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Recent developments in other organizations



Information on the 34th session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission



Codex Committee on Fresh Fruits and Vegetables


Information provided by the Codex secretariat on the outcome of the 34th session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission



Adoption of Standards – Chilli Peppers

The 34th Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission was held in Geneva, Switzerland, from 4-9 July 2011. In considering the final adoption of Codex standards and related texts, the Commission adopted the draft Codex Standard for Chilli Peppers. The Standard is now published as the Codex Standard for Chilli Peppers (CODEX STAN 307-2011) on the Codex website: http://www.codexalimentarius.org/ in English, French and Spanish.

It is foreseen that all Codex standards for fresh fruits and vegetables will also be available in Arabic and Chinese by early 2012.

In adopting the Standard for Chilli Peppers the following amendments were agreed upon: the reference to bulk transportation was deleted for consistency with the previous decision of the Committee to delete provisions concerning transportation in bulk throughout the Standard as not appropriate to this product (section 4) and to provide for voluntary labelling of the level of pungency of the chilli pepper in retail and non retail containers (sections 6.1.1 and 6.2.2) as not all countries would have the capacity to implement this provision since they do not have adequate data to classify varieties according to the level of pungency and no reference methods of analysis were identified in the Standard for this purpose.

It is recommended that when the 60th Session of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruits and Vegetables consider the UNECE Recommendation for Chilli Pepper in 2012 it gives due consideration to the amendments made by the Commission which allow for more flexibility in the worldwide application of the Codex Standard for Chilli Pepper and will also provide for consistency between Codex and UNECE Standards hence facilitation of trade.



Revision of the Terms of Reference of the Codex Committee on Fresh Fruits and Vegetables

The Commission considered a proposal for the revision of the Terms of Reference of the CCFFV vis-à-vis the consultative process with the UNECE. The Commission agreed that the Committee should consider its mandate in this framework and that the result of its consideration could be forwarded to the Codex Committee on General Principles if necessary.

The Commission also agreed that the Codex Secretariat will prepare a background document on the history and linkages between the CCFFV and the UNECE in order to assist the Committee to make an informed decision.

Further details on the discussion of this matter can be found in the report of the Commission (REP11/CAC, paras. 254-257) available on the Codex website under “Meetings and Reports”.



Next session of the Codex Committee on Fresh Fruits and Vegetables

The 17th Session of the Codex Committee on Fresh Fruits and Vegetables will take place in Mexico from 3-7 September 2012.

This Session will consider, amongst others, the standardization of a number of produce, e.g. avocado, pomegranate, golden passion fruit, etc., and a layout for Codex Standards for Fresh Fruits and Vegetables which will be revised taking into consideration the Format for Codex Commodity Standards (as per those provisions concerning the safety of the produce) and the Layout for UNECE Standards for Fresh Fruits and Vegetables (as per those provisions concerning the quality of the produce) as recommended by the Commission.

The Codex Secretariat looks forward to a fruitful cooperation with the UNECE Secretariat in the development of this document in order to present a revised version of the proposed Layout for Codex Standards for Fresh Fruits and Vegetables which can address the latest developments in the UNECE Layout in relation to quality provisions that generally apply across fresh fruits and vegetables.
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