade, trangt and cusoms metters
and promoting common legal instruments for trangport and cross-border cooperation throughout the region.

4, To capitdize on this experience and placeit at the disposal of member States, whether or not they are
likely to participate in the EU, the UNECE will hold a series of meetings on the theme, “A Wider Europe’
throughout 2003 and 2004. The proposed policy segment for 2004 on post-enlargement woul d take stock of
and build upon the outcome of these meetings.
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