ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/INF.5
	ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/INF.5


	ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2011/INF.5



Economic Commission for Europe
19 October 2011
Committee on Trade

Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards
Sixty-seventh session

Geneva, 8-10 November 2011
Item 6 (b) of the provisional agenda

Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables, 
Texts for adoption as revised/new UNECE standards/recommendations



UNIFORMITY IN SIZE FOR APPLES AND CHERRIES



Proposals by the delegation of Poland

[image: image1.jpg]@

I[JHARS




Agricultural and Food Quality Inspection

Main Inspectorate

30 Wspólna St., 00-930 Warsaw, Poland

tel. (+48-22)  623 27 92, fax: (+48-22) 623 29 97

www.ijhars.gov.pl, e-mail: kodeks@ijhars.gov.pl
September 19th, 2011



Polish remarks to the UNECE Standards for apples and cherries concerning uniformity in size.



UNECE Standard FFV-50 concerning the marketing and commercial quality control of apples

Referring to the provisions concerning uniformity in size, in the UNECE standard for apples, we would like to present Polish interpretation.

The standard states:

To ensure uniformity in size, the range in size between produce in the same package shall not exceed:


(a)
For fruit sized by diameter:

· 5 mm for “Extra” Class fruit and for Classes I and II fruit packed in rows and layers

·  10 mm for Class I fruit packed loose in the package or in sales packages.

There is no sizing uniformity requirement for Class II fruit packed loose in the package or in sales packages.



Poland applies the following interpretation:

· For “Extra” Class fruit and for Classes I and II packed in rows and layers, in all types 
of packages (including sales packages) - the range in size between produce in the same package shall not exceed – 5 mm;

· For Class I fruit packed loose in the package and loose in sales packages - the range 
in size between produce in the same package shall not exceed – 10 mm;

· For Class II fruit packed loose in the package and loose in sales packages - no sizing uniformity requirement is applied.
In our understanding of the standard uniformity in size for “Extra” Class fruit shall not exceed 5 mm, regardless to the type of packaging and presentation. It is important due to the superior quality of  the “Extra” Class apples.

Summing up, we apply the 10 mm allowance only for Class I apples packed loose (including loose in sales packages). 

Keeping in mind, differences in the understanding of the sizing provision, we suggest clarifying the current wording of the standard.

If the Specialized Section, during upcoming discussion decides on the 10 mm allowance for all sales packages, irrespective of their type, presentation and quality class (excluding class II, for which there is no sizing uniformity requirements), the following sentence should be added:

“10 mm for “Extra” Class and Class I fruit in all types of sales packages”

In the same time, sentence concerning sales packages in Class I should be removed: “10 mm for Class I fruit packed loose in the package or in sales packages.”



UNECE Standard FFV-13 concerning the marketing and commercial quality control 
of cherries

After consultation with industry Poland can not support the proposals presented by France to introduce a single minimum fruit size of 20 mm and to ensure uniformity by not allowing the range in size between produce in the same package to exceed 2 mm.

We should take into account that the standard covers new and old varieties not only cherries but sour cherries as well, and in specific climatic conditions of Poland and many other countries some fruits may not achieve greater sizes than provided in the current standard.
Moreover, in many countries without high level of mechanization of fruit sorting there could appear potential difficulties with keeping uniformity not exceeding 2 mm.
In conclusion, in our opinion the requirements of sizes and uniformity should remain unchanged.
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