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 I. Introduction 

1. The meeting was opened by Ms. Virginia Cram-Martos, Director of the UNECE 
Trade and Sustainable Land Management Division. She said that the Working Party had 
been developing commercial quality standards for over 60 years. The standards and 
explanatory material that the delegations developed had a direct and positive effect on 
trade. The work of the Working Party was demand driven. Growers, packers and traders 
greatly appreciated the Working Party’s flexibility, efficiency and effectiveness in 
reflecting their views in the standards. 

2. Ms. Cram-Martos pointed out that in 2011 the Working Party had carried out the 
very important task of revising the 1985 version of the Geneva Protocol. The text of the 
new and renamed “Geneva Agreement” set an open and flexible framework in which all 
United Nations Member States could develop internationally agreed standards and related 
explanatory material. This framework was also meant to secure the adoption and practical 
application of standards at the national and regional levels. 

3. She thanked all those who had contributed to the promotional and capacity-building 
activities of the Working Party over the past three years. Drawing on the expertise of the 
specialized sections and on staff and financial resources of the secretariat, the Working 
Party had organized around 30 workshops, seminars and training courses in all areas of its 
standards-related activity to help countries build legal and technical infrastructure for the 
adoption and practical application of standards. National experts from 23 countries, many 
of whom were present at the session, had made UNECE standards better known and wider 
used throughout the world. 
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4. She informed the delegations about the UNECE Executive Committee’s decision to 
review next year the work of the Committee on Trade, which the Working Party reported 
to, and asked the delegations to start a discussion on the Working Party’s priorities and to 
report the results to the Committee on Trade. 

5. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Ian Hewett (United Kingdom). 

 II. Attendance 

6. Representatives of the following 16 countries attended the meeting:  Australia, 
Estonia, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Morocco, Netherlands, Poland, Slovakia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and 
United States of America. 

7. The European Union was also represented. 

8. The following specialized agencies/programmes participated in the session: Joint 
FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme. 

9. A representative of the following intergovernmental organizations participated in the 
session:  the OECD Scheme for the Application of International Standards for Fruit and 
Vegetables. 

10. A representative of the following non-governmental organization participated in the 
session: I.N.C. (International Nut and Dried Fruit Council Foundation). 

III. Adoption of the agenda 

Documentation: ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/1 

11. The delegations adopted the provisional agenda with proposed changes and 
amendments.  

 IV. Matters of interest since the last session 

 (a) UNECE and subsidiary bodies 

Documentation: WP.7 Terms of reference and Working procedures 

12. To support the review process of the Committee on Trade and its subsidiary bodies 
the secretariat will send out, in December 2011, an invitation to delegations asking for their 
views on the current priorities and impact of the Working Party’s work. Countries will also 
be asked to share their thoughts on issues of importance for the future work of the Working 
Party and its specialized sections. 

13. The Working Party removed the reference to the OECD decision regarding the 
concentration of work on agricultural quality standards in the UNECE from the cover page 
of the WP.7 terms of reference and working procedures. The delegations confirmed that the 
terms of reference provided a good basis for the activities of all specialized sections. 
Should a country wish to revisit any provisions in this document, it should  first  submit  its  
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proposals to the Specialized Section concerned for discussion. If agreed, these proposals 
would then be submitted to the Working Party for approval. The delegations suggested that 
a possible revision of the terms of reference should not turn into reconsidering the issues 
that had already been thoroughly discussed and agreed upon during the discussion of the 
transfer of the OECD work to UNECE. 

14. The secretariat informed the meeting of the work on the standards and brochures for 
fresh chilli peppers and pineapples at the regional workshop in Ghana (19-23 September 
2011). These documents will also be submitted for further consideration to the regional 
workshop in Thailand (14-17 November 2011). The outcome of this work will be reviewed 
by the 2012 session of the Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and 
Vegetables.  Any decisions taken regarding both products will be conveyed to the Codex 
Committee on Fresh Fruits and Vegetables (CCFFV). 

 (b) Recent developments in other organizations  

Documentation: Information on the thirty-fourth session of the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission (INF.6, Informal document) 

15. The representative of the European Commission informed the meeting that the recast 
of Regulation (EC) N°1580/2007 had been published as Regulation (EU) N°543/2011 in 
the Official Journal on 15 June 2011. 

16. The representative of the OECD secretariat informed the meeting about the latest 
activities of the OECD Fruit and Vegetables Scheme. In 2010, the Scheme had published 
explanatory brochures on apricots, peaches and nectarines, citrus fruits and apples. The 
brochures were available in both electronic and hard copy format.  

17. In 2011, the Scheme published an explanatory brochure on hazelnuts, a revised 
brochure on asparagus and a revised electronic version of the brochure on mangoes. 
Explanatory brochures on melons, onions, shallots and watermelons were currently being 
prepared. The priority list for future work on brochures had been updated to include garlic, 
cherries, Chinese cabbage, leeks, fresh figs, as well as an update of the existing brochures 
to align them with the revised UNECE standards. 

18. The Scheme approved the Codex Standard on Bananas under the Scheme without 
sections 7 and 8 on contaminants and hygiene. The Scheme was exploring the possibility of 
developing an OECD brochure on bananas - with the involvement of Codex members, 
especially of banana-producing countries - and a brochure on pomegranate in parallel with 
the standardization work at Codex. 

19. The Scheme had adopted and published the Guidelines on Training of Inspectors on 
Quality Inspection. The electronic version was available at: www.oecd.org/tad/fv. 

20. In 2010, the Scheme had published the Peer Review Report on the Turkish Fruit and 
Vegetables Quality Inspection System. In 2011, the Netherlands had volunteered to 
undertake a peer review of their national quality inspection system; the draft report would 
be discussed at the 70th Plenary Meeting in December 2011. 

21. The Scheme adopted revised sampling procedures and made progress in revising the 
OECD Operating Rules for the Conformity Checks of Produce Exported under the Scheme 
(inspection methods). In parallel, an OECD Guidelines on Quality Inspection is under 
development. These documents would also be discussed at the 70th Plenary Meeting. 

22. The Scheme supported the cooperation with FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius 
Commission, as well as with UNECE. For UNECE, the subjects and format of cooperation 
were under discussion. 
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23. The 50th OECD Meeting of the Heads of National Inspection Services was held in 
Budapest in March, 2011. It focused on the new situation and challenges in the 
international fruit and vegetables trade due to the reform of the EU quality inspection 
system and on the feasibility of an integrated quality inspection system. The latter was 
discussed in the context of ongoing work at OECD on this subject and received further 
support at the Meeting 

24. The representative of the secretariat of the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards 
Programme informed the meeting about the thirty-fourth session of the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission (Geneva, July 2011). It had adopted the Codex Standard for Chilli Peppers 
with a few amendments that allowed for more flexibility in the application of the Standard. 
It was recommended that these changes be taken into account when the Specialized Section 
on Standardization of Fresh Fruits and Vegetables finalizes the UNECE Recommendation 
for Chilli Peppers. The Codex Standard for Chilli Peppers is available in English, French 
and Spanish on the Codex website at: http://www.codexalimentarius.org.  

25. All Codex standards for fresh fruits and vegetables are foreseen to become available 
in Arabic and Chinese by early 2012. 

26. The Commission agreed that the next session of the CCFFV should consider its 
terms of reference in relation to the consultative process with the UNECE and that the 
Codex Secretariat should prepare a background document on the history and linkages 
between the Codex and the UNECE in order to assist the CCFFV in making an informed 
decision in this regard. 

27. The next session of the Committee would take place in Mexico from 3 to 7 
September 2012. The Committee is expected to finalize the Codex Standard for 
Pomegranate and the revision of the Codex Standard for Avocado with regard to sizing and 
sizing-related provisions. The Committee would also consider a Codex Standard for Golden 
Passion Fruit. 

28. The Committee would consider a revised Layout for Codex Standards for Fresh 
Fruits and Vegetables based on the latest revision of the UNECE Layout for Standards for 
Fresh Fruit and Vegetables, as for quality provisions, and on the Format for Codex 
Commodity Standards, as for provisions dealing with safety. The Codex Secretariat said it 
looked forward to fruitful cooperation with the UNECE secretariat in the development of 
this document. 

 V. Adoption of the Geneva Agreement 

Documentation: ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2011/3 

 Position of France (INF.4, Informal document) 

29. The Working Party did not approve the text of the draft Geneva Agreement 
submitted for approval by the specialized sections. Some delegations said that they needed 
more time to clarify the legal status and practical implications of the proposed text. 

30. Although the United States had previously submitted supportive comments on the 
draft Geneva Agreement, its delegation indicated that due to legal concerns about section 
III, it could not support this document and requested its discontinuation. The position of 
France is explained in document INF.4. Other delegations shared concerns both for and 
against the draft Agreement. 

4  



ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/2 

31. The representative of the secretariat of the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards 
Programme requested that the Working Party, when considering the draft Agreement 
during the 2012 review of its future priorities, seek clarification from the UNECE's legal 
adviser on the legal status of the Geneva Protocol, and consequently on the legal standing 
of UNECE standards, as the Protocol had not been signed by the countries concerned. 

32. If the Geneva Agreement were not to be signed by countries, but instead approved 
by the UNECE Committee on Trade and the Executive Committee, whose membership is 
limited to UNECE countries, it would be useful to clarify whether UNECE standards would 
remain regional recommendations, even though the work of Working Party 7 is open to all 
member countries of the United Nations. 

33. The Working Party decided to ask: 

• the UNECE's legal office to clarify the legal status of the current (1985) version of 
the Geneva Protocol 

• the secretariat to provide in writing the legal opinion of the legal service on that 
matter to the Working Party. 

34. Once the matter is clarified, the Working Party may wish to consider revising the 
draft text. Should the Working Party decide to do this, it should do so bearing in mind the 
WTO TBT and SPS agreements as for the phytosanitary measures related to the work of the 
Specialized Section on Seed Potatoes. 

  Agenda items 4-7 

35. The chairs of the specialized sections presented the work of the sections since the 
2010 meeting of the Working Party, as well as current and future activities. The 
presentations are available on the UNECE website at: http://www.unece.org/trade/wp-
7/meetings.html 

 VI. Specialized Section on Standardization of Meat 

Documentation:  Report of the twentieth session (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.11/2011/2) 

 Goose meat - carcases and parts (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/4) 

 Horse meat - carcases and cuts (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/5) 

 Veal meat - carcases and cuts (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/6) 

36. The Working Party adopted the following three new UNECE Standards, which had 
been submitted by the Specialized Section on Meat: Goose meat - carcases and parts; Horse 
meat - carcases and cuts; Veal meat - carcases and cuts. 

37. The Chair informed the Working Party that work on new UNECE standards on deer 
meat and on rabbit meat was under way. The bovine, ovine, chicken and turkey meat 
standards were being revised to reflect new requirements of industry and trade. He stressed 
the need for the secretariat to be present at rapporteurs' meetings to guarantee their 
legitimacy and ensure that results would be accurately presented to the Specialized Section, 
as well as prepared for further dissemination and consultation. The Chair also emphasized 
that for standards to be implemented and used by trade, capacity-building was a key 
element; hence the importance of allocating resources to capacity-building activities. 
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 VII. Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes 

Documentation:  Report of the fortieth session (ECE/ TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.6/2011/5) 

 Seed Potatoes (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/23) 

38. The representative of FAO, speaking on behalf of the IPPC secretariat (International 
Plant Protection Convention) explained that IPPC was the body recognized under the 
WTO/SPS Agreement as the one providing for international phytosanitary standards 
(ISPMs) for the purposes of global harmonization of phytosanitary measures. In relation to 
the adoption of the UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes, the IPPC secretariat would like to 
submit the following comments and considerations: 

“First, the UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes is a regional standard developed 
under the UNECE, and not an international or global standard. This is an important 
context for both the development and utilization of this document. 

Second, the IPPC secretariat would greatly appreciate all references to IPPC 
cooperation and consistency (unless saying that the trade of potatoes is also subject 
to phytosanitary measures within the framework of the IPPC) be removed from the 
document for the following main reasons: 

(i) the IPPC Secretariat does not feel that there has been cooperation 
between the IPPC and the UNECE in producing this document; 

(ii) some definitions used in the text are not consistent with those of the 
IPPC e.g. disease, quarantine pest and regulated non-quarantine pest; 

(iii) some of the IPPC/phytosanitary concepts are not consistent with those 
expressed in the document e.g. regulated non-quarantine pest, phytosanitary 
provisions, and import and export procedures; 

(iv) areas of responsibility between seeds authorities and the National 
Plant Protection Organization (NPPO) are not clear; and 

(v) there are a number of more minor issues. 

Due to the above issues, the IPPC secretariat respectfully requests that the UNECE 
remove references to the IPPC in the document as it is currently not compatible with 
the current IPPC definitions or concepts. In addition, the inclusion of the IPPC in the 
text could also be used to imply compatibility and/or even support/endorsement of 
the UNECE standard – this is not acceptable to the IPPC secretariat unless all the 
above challenges are addressed. However, the point does need to be made in the 
document that the trade of potatoes under this regional standard is also subject to 
normal national phytosanitary measures as provided by the IPPC framework. The 
IPPC Secretariat believes that if this document is left as it is, it could give rise to 
unjustified phytosanitary trade barriers. 

The IPPC Secretariat would certainly encourage cooperation between the two 
organizations to avoid such situations arising in future.” 

39. The representative of FAO, speaking on behalf of the IPPC secretariat, enquired 
whether, if the Standard were to be adopted by the Working Party, there would be a 
possibility to revise the document at the next session of the Specialized Section so that the  
IPPC and UNECE could have an opportunity to work together on the revision. 
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40. The Chair of the Specialized Section stressed that the Specialized Section would 
much appreciate the cooperation of IPPC on the further development of the Standard, 
particularly regarding interaction of the certification scheme with phytosanitary aspects of 
trade. He suggested that the IPPC consider attending future events of the Specialized 
Section. 

41. It was recalled that reference to IPPC into the Standard introduction had first been 
approved in 2000 to clarify the interaction of the UNECE Standard with the activity of 
other international or regional organizations dealing with the same produce but from 
different angles. The UNECE Seed Potatoes Standard is a comprehensive certification 
scheme including varietal identity and purity, genealogy and traceability, diseases and 
pests, external quality and physiology, sizing and labelling. 

42. As tubers are vegetative parts of the plant, health controls play a great role in seed 
potato certification schemes, as some of the pests can be transmitted via the tuber, either 
systemically or as a contaminant on the tuber surface, either by affecting plants or deriving 
tubers. Some of these problems are considered quality issues, whereas some are considered 
quarantine pests. Moreover, the status of certain pests varies by country. The UNECE 
certification scheme can play an important role in mitigating plant health problems 
associated with quality pests and as such is complementary but different in its focus from 
the work of the IPPC and its standards. 

43. The Chair of the Specialized Section underlined that international trade in seed 
potatoes would greatly benefit from enhanced cooperation between IPPC and UNECE. 

44. The Working Party Section adopted the revised text of the Standard for Seed 
Potatoes. 

 VIII. Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and 
Vegetables 

Documentation:  Report of the fifty-ninth session (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2011/3) 

45. The Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables held an 
informal meeting in the morning of 8 November. The report of that meeting will be placed 
on the website as a post-session document. 

 (a) 2011 Standard Layout for UNECE standards on fresh fruit and 
vegetables 

Documentation:  2011 Standard Layout 

46. The Working Party adopted the revised Standard Layout.  

 (b) Texts for adoption as revised/new UNECE standards/recommendations 

Documentation: Early and ware potatoes (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/8) 

Plums (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/9) 

Apples (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/10) 

 Pears (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/11) 

Garlic (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/12) 
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Cherries (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/13) 

Chestnuts (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/14) 

Lambs lettuce (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/15) 

Fresh chilli peppers (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/24 

Uniformity in size for apples and cherries - proposals by Poland 
(INF.5, Informal document) 

47. The Working Party adopted the revised texts of the standards for early and ware 
potatoes, plums, apples, pears and garlic. It also adopted the text of the standard on fresh 
chilli peppers as a recommendation for a one-year trial period. 

48. At its next session, in May 2012, the Specialized Section will consider specific 
provisions of the standards for apples, chestnuts, pineapples and asparagus. It will finalize 
the standards for lambs lettuce and fresh chilli peppers, and will also work on the brochures 
for pineapples and fresh chilli peppers. 

49. The delegation of the United States expressed concerns about including the report of 
an informal meeting as an annex to the report of the Specialized Section. Such informal 
reports could become part of specialized sections’ reports only if the text had been 
approved by the Section; otherwise, it would be more appropriate to circulate them as 
informal documents for consideration by future sessions of the Specialized Section. 

50. The delegation also expressed concern about frequent revisions of standards and 
their impact on trade. He suggested that the Working Party and the specialized sections find 
an acceptable balance between stability and the need to revise standards. The Working 
Party asked the specialized sections to suggest ideas about a mechanism that could ensure 
such a balance. Several countries pointed out that the revision process should be flexible 
enough to accommodate changes to standards when their practical application was difficult. 

51. The Working Party agreed to the proposal by the United States to amend the 
footnote on the maturity requirements in the 2010 version of the standard for table grapes 
by indicating the years of when the United States and France made their reservations - 2007 
and 2010, respectively. 

 IX. Specialized Section on Standardization of Dry and Dried 
Produce 

Documentation:  Report of the fifty-eighth session (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.2/2011/3) 

52. The Chair of the Specialized Section made reference to the active participation of 
industry representatives from producer countries and the INC and their valuable 
contribution to the development of standards. He outlined future work noting that the 
sampling plans to be proposed at the next meeting in June 2012 were for quality-inspection 
purposes only. 

53. The representative of the secretariat of the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards 
Programme explained that the Codex Committee on Processed Fruit and Vegetables would 
soon begin to revise the Codex standards for dry and dried produce. Her proposal to 
cooperate with the UNECE secretariat and share information during this process was much 
welcomed. The Chair of the Specialized Section noted that when UNECE developed 
standards for dry and dried produce, Codex standards were always taken into consideration 
before a new standard was developed. 
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54. The Working Party asked the secretariat to delete the Standard for Sweet Almonds- 
unshelled (DDP-05) from the list of standards on the website, because it had been replaced 
by the new Standard for Inshell Almonds (DDP-18) in 2009. 

 (a) Texts for adoption as UNECE recommendations 

Documentation: Dried apples (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/16) 

Dried apricots (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/17) 

Dried figs (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/18) 

Whole dried chilli peppers (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/19) 

55. The Working Party adopted the following amended/new texts as new UNECE 
recommendations for a one-year trial period: dried apples, dried apricots, dried figs, and 
whole dried chilli peppers. 

56. The delegations of France, Morocco and Turkey expressed concerns over provisions 
contained in the proposed recommendations for dried figs and dried apricots. The 
delegation from France and Morocco suggested that the section on sizing be revisited. The 
delegation of Turkey raised specific concerns about provisions on moisture content and 
sizing in the Standard for dried figs as well as about size tolerances and the inclusion of 
sulphur dioxide in minimum requirements in the Standard for dried apricots. 

57. As both recommendations were currently on trial, delegations would send their 
comments to the secretariat and present them at the next session of the Specialized Section. 
Text in square brackets would remain in the recommendations until the end of their trial 
periods to facilitate consultations with trade. 

 (b) Text for extension as a UNECE recommendation 

Documentation: Dried pears (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/20) 

58. The Working Party adopted the revised text on dried pears for a one year extension 
of the trial period until the end of 2012. 

 (c) Text for adoption as amended UNECE Standard for macadamia 
kernels  

Documentation: Macadamia kernels (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/21) 

59. The Working Party adopted the amendments to the standard. 

 (d) Text for adoption as amended Standard Layout for UNECE Standards 
on Dry and Dried Produce 

Documentation: Standard Layout for UNECE standards on Dry and Dried Produce 
 (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/22) 

60. The Working Party adopted the amendments to the Standard Layout. 
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 X. Capacity-building activities 

61. The secretariat made a presentation on the promotional and capacity-building 
activities carried out by the specialized sections since September 2008. The presentation is 
available on the UNECE website at: http://www.unece.org/trade/wp-7/meetings.html. The 
Working Party thanked the UNECE secretariat for its outreach activities. 

62. The delegations stressed the importance of capacity-building and training as part of 
the Working Party’s activities. In addition to promoting the standards this work allowed 
experts from many countries of the world to take part in the development of international 
standards and explanatory material. It would be very helpful if extrabudgetary resources 
could be raised to continue this work. 

63. The secretariat informed the meeting that a multidonor dedicated trust fund could be 
created to serve the specific purpose of promoting UNECE standards and providing 
technical assistance for their implementation. Countries were invited to check the 
possibility of contributing to such a fund. 

64. Some delegations asked for clarification from the secretariat on the workshop 
venues and the selection of technical experts. Improvement in communications between the 
secretariat and the delegations was identified. The Working Party suggested that the 
secretariat put in place a system for automatically notifying delegations about documents 
being placed on the website.  

65. The Working Party welcomed the possibility of organizing a joint one-day 
Codex/UNECE workshop on the standards and brochures for pineapples and fresh chilli 
peppers in conjunction with the September 2012 session of the Codex Committee on Fresh 
Fruits and vegetables. 

66. The representative of the OECD Scheme noted that UNECE and OECD might 
envisage organizing joint capacity-building activities, especially in the Balkan region in the 
coming years. 

67. The delegation of Germany informed the Working Party about the international 
workshop that took place in Bonn in March 2011, the proceedings of which are available on 
their website.  The delegation of the United Kingdom informed the Working Party about 
the forthcoming harmonization meeting scheduled for 12-14 June 2012 in their country. 

 XI. Other business 

Documentation: Summary 2012 agendas of GE.1 and GE.2 (INF.1, Informal document) 

 Use of codes on packages (INF.3, Informal document) 

 Glossary of  terms (INF.2, Informal document) 

68. The Working Party decided to hold  a four-day session of the Specialized Section on 
Fresh Fruit and Vegetables in May 2012, reserving one day for informal meetings of 
working groups. It also decided to hold, in November 2012 subject to availability of 
meeting facilities, a three-and-a-half-day session of the Specialized Section on Dry and 
Dried Produce back-to-back with a day-and-a-half session of the Working Party. 

69. The Working Party asked the Specialized Section on Fresh Fruit and Vegetables to 
consider, at its May 2012 session, the Glossary of terms and the issue of the use of codes on 
packages. 
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 XII. Future work 

70. The Working Party will review the activities of the specialized sections and adopt 
the standards and other documents submitted by them. It will also discuss progress on 
revising the Geneva Protocol. 

71. Should the evaluation report of the Committee on Trade by the UNECE Executive 
Committee become available before the November 2012 session of the Working Party, the 
delegations would like to discuss its conclusions and recommendations. 

 XIII. Election of officers 

72. The delegations re-elected Mr. Ian Hewett (United Kingdom) as Chair and Mr. Pier 
Giacomo Bianchi (Italy) as Vice-Chair. 

 XIV. Adoption of the report 

73. The Working Party adopted the report of the session. 
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