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1.
This workshop was the third regional event
 organized by the Specialized Section and the UNECE secretariat. Its aim was to promote the UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes as an international reference and to encourage practical application of the Standard in international trade and in the national production of seed potatoes. It was organized in partnership with the Directorate General of Horticulture, Ministry of Agriculture of Indonesia.
2.
Around 90 government officials, growers, traders and researchers from the following 23 countries attended the meeting: Australia, Bangladesh, Belgium, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines, Russian Federation, Sri Lanka, South Korea, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Thailand, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America and Viet Nam.
3.
Dr. Andi Nuhung, Senior Advisor to the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Indonesia, and Dr. Pier Giacomo Bianchi, Chairman of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes opened the workshop (their statement are contained in annex I).

4.
The presentations and discussions covered a wide range of topics related to production and certification of seed potatoes. In Asia, consumption of potatoes is increasing. To obtain higher yields to meet the demand, production has to be based on high-quality seed. The results of a pre-workshop survey of the potato sector in Asia had shown that yields were highest in those countries which had a developed seed potato certification system.  And since bringing seed from developed countries is costly, many countries are developing their own production of quality seed. Thus, the application of the UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes can provide significant benefits for the region.

5.
The conditions under which potatoes are grown in tropical countries are very different from those in Europe and North America. Potatoes are often planted and harvested at the same time, thereby allowing pests to move from one generation of potatoes to another. Climate, soil and other environment-related constraints oblige these countries to adopt specific approaches to pest management and cultivation of seed potatoes. On the other hand, if the UNECE Standard is to become a world reference in trade of seed potatoes, it should take into account the specific production conditions in tropical countries.
6.
The presentations given at the workshop can be found at: http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/meetings/ge.06/2010-Indonesia.html.
7.
The participants visited seed-potato producers at PT Hikmah Farm and West Java Potato Seed Farm in Pangalengan, Bandung, West Java.
8.
The conclusions and recommendations of the workshop, presented by Mr. Gregory Wolff, Director, Horticulture Division, Canadian Food Inspection Agency, are given in annex II.

9.
The closing speeches, by Dr. Syukur Ihwantoro, Senior Advisor to the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Indonesia, and by Dr. Pier Giacomo Bianchi, Chairman of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes, and the programme of the workshop are contained in annexes III and IV, respectively.

Annex I
Opening speech by Dr. Andi Nuhung, Senior Advisor to the Ministry of Agriculture of Indonesia

Chief, Agricultural Quality Standards Unit, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe,

Chairman of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes,

Seed potato experts and delegates from UNECE countries,

Participants from Asian countries,

Distinguished guests and colleagues,

Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh,

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen,

The potato is one of the world’s healthiest root vegetables, with higher high-quality protein content than other roots and tubers.  And it is a valuable source of vitamins, minerals and fibre.  The nutrient-rich potato can contribute to improving diets, thus reducing mortality rates caused by malnutrition.  For this reasons, it could be one of substitute commodities for rice, which is consumed a lot in Asia.  World demand for potato increases every year, in line with increasing population. The potato industry has developed very fast during the last decade to meet the demand of big cities where young generations prefer to consume French fries and potato chip rather than rice.  

Increased potato production could be achieved by extending the production area and increasing the use of quality seed.  In many countries, quality seed production is still limited, so the seed needs to be imported. Therefore, there is a need for an internationally harmonized standard for seed potatoes to be used in international trade.

As we know, for Indonesia, potato is an important vegetable, together with shallots, chili, tomatoes, cabbages, and many others.  In Indonesia, potato is used as a vegetable, and also it is processed into chips and French fries.  The potato production area in Indonesia is around 65 000 ha, and potatoes are mostly grown in highland regions. The potato agribusiness provides employment opportunities in rural areas as well as cities, as potatoes are also used as raw materials for the processing industry.

Potato production has been following the growing trend in demand.  Currently Indonesia imports potatoes from others countries, such as Australia and Canada.  The imported potatoes are mainly used as raw material for the processing industry, for chips and French fries. Granola, which is the most popular table potato variety here, is produced locally.

One of the problems facing potato development in Indonesia is low productivity. This is due to low quality seed, as well as to pests and diseases. However, the most important thing is the environmental issue, since this crop is mostly grown in highland areas. The Government is paying special attention to the development of the potato sector, through increasing production of quality seed, training farmers in integrated pest management, and research and development in breeding potato varieties suitable for medium-lying land.
To support farmers by providing them with quality seed, the Government has established several seed potato farms in potato production centres in West Java, Central Java, East Java, Jambi, North Sumatera and West Nusa Tenggara.  Seed potato growing farms have been established and developed in all production centres. The farmers work closely with seed inspectors to control the quality of the seed.  Since 1992, we have a national standard for seed potatoes.

Much effort has been made by the Government to increase the use and production of quality seed potatoes, but the availability of certified seed potato in 2009 was still below 15 % of the national demand.  In the last two years, we have seen an increasing seed supply from large and medium-sized private companies. In West Java, they apply rapid multiplication technology to produce these potatoes.  Within five years, we hope to be able to reduce significantly our imports of seed, especially of the Atlantic variety. 
Our approach to potato production has been through creating production clusters and development centres. Modoinding in North Sulawesi is one of the most prominent potato production clusters, the others include Kerinci, Merangin, Solok, Garut, Pasuruan and Sembalun.  

In these production clusters and centres, potato farmers have been trained in quality seed production, farm management, good agriculture practices, standard operational procedure and integrated pest management, supply chain management, as well as in business partnership with the industries.  The Government has also provided farmers with guidelines on good practices and standard operational procedures for potato and seed potato production.
Ladies and gentlemen,

The purpose of this Workshop is to present the UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes and encourage its practical application in Asia.  The application of the standard should help us grow healthy potatoes, limit the risk of spreading diseases and pests, and increase potato yields.

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Indonesia, allow me to express our appreciation and thanks, especially to the UNECE for giving us the opportunity to be the host to this valuable workshop. I hope, through this workshop, we can improve the quality of seed potatoes in our country, and increase the production of potatoes in Asia.  

Wassalamuallaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh,

Bandung, 19 October 2010
Opening speech by Pier Giacomo Bianchi, Chair of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes
Distinguished Director,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Dear colleagues; 

As Chair of the UNECE Specialized Section on Seed Potatoes, I have the privilege of making this opening statement of the workshop. I would like first and foremost to thank the Indonesian Authorities for hosting this workshop.
The purpose of the workshop is to promote the UNECE Standard among Asian countries. This event is part of the strategy of the Specialized Section to make the UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes a world reference in international trade. We held similar workshops in the Russian Federation, in 2008, for countries of the former Soviet Union; and in Egypt, in 2009, for countries of North Africa and the Middle East. 
We are now glad to be in Indonesia to share the experience with you and to invite you to take part in our work.
I hope this workshop will be a great success and serve as the starting point for longstanding cooperation between you and your countries and the Specialized Section.
The workshop will include three sessions. We will also have a meeting of the Extended Bureau to prepare the next annual meeting in Geneva. You are all cordially invited to attend the Extended Bureau meeting and to contribute with your experience to the discussions.
Distinguished Director, Ladies and Gentlemen, dear colleagues, we will now begin the first session, which will be chaired by the Vice-chair of the Specialized Section, Willem Schrage. 

Annex II
Conclusions and recommendations of the Workshop
Prepared by Mr. Gregory Wolff, Director, Horticulture Division, Canadian Food Inspection Agency

I would like to make some observations, draw some conclusions, and provide some recommendations, based on the presentations and discussions over the last day and a half.

In this region, with the frequent approach of multi-year cropping cycles and lack of a real winter season in most countries, the continuous input and supply of high-quality seed potatoes is essential in maintaining quality of subsequent crops.

As Mr. Kerr noted in his presentation, the UNECE Standard concerning the marketing and commercial quality of seed potatoes is largely intended to provide protection for the consumer: the buyer or importer of seed potatoes.  In a way it provides a guarantee that the seed potatoes are certified according to specified criteria.

A key recommendation, therefore, is that the use of certified seed potatoes for all purposes should be considered essential, as this can offer a continuous supply of high-quality disease-free (or within specified tolerances) potatoes, of a known and specified quality.

We have heard that many countries have certification systems that may not have been widely adopted, or may be at an early stage in their development.  The UNECE standard provides key guidance that can help in the development and evolution of these certification systems.

Another key recommendation, therefore, is that robust, efficient and effective seed potato certification systems should be considered essential for the reliable production of high-quality seed potatoes on an ongoing basis.  Furthermore, my experience has been that such systems work best when there is a strong and effective partnership between industry and government.

Also in relation to the development of seed potato certification systems it is clear that using the UNECE standard as a reference and for guidance when designing and developing certification schemes will help ensure that these systems are robust, efficient and effective.

We have heard about the challenges of implementing the UNECE Standard due to the wide diversity of environments and production systems in the different countries in this region.  However, given these differences, pursuing intra-regional harmonization of certification criteria and of certification systems can only be of benefit to the region.  The UNECE may be able to assist in this with technical assistance for the practical application.

I mentioned that many countries are in the process of developing their certification schemes, and that they are continuing to evolve.  Equally, participants here from this region can and should have a role in the ongoing development and evolution of the UNECE standard.  This will help ensure that the standard will be fully applicable to the characteristics of this region.  And this, of course, requires your participation in working groups under the UNECE.

The final recommendation, therefore, is simply encouragement, encouragement to participate in the standard-setting activities of the UNECE, and any other international standard setting relevant to the region.
Annex III
Closing remarks by Dr. Syukur Ihwantoro, Senior Advisor to the Ministry of Agriculture of Indonesia

Chief, Agricultural Quality Standards Unit, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe,
Chairman of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes,

Seed potato experts and delegates from UNECE countries,

Participants from Asian countries,

Distinguished guests and colleagues,

Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh,

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, 
For two days, we have talked about and discussed important aspects of seed potatoes. Hopefully through this workshop, we can now strengthen our relationships to improve the quality of seed potatoes in Asian countries, and increase potato production in Asia.
On behalf of the Minister of Agriculture of the Republic of Indonesia, allow me to express our appreciation and thanks, especially to the UNECE for giving us this opportunity to act as host to this valuable workshop.  

I would like to thank all delegates and participants from Europe, America, Asia and the Pacific for attending the workshop and sharing their knowledge and experiences to help improve the quality of seed potatoes in Asia.

To West Java Provincial Government, especially to the West Java Agriculture Services, I would like to say how much we have appreciated your warm hospitality and help during the preparations for the workshop and its actual implementation.
Finally, I would like to thank the Organizing Committee. The entire event ran smoothly and successfully.

Ladies and gentlemen,
I declare the Regional Workshop on Seed Potatoes for Asian Countries closed.  Thank you very much.

Wassalamuallaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh,

Bandung, 20 October 2010
Closing speech by Pier Giacomo Bianchi, Chairman of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes
After two days of intensive work I believe we have achieved our goals and I’m sure that now you are extremely familiar with the UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes! I have no doubt that you will spread this knowledge further in your countries.
I would like to thank all the speakers from Indonesia and from the Specialized Section. You have helped lead the participants to a better understanding of how seed potatoes are produced and certified in this beautiful country. 
At the United Nations we are working to make the UNECE standard a global reference. This we can only do if we take into account the specific conditions and national practices in different parts of the world.

Thank you for your active participation in the Extended Bureau meeting. You have seen that the standardization process appears to be rather slow. However, in-depth discussions ultimately lead to balanced decisions.

I invite you all to maintain your current level of interest in the Section’s activities.  Please do your best to come to Geneva to attend our annual meetings.

You are also most welcome to participate in developing the UNECE standard by contributing via e-mail to discussion papers prepared by expert groups in the Specialized Section. We look forward to hearing from you. 
My sincere appreciation goes to the UNECE secretariat:  a big thank you to Serguei and to Alissa.
I would also like to thank all the participants from the region, and once again the Indonesian authorities Mr. Nana Laksana Ranu, Ms. Yanti Yusuf, all their staff for the excellent organization of the meeting and for their wonderful hospitality. Today the small family of seed potato experts has become a little bit larger. 
I look forward to meeting up with you again soon in Geneva!

Annex IV
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

Directorate General of Horticulture, Ministry of Agriculture of Indonesia

Regional Workshop on Seed Potatoes

for Asian Countries

Indonesia, 19 - 21 October 2010

Venue: Hyatt Hotel, Bandung, West Java

Programme

· Promoting the use of the UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes
 as 

an international reference

· Encouraging its practical application in countries of Asia  

· Organized back-to-back with the meeting of the UNECE 

Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes to allow

participants to learn more about UNECE activities and take part in

its future substantive work on the Standard.

Sunday, 17 October

Delegates will arrive to Jakarta and will spend the night at the Sultan Hotel of Jakarta

Monday, 18 October

09:00

Bus to Bandung

14:00

Lunch

16:00 - 18:00
Preparatory meting of the organizers and speakers
19:00

Registration and dinner

Tuesday, 19 October

09:00

Opening of the workshop   

· Welcome Speech by Head of West Java Provincial Agricultural Services (Mr. Endang Suhendar )

· Speech by Chairman of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes (Mr. Pier Giacomo Bianchi)

· Opening Remarks by Senior Advisor for Technology, The Ministry of Agriculture, The Republic of Indonesia (Mr. Andi Nuhung)

Session 1.
General

Chaired by Mr. Willem Schrage and co-Chaired by Mrs. Hindarwati

09:20 

Potato sector in countries of Asia 

Mr. Gregory Wolff, Acting Director, Horticulture Division, Canadian Food Inspection Agency; Mr. Fernando Ezeta, Centre for International Potato (CIP), Bogor, Indonesia; Mr. Kurt Günther Erbe, Head of Certification Agency MV, State Office for Agriculture, Food Security and Fisheries, Mecklenburg - Western - Pomerania

Focus on: potato production, quality control and certification of seed potatoes in the region; how could Asia respond to the challenge of seed potato production; prospects for the seed potato market in Asia (summary of replies to the survey questionnaire)

9:50 

Government policy on potato sector development in Indonesia 

Dr. Ahmad Dimyati, Director General of Horticulture, Indonesia

Focus on: problems and challenges in the potato sector in Indonesia
10:10

The role of UNECE in developing standards for international trade 

Mr. Serguei Malanitchev, Chief, Agricultural Quality Standards Unit, UNECE 

Focus on: how UNECE develops agricultural quality standards, why they are important, who uses them

10:30 - 11:00
Coffee break
11:00
UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes

Mr. John Kerr, Seed Potato Classification Scheme Manager, SASA

Focus on: purpose, content and practical use of the Standard

11:30
UNECE Standard within a broader framework of international agreements and standards

Mr. Pier Giacomo Bianchi, Head, General Affairs, Ente Nazionale Sementi Elette, Italy

Focus on: how the UNECE Standard complements WTO Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and Phytosanitary agreements, Cartagena Protocol, UPOV, OECD Seed Scheme, IPPC, NAPPO, EPPO, Treaty on Biodiversity

11:50 - 12:00
Discussion

12:00 - 13:00
Lunch
Session 2. 
Seed production and marketing 

Chaired by Mr. Erry Sofiari and co-Chaired by Mr. P.G. Bianchi

13:00
Seed regulation in Indonesia 

Mr. Nana Laksana Ranu, Director, Horticulture, Seed and Agriculture Inputs,

DG Horticulture

Focus on: regulations on release of varieties and on production, distribution, import and export of seed in Indonesia

13:20

Plant variety protection in Indonesia



Mrs. Hindarwati, Director, Plant Variety Protection Office, Indonesia



Focus on: Plant variety protection regulations and its implementation 

13:40

Seed potato production in Indonesia

Mr. Wildan Mustofa, Director, Hikmah Farm (seed producer)

Focus on: multiplication, grading, storing and packing of seed

14:00

Management of pests within a certification system 

Mr. Willem Schrage, Director, Potato Programme, North Dakota, United States, Vice-Chairman of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes

Focus on: how pests and diseases could be managed within the certification system in Asia to help growers produce healthy potatoes; how to detect symptoms of diseases on seed potatoes

14:30

Plant quarantine regulation for potato and seed potato in Indonesia

Mr. Suwanda, Director, Plant Quarantine

Focus on: phytosanitary control of seed and ware potatoes

14:50 - 15:20
Coffee break
15:20 - 17:00



Meeting of the Extended Bureau of the Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes

(For all participants in the workshop)

19:00

Dinner
Wednesday, 20 October

Session 3.  
National certification schemes

Chaired by Mr. Pier Giacomo Bianchi and co-Chaired Mr. Syukur Ihwantoro

09:00

Seed potato certification scheme in the Netherlands

Mr. Hendrik Van de Haar, Head, Seed Potato Section, NAK Inspection Service

Focus on: organizational structure, procedures and methods of quality control and certification of seed potatoes in the Netherlands; relationship between national legislation, EU regulations and directives, and UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes

09:20

Seed potato certification system in Indonesia

Head of Seed Control and Certification Service of West Java 

Focus on: organizational structure, procedures and methods of quality control and certification of seed potatoes in Indonesia

09:45
Comparison of national certification schemes with the UNECE Standard

Mr. Willem Schrage, Director, Potato Programme, North Dakota, United States 

Focus on: specificities of national schemes, reasons for particular attention to specific elements in national schemes, links with the UNECE Standard
10:10

Potato research in Indonesia
Dr. Ir. Yusdar Hilman, Director of Horticulture Research Center
Focus on: potato research in Indonesia

10:30

Seed potato rapid multiplication technology
Mrs. Elda Adiningrat, Director PT. Radina

Focus on: Rapid multiplication technology in seed potato production

10:50 - 11:20
Coffee break

11:20

Expectations of the processing industry regarding quality seed
Mr. Sudarisman, Potato processing company

Focus on: quality of potatoes and seed potatoes needed by industry; collaboration between seed production, potato growers and processing industry

11:40

Conclusions and recommendations

Chaired by Mr. Gregory Wolff and co-Chaired by Mr. Nana Laksana Ranu


The Chair and co-Chair will summarize discussions at the workshop and will suggest conclusions and recommendations

12:00 - 13:00
Lunch

13:00 - 14:30

Meeting of the Extended Bureau of the Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes

(For all participants in the workshop)

14:30 - 15:00
Coffee break

15:00 - 17:30

Meeting of the Extended Bureau of the Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes

(For all participants in the workshop)

17:30 – 18:30
- Closing Speech:



- by Chairman of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed

       Potatoes (Mr. Pier Giacomo Bianchi)

- by Director of Horticulture Seed and Agriculture Inputs, DG Horticulture 

       (Mr. Nana Laksana Ranu)

· Distribution of certificate to the participants

19:00

Dinner

20:00 – 21:00
Invitation by Secretary of the West Java Provincial Government ( Presentation of Agriculture in West Java and performance of West Java traditional music ) 
Thursday, 21 October

08:00 

Field visit to the seed potato producers in Pangalengan, Bandung, West Java:

10:30 – 12:00
- PT. Hikmah Farm

12:15 – 13:15
- Lunch at West Java Potato Seed Farm

13:15 – 14:30
- Visit West Java Potato Seed Farm 

17:30 – 17:00
Return to the hotel

19:00

Dinner
Friday, 22 October

08:00
Delegates departure to Jakarta airport by bus
13:00
Arrival in Jakarta airport

--------

� Regional workshops for CIS countries and the countries of Africa and the Middle East were held in Kislovodsk, Russian Federation, in September 2008 and in Cairo, Egypt, in March 2009.


� Downloadable from the UNECE website at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/standard/potatoes/pot_e.htm"��http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/standard/potatoes/pot_e.htm�





