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Brussels, Luxembourg, 19-21 October 2009

Item 9 of the provisional agenda
COMPARATIVE TRIALS
This is a background note by the delegation of France for discussion on comparative trials.

COMPARATIVE TRIALS

Objectives : On a general point of view, comparative trials organized through UNECE should not be considered as disposals to compare the results of seed potato control and certification implemented in the different countries, but rather more as disposals which should facilitate exchange of experience between countries, organize common training, facilitate harmonization of procedures and improvement of the Standard.

Thus, some of the main objectives of the comparative trials should be as followed: 
· The harmonization between countries of inspection methodologies (documents, sampling…)  and scoring; 
· The exchanges of information on diseases and pests; 
· The comparison of diseases and pests notation/scoring

· The training of Inspectors on Field Inspection (local or abroad inspectors) 
· The promotion of the standard.

· ….   

Methods :

· There are 2 types of countries:
· Countries volunteer to establish the comparative trials (Comparative trials would be a good way for a country wishing to implement a certification scheme. These trials could contribute to train its inspectors and get quick information on how inspections are conducted in other countries of the world).
· Countries participating in the comparative trials through sending samples.
· Countries are free to take part to the comparative trials but it is a recommendation.
· Samples to be implemented in the comparative trials are collected directly by the Official Services (not under the authority of official services) from producing countries, randomly, and on the latest generation of the production scheme (certified seed category).
· Collected samples must be in conformity with the plant health regulations from the country which will implement the comparative trials. Official services from producing countries are responsible to send the samples.
· The country implementing the comparative trials can make inspections and analyses on the received samples before planting, and could refuse some samples which would not be in accordance with its national plant health regulation.
· The country implementing the comparative field trials organizes Field days during which official bodies from countries involved in the experiment and having provided samples are invited.
·  All samples are coded and the results of comparative trials must be completely confidential. In any case they cannot be prejudicial to the country(ies) that has(have) provided samples, as those comparative trials should be considered as an experiment. All participants to the comparative trials sign a confidential agreement. 
· Comparative trials are held every 2 years

