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ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

COMMITTEE ON TRADE

Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards

Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes

Meeting of the Extended Bureau

Brussels, Luxembourg, 19-21 October 2009

Item 4 of the provisional agenda

CROP INSPECTION PRACTICES 

The Extended Bureau will continue its discussion of the draft provisions on crop inspection on the basis of this text that the delegation of the United Kingdom has prepared taking into account the suggestions made at the meeting in Cairo.

Background
This paper is based on responses to the Specialised Section’s questionnaire on crop inspection practices. Responses were received from 19 countries and these were provided for the Extended Bureau meeting in October, 2008 in Emmeloord. The text was developed during an open discussion at the Cairo meeting of the Specialised Section. 
The revised text is proposed as a statement to be adopted in the Standard. 

The following notes may facilitate discussion:

Note to point 2, paragraph 1: Germany requested that local circumstances be defined; as Italy and Austria currently conduct only one inspection, colleagues from these countries may wish to comment. Sweden also conducts one inspection in North because of short growing season there. I am of the view that we can be silent on this point. 

Note to point 2, paragraph 2:  this revision avoids stating a sampling rate in numerical terms which addresses the issue raised by France and the request from Tunisia to derogate from the proposed text tabled in Egypt.
Note to point 2, paragraph 3: this text has been added to address the issue of varietal purity raised by France during one of the discussion points though not related to this particular paper.

Crop Inspection Practices 
1. Scope of inspections 

All seed potato crops grown within the classification scheme should be inspected. 
The DA should adopt a risk-based approach to the inspection of ware potato crops growing in the vicinity of seed potato crops. 
Other measures e.g. specifying provenance of seed potatoes which may be planted, may also be deployed to control the health of non-seed potato crops on seed producing farms.  
2. Level and timing of inspection 
A minimum of two inspections should be conducted on growing plants but the DA may provide for one inspection, depending on local circumstances.  Where possible, inspections should start at or shortly before the flowering stage. 
The DA is free to specify the sampling rate and methodology. In general, the inspection procedure should allow the inspector to inspect at random a representative sample of plants from a crop.  The number of plants affected by the diseases listed in Annex II, 2 and 3 and those not true to variety or of another variety (Annex II, 4) should be recorded separately and each expressed as a percentage of the total number of plants inspected in the crop.
When a crop is derived from class Pre-Basic TC seed potatoes, the DA may wish to inspect all of the plants in the crop in order to establish their trueness to variety. 
3. Laboratory support for crop inspections 

Crop inspection results will normally be determined by visual assessment of the crop. Inspectors may be supported by appropriate tests e.g. ELISA when confirmation of the cause of a particular symptom is required or when a quarantine organism is suspected. 

4. Removal of plants with Annex II , 2-4 faults (Roguing)
The DA may permit roguing within specified limits, provided the tolerances specified in Annex II are met at the time of inspection. Roguing must include removal of all tubers as well as the foliage of the plant. 

5. Check and second opinion inspections
The DA may wish to verify all or a proportion of crop inspection findings and can do so either by visual inspection by a supervisor, post-harvest tuber testing or by post-control plots.  

Growers will be entitled to ask for a confirmatory inspection to be conducted by another, usually more experienced, inspector in the case of a disputed inspection.
