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Summary 

The Bureau of the UNECE Committee on Trade, at their meeting on 6 October 
2011, decided to review the strategic focus of UNECE’s Subprogramme 6 on Trade. The 
Bureau held a brainstorming session in January 2012 to discuss the Chair’s approach, after 
which the Chair completed the strategy with the support of the secretariat, in consultation 
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United Nations Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business, Working Party on 
Regulatory Cooperation and Standardization Policies (WP.6) and Working Party on 
Agricultural Quality Standards (WP.7). 
 

This strategy aims at defining the key areas where the Committee and its subsidiary 
bodies create added value to member States through enhanced cooperation in the context of 
the UNECE parliamentary machinery and through support to implementation, in particular, 
in transition economies in the UNECE region.  
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I.  Objective 

1. The objective of the Committee on Trade is to facilitate trade and trade-related 
economic cooperation among countries of the ECE region and with the rest of the world. In 
particular, by supporting improved efficiency, transparency and predictability along trade 
supply chains through: standards; procedural and regulatory best practices; and 
international cooperation. 

  Relationship to the Millennium Development Goals 

2. By helping its member countries consolidate rule-based, predictable and non-
discriminatory procedures for trade systems, the Committee on Trade (CT) directly 
contributes to target A under MDG 8: "Develop further an open, rule-based, predictable, 
non-discriminatory trading and financial system".  

3. The Committee places special emphasis is also placed on assisting the region’s low 
and middle-income countries, most of which are landlocked, thereby contributing to target 
C under MDG 8: "Address the special needs of landlocked developing countries and small 
island developing States".  

4. In assisting these countries, the focus is on: lowering the cost of complying with 
rules and procedures for both governments and businesses; levelling the playing field for 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in relation to larger ones; and on increasing the 
efficiency of government services. Benefits from such changes can have an immediate, 
positive impact on enterprise profitability and investment decisions, thereby contributing to 
target B under MDG 1 "Achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all, 
including women and young people".  

 II. Context 

5. The past 20 years have seen UNECE low and middle-income countries1 launch 
multi-faceted reform plans to consolidate and further develop market-based economies. 
Ranging from economic liberalization and stabilization policies to privatization, 
investment, labour policies and enterprise development initiatives, these plans have been 
proceeding at different paces.  

6. Irrespective of their scope and pace, reform efforts have persistently emphasized the 
role of trade expansion and diversification in supporting structural transformation and a 
move toward production activities with greater value-added content. This policy orientation 
finds its strongest expression in the numerous regional initiatives to which these countries 
are signatories, including: Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organization; Central 
European Free Trade Agreement; Commonwealth of Independent States; Eurasian 
Economic Union; Economic Cooperation Organization; and Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development.  

7. Reaping the full benefits from their trade development efforts requires targeted 
efforts to address trade-related regulatory and procedural bottlenecks. These bottlenecks are 
caused by excessive and complicated documentary requirements; insufficient use of 
automated systems; lack of transparency, predictability and consistency in licensing and 

  

  1 For the list of these countries, refer to annex 1 
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customs activities; lack of modernization; lack of cooperation between border control 
agencies; and disparate standardization and technical regulations.  

8. These bottlenecks pose barriers to trade of greater significance than tariffs by 
inflating transaction costs.  Measured at the global level, it is estimated that a 1 per cent 
reduction in trade transaction costs would bring annual gains of about $40 million, with 
developing and transition economies being the biggest winners in relative terms.2 Studies 
have also shown that that each day saved in shipping time, is worth a 0.5 percentage point 
reduction of ad-valorem tariff.3

  

 III. Why the UNECE Committee on Trade? 

9. As a multilateral platform for facilitating greater economic integration and 
sustainable development, the CT seeks to facilitate trade and economic cooperation among 
ECE's 56-member States and support their integration into international markets through 
coordinated action with development partners and stakeholders. 

 A. Tailored solutions that are locally appropriate and internationally 
recognized 

10. The CT delivers its mandate by promoting and maintaining norms, standards, 
recommendations and best practice guidelines in the areas of trade facilitation; regulatory 
cooperation and standardization policy; and, agricultural quality standards. These serve as 
policy tools for improving the efficiency, transparency and predictability of the 
international trade system. 

11. These norms, standards, recommendations and best practice guidelines are 
developed by the CT's inter-governmental subsidiary bodies based on identified needs and 
stakeholder requests and in close consultation with public and private sector representatives 
from both developed countries and transition economies. Consultations are carried out in a 
continuous manner to ensure national ownership (see 3.3 below), while also responding to: 
existing and emerging needs of member States; technological innovations; and changes in 
the WTO-administered multilateral trading system.  

12. Below is a brief description of the CT's body of norms, standards, recommendations 
and best practices guidelines. 

  Committee on Trade  

13. The CT undertakes studies and provides a discussion forum for identifying national, 
sub-regional and regional areas for cooperation. These studies and discussions are focused 
on the areas CT’s subsidiary areas of work, with the aim of providing countries with 
recommendations for supporting their development efforts at the planning and 
implementation levels.  

14. The CT promotes the implementation of standards, norms, recommendations and 
guideline tools developed by its subsidiary bodies within the UNECE region, particularly in 
transition economies and beyond. The CT also raises topical issues emerging from the work 

  

  2 See, OECD (Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development) (2003). Quantitative 
Assessment of the Benefits of Trade Facilitation, Working Party of the Trade Committee TD/TC/WP. 

  3 Hummels, D. (2001) .Time as a Trade Barrier, Mimeo, Purdue University, USA. 
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of the subsidiary bodies of direct relevance to the region's trade development, so that 
member states could inform the subsidies as to the areas that require new/updated 
standards, norms, recommendations and guideline tools. Below is an overview of the work 
of the CT’s subsidiary bodies. 

  UN Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business (UN/CEFACT) 

15. Membership in UN/CEFACT is open to experts from the public and private sector, 
nominated by their heads of delegation. Stakeholders from around the world are involved – 
from developed and developing as well as transition economies – in order to promote and 
support simple, efficient and transparent commercial and government business processes4 
for international trade. In so doing, the Centre acts as a focal point for supporting trade 
facilitation at the national, regional and global levels.  

16. UN/CEFACT develops and maintains:  

(a)  Trade facilitation recommendations; 

  (b)  Electronic business standards;5 

(c)  Technical specifications and tools;  

  (d)  Guidelines, in order to achieve the following objectives: 

(i) Simplifying and eliminating redundancies in international trade 
procedures and information flows throughout the international supply chain; 

(ii) Promoting paperless trading systems; 

(iii) Ensuring cross-sectoral interoperability6 in the exchange of 
information between all participants in the international supply chain, be they 
public or private sector stakeholders; 

(iv) Promoting best practice and technical cooperation. 

17. UN/CEFACT has led the way as a centre of competency by developing, to date, 
around 35 recommendations as well as a range of norms, standards, technical 
specifications, guidelines and tools, all of which are used extensively throughout the world. 
Many of these standards are also recognized by the International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO). Examples include UN/EDIFACT (United Nations/Electronic Data 
Interchange For Administration, Commerce and Transport); United Nations Layout Key for 
Documents; and, the Core Components Library. 7 

  Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation and Standardization Policies (WP.6) 

18. The Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation and Standardization Policies (WP.6) 
develops best practices in the areas of: technical regulations and regulatory cooperation; 
standardization policies, conformity assessment; consumer protection; and market 
surveillance at the national, regional and international levels. In addition to national 

  

  4 The term business refers to  a series of processes, each having a clearly understood purpose, 
involving more than one organization, realized through the exchange of information and directed 
towards some mutually agreed upon goal, extending over a period of time. 

  5 The term standard refers to a document, established by consensus and approved by a recognized 
body that provides, for common and repeated use, guidelines or characteristics for activities or their 
results, aimed at the achievement of the optimum degree of order in a given context. 

  6 The seamless, automatic exchange of information between computer systems 
  7 UN/CEFACT standards are available at www.unece.org/cefact/index.html 
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delegation, participation is open to businesses, standards-making bodies, market support 
institutions and international organizations.  

 
19. WP.6 holds one plenary session every year, and the follow-up on recommendations 
and  implementation of the work programme is carried out by groups of experts. Specific 
deliverables by WP.6 include, for its areas of work: 

(a) Recommendations aimed at facilitating international trade through the 
harmonization of national policies and the promotion of best practices based on good-
governance principles; 

(b) Common frameworks of technical regulations for key economic activities. 
These frameworks are based on international standards, thereby setting a basis for national 
legislation and for guiding regulatory convergence among countries; 

(c) Advisory services and capacity-building projects to assist countries with the 
implementation of best practices. 

20. To date, WP.6 has developed 16 recommendations; all of which are widely 
implemented by governments as well as industry and international organizations. The most 
recent recommendations focus on crisis and risk management in regulatory frameworks and 
on good market surveillance policies and practices. 8 Other important, recent results include: 
four regulatory frameworks (on telecommunications equipment, earthmoving machinery, 
equipment used in environments with an explosive atmosphere, and pipeline safety) a 
glossary of market surveillance terms; and a database on market surveillance authorities.  

  Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards (WP.7) 

21. Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards (WP.7) brings together a network 
of experts from developed and transition economies in order to develop agricultural quality 
standards covering a wide spectrum of products under the following clusters: fresh fruit and 
vegetables (FFV); dry and dried produce (DDP); seed potatoes; meat, eggs and egg 
products; and cut flowers. In addition, explanatory materials and other activities are 
developed to support a consistent application of the standards.  

22. This work is geared towards achieving the following objectives: 

• Encouraging high-quality production 

• Improving agricultural profitability 

• Protecting consumer interests.  

23. WP.7’s development work has resulted, to date, in close to one hundred agricultural 
quality standards, which are regularly updated to take into account new developments. 
These standards are used internationally by Governments, country groupings (in particular 
the European Union), producers, traders, importers, exporters and international 
organizations. The Working Party has also produced several explanatory brochures on the 
use of its standards. 9 Most recently, WP.7 has prepared a revised draft of the Geneva 
Protocol, which sets an international framework for guiding work on agricultural quality 
standards.  

  

  8 WP.6  recommendations are available on the  UNECE website at 
http://www.unece.org/trade/wp6/recommendations/recommendations.html 

  9 WP.7 standards are available on the UNECE website at 
http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/welcome.html 
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 B. Integrated targeting of regulatory and procedural barriers to trade  

24. To help countries with economies in transition further develop efficient, transparent 
and predictable trading systems, the CT carries out needs assessment studies on regulatory 
and procedural barriers to trade. These studies are based on an integrated evaluation 
methodology that draws on the CT's experience and other evaluation methodologies10 in 
order to identify both behind and at-the-border barriers to trade in goods. 

25. A central element to this methodology is a focus on the entire international supply 
chain. This is done through the buy-ship-pay reference model developed by UN/CEFACT, 
which defines   international trade transactions as   a single process, rather than a series of 
fragmented activities. Thus, the different actors (including government agencies, 
intermediaries and traders) are analysed in terms of their contribution to improving the 
efficiency, transparency and predictability of the end-to-end value chain.11  Moreover, trade 
documents and procedures are measured against the UNECE’s key trade facilitation 
principles, including: transparency, communication, consultation and cooperation; 
simplification, practicality and efficiency; non-discrimination, consistency, predictability 
and due process; harmonization, standardization and recognition; and modernization and 
the use of new technology.12  

26. In the area of regulatory cooperation and standardization policy, and drawing on the 
work of WP.6, the CT combines a supply chain approach with the product lifecycle 
approach to promote the development of technical regulations based on Standards, Quality 
assurance, Accreditation and Metrology (SQAM). This approach takes into account the 
contribution that different regulations and institutions can make during the product life 
cycle, starting from product design, then to placing the product on the market and ending 
with its distribution.   

27. In carrying out these needs assessments, the CT takes a step further the trade 
performance indicators implemented by international organizations such as the World Bank 
and the World Economic Forum.  Both the Trade and Logistics Performance Index and 
Cross Border Trade Indicator as well as the Burden of Customs Procedures Index point to 
critical non-tariff barriers that impede, even defeat, trade development efforts. Yet, the 
nature of these indicators, which measure final impact, does not allow for an in-depth 
analysis of the reasons behind these shortfalls. As shown below, under Deliverable 1.1, the 
CT complements the work of its development partners by identifying the reasons behind the 
current state of affairs, exploring practical and feasible solutions and contributing to the 
development of national monitoring and evaluation systems by providing suggestions for 
implementing recommendations. 

  

  10 The UNECE methodologies drew on: World Bank (2010) “Trade and Transport Facilitation 
Assessment: A Practical Toolkit for Country Implementation” ; WTO (2009) “Negotiations on Trade 
Facilitation: Self-Assessment Guide”;  United Nations Development Programme (2008) “Trade and 
Human Development: How to Conduct Trade Needs Assessment in Transition Economies”; 
International Trade Centre (ITC) (2004) “Road Map for Quality”; ITC (2010) Non-Tariff Measures 
Survey Questionnaires, mimeograph; and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(2009) “Classification of Non-tariff Measures”. 

  11 For a detailed discussion of this Model, see UNECE Recommendation 18 (UNECE, 2001) at 
http://www.unece.org/tradewelcome/areas-of-work/un-centre-for-trade-facilitation-and-e-business-
uncefact/outputs/cefactrecommendationsrec-index/list-of-trade-facilitation-recommendations-n-16-to-
20.html. 

  12 UNECE (2006). Towards an Integrated Strategy for UN/CEFACT, Geneva, Switzerland. 
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 C. National ownership through participatory approaches 

28. The CT emphasizes a participatory approach to both the design and implementation 
stages of its activities. Beyond ensuring national ownership and responsiveness to national 
needs, such an approach helps identify and build upon the mutual interests and the 
interdependence between public and private sector stakeholders, as well as between 
different public sector stakeholders. This approach also allows for targeted decision-making 
and implementation as well as generating new stakeholder impetus for economic and trade 
reform. The CT's participatory approaches take two forms: policy networks and national 
advisory committees. 

  Policy networks 

29. Policy networks bring together stakeholders from public and private sector 
institutions, and academia, from both developed and transition economies.  These networks 
are supported by the CT's subsidiary bodies, and are mandated to develop and maintain 
standards, norms, recommendations and best practice guidelines pursuant to requests from 
stakeholders and taking into account the findings of trade needs assessment studies, and 
innovative new technologies.  

30. The stakeholders in policy networks, who come from government agencies, 
specialized bodies (such as standardization bodies), non-governmental organizations and 
academia, are involved in a continuous problem-solving process. They also contribute to 
building national capacity, as members learn from one another and then communicate the 
experiences and knowledge gained to others in their countries. 

  National advisory committees 

31.  National Advisory Committees (NAC) act as the UNECE’s national counterpart for 
preparing and implementing trade needs assessment studies, and bring together 
representatives from all relevant ministries and public institutions. For example, in the case 
of Belarus, the Committee is headed by of the Minister of Economy, while the Kazakh 
Committee is headed by the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade. 

32. The NAC is assembled at the beginning of the Studies to provide input on national 
priorities, needs and expectations and its members are consulted throughout the needs 
assessment process. Thereafter, the NAC assigns a focal point for liaising with the 
secretariat during the study’s implementation, and it is through this focal point that the 
secretariat channels its queries and requests for further information. The NAC is then 
convened at the end of the needs assessment to discuss the findings of the studies, ascertain 
the feasibility of proposed recommendations, and to identify requirements for their 
successful implementation. 

 D. Continuous engagement 

33. A key feature of the CT's approach is a commitment to continuous engagement with 
beneficiary countries beyond the international funding cycle. This continued involvement is 
inherent in the CT's mandate as an intergovernmental organization that forms part of the 
UNECE, whose beneficiaries are among its members and whose primary work is based on 
regular meetings of government representatives, and technical experts. As previously 
mentioned, the CT has a long-term mandate for economic development in the region, and 
particularly in its low and medium-income countries with economies in transition. 
Therefore, work initiated and supported by extra-budgetary financing forms the basis for 
action and further development, even after initial project funding may come to an end. 
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34. Some examples of the CT's continuing engagement include: 

(a) The development, pursuant to a request from the government of Belarus, of 
an action plan for implementing the recommendations emerging from the trade needs 
assessment study on Belarus; 

(b) Support to United Nations capacity-building initiatives such as the United 
Nations Network of Exports for Paperless Trade in Asia Pacific (UNNexT) 13 and the joint 
United Nations Regional Commission approach to trade facilitation through the 
development of recommendations, standards and guidelines for their use; 

(c) Follow-up by WP.7 on recently completed projects14, which have laid the 
groundwork for spreading biotechnological production methods for potatoes in the 
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS).  

 E. Coordinated interventions and joint action  

35. Coordinated intervention and joint action are important principles for the CT and its 
subsidiary bodies, drawing on the regional coordination mandate of the UNECE. 
Coordination is ensured through alliances and partnerships with government agencies, 
international development organizations, donor agencies and private sector institutions. 
Through these mechanisms, the CT and its subsidiary bodies carry out joint activities, 
thereby achieving economies of scale and scope; and ensuring coherence and the broadest 
possible participation in its work. Recent examples include:  

(a) The SPECA15 Aid-for-Trade (AfT) Implementation and Monitoring Council, 
SPECA AfT Council for short, co-founded by the CT secretariat, with development partners, 
pursuant to a request by SPECA countries to serve as the follow-up mechanism to the (AfT) 
Roadmap for SPECA Ministerial Conference, held in Baku, in December 2010.16  

(b) The "Joint United Nations regional commissions’ Approach on Trade 
Facilitation" initiative, spearheaded by UN/CEFACT, which brings together the five UN 
regional commissions (UNECA, UNECE, UNECLAC, UNESCAP, UNESCWA).  

(c) The Joint ITC/UNECE (CT) Study on procedural and regulatory barriers to 
trade in Kazakhstan, where the International Trade Centre (ITC) is interviewing a wide 
range of exporters and importers and the UNECE (CT) is interviewing trade service 
providers (such as transporters and customs brokers) as well as government agencies.   

  

  13 Initially funded by the United Nations Development Account (UNDA) 
  14 The projects were funded from the Russian Voluntary Contribution Fund (RVCF) and the UNDA. 
  15 SPECA is the United Nations Special Programme for Central Asia, Afghanistan and Azerbaijan 

which is supported by UNECE and the United Nations Economic Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (ESCAP). SPECA member countries are: Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. 

  16 Information on the Baku Ministerial Conference is available on the UNECE website 
http://www.unece.org/trade/SPECA-AfTBaku2010/welcome.html. Information on the follow-up 
process after Baku  is available on the UNECE website: http://unece.org/tradewelcome/aid-for-trade-
roadmap-for- speca-region-initiative.html, which provides background information, activities of UN 
agencies in the region, trade-related publications on the region, projects, and meetings and events in 
support of the Aft Roadmap for SPECA.  
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36. In addition, the CT and its subsidiary bodies cooperate and coordinate with a wide 
range of other international organizations and development partners17.  

 

 IV. Principles under which the Committee on Trade works 

37. The following are principles that are applied across all of the work under the 
Committee on Trade: 

(a) Taking both a regional and global perspective;  

(b) Cooperating with other development partners; 

(c) Emphasizing public-private partnership and the integration of all 
stakeholders; 

(d) Building upon information technology (IT) and IT innovation to develop 
appropriate solutions;  

(e) Prioritizing work based on available resources and member State priorities;  

(f) Updating strategies continuously based on feedback from businesses and 
governments; 

(g) Developing targeted deliverables that are developed interactively, involving 
both businesses and governments. 

 V. Goals and deliverables 

38. The following goals and deliverables are mutually supportive with, for example, the 
norms, standards and guidelines developed under Goal 3 serving as the basis for much of 
the work under Goals 1, 2 and 4. 

Goal 1: To support the identification of trade-related needs in both the public and 
private sectors, with a special emphasis on: standards; procedural and regulatory best 
practices; and cooperation at the national, regional, international and inter-
organizational levels. 

Deliverables 

1.1.  Studies of regulatory and procedural barriers to trade in countries with economies 
in transition, with action-oriented recommendations. 

39. UNECE needs assessment Studies on regulatory and procedural barriers to trade 
provide policy makers with benchmarks for assessing progress; foster national consultation 
processes; and help countries better implement WTO rules, and particularly those under the 
Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) agreement. In so doing, they support the implementation 
of policy measures and programmes as well as the implementation of appropriate 
monitoring and evaluation systems. 

40. Using the CT's evaluation methodology, these barriers are assessed in terms of the 
factors causing them as well as their impact on traders' competitiveness. In particular, their 

  

  17 See  document (ECE/TRADE/C/2012/13) submitted before the Committee on Trade fifth annual 
session under item 11 "capacity-building activities". 
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impact on transaction costs (in terms of both time and money) and on the traders' ability to 
meet international quality standards. The evaluation methodology features distinct sets of 
survey questionnaires targeting all the participants in the international trade supply chain, 
with a view to identifying: 

(a) Regulatory and procedural issues that traders and service providers face when 
exporting and importing goods, as well as the sectors that are particularly affected; 

(b) Existing constraints in regulatory, documentary and procedural requirements 
related to international trade transactions;  

(c) The quantitative (time/money) and qualitative impact of barriers along the 
trade and transport chain; 

(d) The availability and structure of logistical services (e.g. transport, forwarders, 
brokers), and potential obstacles to the modernization/development of these 
services; 

(e) Shortcomings in the operational efficiency of logistical and trade-related 
services, and remedial (short-term and long-run) remedial action;   

(f) The availability, at reasonable cost, of internationally recognized testing, 
inspection and certification services;  

(g) Shortcomings in the country’s quality control infrastructure (standardisation, 
metrology and quality assurance, including testing, conformity assessment, 
certification and accreditation) and related expertise; 

(h) The availability of institutional mechanisms for facilitating public-private 
sector consultations during the development and implementation of trade-related 
regulations and procedures. 

41. Once national consensus is reached, the results of the Studies on regulatory and 
procedural barriers to trade are presented to UNECE member States during the CT's annual 
session, with a view to: obtaining additional input from trading partner countries; 
identifying common concerns; stimulating regional cooperation; and mobilizing 
governments and regional institutions to support trade development efforts in countries with 
economies in transition. The studies support this goal by: 

(a) Highlighting areas that could benefit from regional cooperation, e.g., at- the-
border risk management, areas for common regulatory action, joint investment, etc. 
– and encouraging discussions between countries on such cooperation; 

(b) Providing detailed result-oriented recommendations, which are specific in 
terms of their focus and the institutions involved - and easily transformed into action 
plans by governments. Where relevant, recommendations also include alternative 
options to enable the government in question to tailor its efforts to the specific needs 
of its business community and the stage of development of different trade sectors; 

(c) Supporting the exchange of experiences and best practices. Governments that 
decide to formulate action plans then report on progress to the CT during its annual 
sessions, thereby facilitating the sharing of experience, and the early detection of 
implementation problems; 

(d) Highlighting the need for new trade-related norms, standards, regulations, 
guidelines and tools for consideration by the CT's subsidiary bodies. 

1.2. "Regional Trade Corridor Studies", examining regulatory and procedural barriers 
to trade along key regional trade corridors 
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42. This is a new area of activity. First, transnational transport corridors that are key for 
economic development and integration in the region will be identified. Then, for selected 
corridors and selected products, extra-budgetary funding will be sought to undertake studies 
to assess the regulatory and procedural barriers along these routes. The objective of these 
studies will be to help countries identify and regulatory and procedural barriers to trade 
along these key economic corridors, and to develop regional, coordinated efforts to address 
these barriers, if possible in the form of agreed action plans. 

 

1.3. An up-to-date repository of identified needs in the areas of trade facilitation and 
regulatory cooperation by country. 

43. The findings of the needs assessment studies and Regional Trade Corridor Studies 
will be compiled in a standardized format to allow for comparisons between countries and, 
within individual countries, to capture progress across time. 

Goal 2: Provide, for all stakeholders, an open, neutral and transparent platform for 
consensus-building, increased coordination, public-private partnerships, and joint 
decision-making in support of trade development. 

Deliverables 

2.1. Policy briefs examining the: Implications of implementing UNECE norms, 
standards, recommendations and guidelines; common challenges emerging from the 
UNECE studies; and other issues emerging from the work of the CT’s subsidiary bodies. 

44. Drawing on the results of the studies on regulatory and procedural barriers to trade 
and the work of the CT's subsidiary bodies, periodic policy briefs are prepared with a view 
to: 

(a) Highlighting policy implications arising from the implementation of UNECE 
norms, standards and best practices; 

(b) Identifying areas where countries would benefit from having best practice 
guidelines and policy recommendations developed in the future; 

(c) Describing existing lessons and best practices of relevance to countries with 
economies in transition; 

(d) Providing an expert overview of topical issues of interest to UNECE member 
States. 

2.2. Events and Forums for discussions on the regional implications of the findings 
presented in studies (deliverables 1.1 and 1.2) and policy briefs (deliverable 2.1) as well as 
the collaborative sharing of experiences and best practices. The aim is to: 

(a) Bring forward strategic issues of relevance to the UNECE region and its 
member States;  

(b) Highlight areas for joint action by UNECE member states and development 
partners;  

(c) Raise international awareness of the specific needs of countries with 
economies in transition;  

(d) Facilitate the sharing of experiences;  

(e) Contribute to the international debate on trade development and economic 
growth. 
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2.3. High-level recommendations for creating more competitive and predictable trade 
through standards; procedural and regulatory best practices; and related international 
cooperation based on the work of subsidiary bodies and the studies, policy briefs and 
discussions cited above.  

45. Drawing on the results of the studies on regulatory and procedural barriers to trade, 
the work of its subsidiary bodies, and discussions at its annual events, the CT will develop, 
for consideration by member States, high-level policy recommendations and proposals for 
future work in order to:  

(a) Improve and foster inter and intra-regional trade integration;  

(b) Reduce procedural and regulatory barriers to trade; 

(c) Enable the adoption of practical recommendations, norms, standards, 
guidelines and tools for trade facilitation and electronic business; regulatory 
cooperation and quality standards (See Goal 3); 

(d) Support a greater integration of the region into global supply chains. 

Goal 3:  Develop and maintain norms, standards, best practice guidelines and tools in 
support of trade development that are based on identified needs and stakeholder 
requests. 

Deliverables 

46. Special attention is paid under this goal to developing deliverables in collaboration 
with other development partners and stakeholders while drawing on best practices and the 
latest, appropriate technical innovations. 

3.1. Recommendations, norms, standards, guidelines and tools for trade facilitation and 
electronic business developed by the United Nations Centre for Trade Facilitation and 
Electronic Business (UN/CEFACT). 

3.2. Recommendations, norms, standards, guidelines and tools for regulatory 
cooperation and standardization policy developed by the Working Party on Regulatory 
Cooperation and Standardization Policies. 

3.3. Recommendations, norms, standards, guidelines and tools for agricultural quality 
standards, developed by the Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards. 

3.4. Models of best practices in trade facilitation, regulatory cooperation and 
agricultural quality standards, emerging from the implementation of UNECE 
recommendations, norms, standards and guidelines and the work of the CT subsidiary 
bodies.  

47. In developing the above-mentioned recommendations, norms, guidelines and tools, 
the CT's subsidiary bodies are guided by the following imperatives: 

(a) Ensuring the greatest possible quality and effectiveness of outputs in 
supporting trade; 

(b) Ensuring the broadest possible involvement of experts from countries with 
economies in transition, so as to take into account the different stages of 
development in member States; 

(c) Involving the CT in strategic decisions. In reporting to the CT on their 
programme of work, the subsidiary bodies shall highlight challenges experienced by 
member States in implementing ECE recommendations, norms; 
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(d) Taking advantage of continuous advancements in information and 
communication technology and developments in the World Trade Organization 
(WTO)-administered multilateral trading system. 

Goal 4: Create a better understanding among private and public sector stakeholders 
of ECE recommendations, norms, standards, best practice guidelines and tools, and 
assist them with their implementation. This includes: the identification of 
opportunities for their use; the establishment of institutional and technical capacities; 
and the development of expertise and skills. 

Deliverables 

4.1 Integrated advisory, training and promotion services in the form of technical visits, 
workshops, expert meetings and training courses, which are designed and implemented in 
collaboration with stakeholders from the public and private sectors. 

48. In designing and implementing these services, particular emphasis will be placed on 
using innovative forms of distance learning, including interactive, multimedia training 
applications. Emphasis will also be placed on tailoring the training material to local needs 
through recourse to local expertise.   

4.2. Assistance in setting up the required legal, technical and institutional infrastructure 
for the implementation of UNECE recommendations, norms, standards and guidelines in 
the areas of: trade facilitation; regulatory cooperation and enforcement; and agricultural 
quality standards.  

49. This will be done through technical assistance projects, either undertaken by 
UNECE in cooperation with development partners or by development partners with support 
from UNECE.  

Goal 5: Enhanced international support to UNECE low and middle-income countries, 
building upon the regional coordination role of the UNECE as well as the work of the 
CT and its subsidiary bodies, and acting in close cooperation with other development 
partners. 

Deliverables 

50. The CT will continue its support for more effective and efficient trade-related 
assistance to the UNECE region’s low and middle-income countries through coordinated 
action among different development partners and UNECE member States, including 
support for the SPECA AfT Council.  Specific deliverables include: 

5.1. The identification by low and medium-income countries of national and regional 
action priorities for trade development, developed in cooperation with national 
stakeholders and development partners, aligned with other planning processes, and 
approved at a high-level by the national government. 

5.2. Inventories of existing work by governments and development partners in support of 
countries’ trade development priorities (as identified in deliverable 5.1). 

5.3. An on-going dialogue between development partners, including beneficiary 
countries, on how to fill in the gaps in support for countries’ trade development priorities 
and how to work more effectively together. 
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 VI. Institutional framework 

A. Cooperation with relevant regional and international development 
agencies 

51. In designing and implementing the programme of work, the CT secretariat shall 
coordinate closely with regional institutions, including the European Union, Euro Asian 
Economic Union; the Customs Union Commission of Belarus, Kazakhstan and the Russian 
Federation; the European Union Neighborhood Initiative, the European Free Trade 
Association, and the Center for European Studies. 

52. The secretariat shall also work closely with international organizations, including the 
World Trade Organization, international standards-development bodies, the World Customs 
Organization, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the Bank for International Settlements, the 
World Bank, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, other United 
Nations regional commissions and a wide variety of non-governmental and private sector 
organizations. 

53. Coordination shall be achieved through regular consultations, reciprocal 
participation in events, holding of joint events, exchange of work results, implementation of 
joint projects, etc. with a view to avoiding duplication of work and ensuring a timely 
response to the emerging needs of UNECE member States. In coordinating its activities 
with other organizations, the secretariat shall: 

(a) Continue to adopt a participatory approach to ensure responsiveness to the 
specific interests and needs of all the participants in the international supply chain, 
including government agencies, traders, enterprise support institutions, business 
associations and so on. 

(b) Continue to coordinate closely with regional economic associations and 
integration bodies, as well as leading regional research institutions. 

(c) Ensure synergy and complementarity with the Pan-European integration 
process. 

54. The sub-programme shall report annually on areas of cooperation on on the related  
activities and achievements. The report shall also highlight new areas for mutual 
cooperation, and bring to the attention of other agencies emerging needs in the UNECE 
region that could benefit from their support. 

 B. Cooperation between the Committee on Trade and its subsidiary bodies 

55. The CT and its subsidiary bodies complement each other in addressing  regulatory 
and procedural bottlenecks that impede UNECE member States’ regional and global 
integration. The subsidiary bodies design  solutions, in the form of recommendations, 
norms, standards, and best practice guidelines and tools for modernizing and harmonizing 
the regulatory and procedural framework underpinning regional and global trade 
transactions.  

56. The CT provides the subsidiary bodies with a forum to draw the attention of member 
States to strategic issues, and solicit feedback on national and regional trade development 
priorities for inclusion in the subsidiary bodies’ programmes of work. The Committee also 
facilitates the overall monitoring of the adoption and implementation of the solutions 
developed by the subsidiary bodies at the national, subregional, pan-European and global 
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levels. In so doing, it focuses on  identifying success stories, highlighting solutions that 
need to be developed, bringing forward areas of concern that require immediate action, and 
pointing out elements within the existing procedural and regulatory framework that could 
benefit from greater harmonization. 

57. Similarly, subsidiary bodies bring to the attention of the CT cross-cutting issues that 
require further analysis, joint action or immediate attention by Member States.  

 VII Resources and sustainability  

58. Under the current subprogramme on "Trade", activities are grouped under four 
categories, including those undertaken by the three subsidiary bodies and those delivered 
under the Committee on Trade and activities directly under the Committee.  

59. The majority of these activities are financed from the secretariat's Regular Budget 
(RB) assigned to the Division on Trade and Sustainable Land Management. These activities 
include, in particular: 

(a) Research and analysis work 

(b) Publications 

(c) Coordination with national, regional and international organizations. 

(d) Providing advisory services to governments in the implementation of: norms, 
standards and recommendations developed under the CT with a particular emphasis 
on support for national action plans resulting from CT studies on regulatory and 
procedural barriers to trade;  

(e) Organizing capacity-building to help countries modernize their trade-related 
regulatory and procedural framework, in particular by implementing norms, 
standards and recommendations developed under the CT 

(f) Organizing annual events. 

(g) Monitoring trade development efforts in the UNECE region 

(h) Participating in regional and international events of importance to the 
Committee’s programme of work. 

60. The secretariat has also received funding from the United Nations Development 
Account (UNDA) for technical assistance projects in support of the implementation of the 
Millennium Development Goals and, in particular in cooperation with the other UN 
regional commissions. The UNECE has recently completed or is currently involved as a 
lead implementing agency in the following UNDA projects: 

 

Project title  Partners Comments 

Strengthening the capacity of 
developing countries and transition 
economies to link to global supply 
chains through the reduction of trade 
obstacles 

United Nations regional 
commissions 

The project falls under 
CEFACT. Project 
implementation 
commenced in late 
2011 

Enhancing capacity of developing 
countries to implement international 
standards for commercial 
agricultural products in order to 

United Nations regional 
commissions, the United 
Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development 

The project falls under 
WP.7. Project 
activities were 
completed in March 
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Project title  Partners Comments 

improve their trade competitiveness   (UNCTAD)  2012 

 

61. Furthermore, the secretariat has succeeded in attracting some extra-budgetary 
funding (XB) that is currently being used in support of the activities below: 

 

Project title  Partners outside of the UNECE Comments 

Trade Facilitation 
Implementation 
Guide  

 

 

United Nations regional commissions, 
UNCTAD, World Bank, World Customs 
Organization 

The project falls under 
UN/CEFACT and is 
funded by the Swedish 
International 
Development Agency 
(SIDA). Project 
implementation began 
in late 2011 

Aid-for-Trade needs 
assessments in 
transition 
economies 

National counterparts in Belarus: UNDP 
Ministry of Economics; Ministry of Trade; 
Ministry of Finance; Customs Committee; 
Gosstandart; Chamber of Commerce; 
Academy of Sciences; Export Associations. 

National counterparts in Kazakhstan: 
Ministry of Economic Development and 
Trade; Ministry of Industry and New 
Technologies ;  National Export and 
Investment Agency “KAZNEX INVEST” ; 
Ministry of Health; Customs Control 
Committee; Tax Committee under the 
Ministry of Finance; National Economic 
Chamber Kazakhstan “Atameken”; and, 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 
Astana. 

International agencies: the United Nations 
Development Programme, and the 
International Trade Centre 

The project falls under 
the Division on Trade 
and Sustainable Land 
Management, and is 
funded from the 
Russian Voluntary 
Contributions Fund. 
Project activities 
commenced in 2010 
and will be completed 
by   the end of 2013. 

Increasing 
involvement of 
relevant bodies in 
Russia and other 
CIS countries in the 
development of 
internationally 
recognized UNECE 
standards for 
agricultural 
commercial quality 
and assistance in 
their practical 
application by 
producers and 
exporters   

Standardization and Inspection bodies of 
Germany, Moldova, Sweden and Turkey.  

The project falls under 
WP.7, and is funded 
from the Russian 
Voluntary 
Contributions Fund. 
Project activities 
commenced in 2011 
and will be completed 
by   the end of 2013. 
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62. In the area of trade facilitation and electronic business, the secretariat benefits from 
the support of the United Nations regional advisory services made available through the 
Regional Commissions. The UNECE Regional Adviser works closely with a number of 
regional institutions in countries with economies in transition.18  

63. In addition to the activities currently under way both through RB and XB funding, 
the secretariat could undertake a series of supporting and new activities if additional 
funding could be made available (following the order of deliverables listed above): 

(a) Continuation/expansion of on-going activities under Deliverable 1.1 Studies 
of regulatory and procedural barriers to trade in countries with economies in 
transition, with action-oriented recommendations; 

(b) Commencement of activities under Deliverable 1.2 Regional  Trade Corridor 
Studies; 

(c) Continuation/expansion of on-going activities under Deliverable 2.2 Events 
and Forums for discussions on the regional implications of the findings presented in 
studies (deliverables 1.1 and 1.2) and policy briefs (deliverable 2.1) as well as the 
collaborative sharing of experiences and best practices; 

(d) Continuation/expansion of on-going activities under Deliverable 4.1 
Integrated advisory, training and promotion services in the form of technical visits, 
workshops, expert meetings and training courses, which are designed and 
implemented in collaboration with stakeholders from the public and private sectors; 

(e) Continuation/expansion of on-going activities under Deliverable 4.2 
Assistance in setting up the required legal, technical and institutional infrastructure 
for the implementation of UNECE recommendations, norms, standards and 
guidelines in the areas of: trade facilitation; regulatory cooperation and enforcement; 
and agricultural quality standards; 

(f) Continuation/expansion of on-going activities under Deliverable 5.1 The 
identification by low and medium-income countries of national and regional action 
priorities for trade development, developed in cooperation with national 
stakeholders and development partners, aligned with other planning processes, and 
approved at a high-level by the national government. 

 

    

  

  18 For an account of the Regional Advisory services, see document (ECE/TRADE/C/2012/12) 
submitted before the Committee on Trade fifth annual session under item 11 "capacity-building 
activities". 


