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Meeting of the Bureau of the Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes, Changins, Switzerland, 19 September 2014 


Note by the Chairman 
At the invitation of the Swiss Authorities, the Bureau held its meeting on 19 September 2014 at the premises of the Agroscope research station Changins-Wädenswil in Changins. The following persons participated: Pier Giacomo Bianchi (Italy), John Kerr (United Kingdom), Brice Dupuis (Switzerland), Henri Gilliand (Switzerland) and Serguei Malanitchev (UNECE).

The Bureau went through the provisional agenda and the documents for the October 2014 meeting of the Specialized Section and made the following points.


2.
Matters of interest since the last session 
The secretariat received comments on the draft text of the Geneva Understanding from the delegation of the United States. The draft text and the comments will be submitted to the November session of the Working Party for consideration and approval. If adopted, the Geneva Understanding will replace the obsolete Geneva Protocol. Its adoption will not change the modus operandi of the Specialized Section.

3. 
Results of the meetings of the Extended Bureau

The Bureau expected that all the changes proposed in document ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.6/2014/3 would be approved by the Specialized Section.
The Bureau asked the secretariat to present the amended position of the Specialized Section on cutting seed tubers as a separate document.

4.
UNECE Guide to Seed Potato Field Inspection. Recommended Practices
The Guide was thoroughly discussed at the Extended Bureau meeting in Melbourne. The expectation is that discussion in October could be limited to substantive corrections or amendments to the text that have been submitted before the meeting. The Specialized Section will make a decision on submitting the Guide to the Working Party for approval. The Bureau asked the secretariat if the Guide could be issued as a paper publication, in which case more illustrative photographs could be included in it.

5. 
UNECE Guide to Seed Potato Tuber Inspection. Recommended Practices
This Guide will be the most important item for a substantive discussion at the October session of the Specialized Section.

6.
Sprouted tubers

The Specialized Section will decide on adopting the text proposed by the delegations of Finland and the United Kingdom (document ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.6/2014/6) as its position on sprouted tubers.


7.
Tolerances for mild and sever virus symptoms
The proposals by the delegation of the United States (document ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.6/2014/7) will be compared with the recent decision on the tolerances for mild and severe virus symptoms taken by the European Union.

8.
Definition of tolerances by weight or by number

The delegation of Sweden will present updated statistical results of calculating tolerances by weight of the sample or by number of tubers in the sample, for different types of diseases and pests (document ECE/TRADE/WP.7/GE.6/2014/INF.1). Following the recommendation of the Extended Bureau formulated at its meeting in Australia, the Specialized Section may wish to include the following statement in the report of its October 2014 session:

“Tolerances of tuber faults are calculated by weight in most national certification schemes. The UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes follows this convention. The Specialised Section has noted that there is limited available data to compare results of inspections conducted by tuber weight to those conducted by tuber number, but where such data exists there is relatively little evidence of a significant difference between the two methods.“


9.
Risk-based inspection

The proposals by the delegation of the Netherlands (document ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.6/2014/8) will be used as a starting point for a discussion on how to reflect risk-based inspections in the UNECE Standard. Seed potato inspections are currently done by official services. Carrying out risk-based inspections and outsourcing them may be risky because diseases can spread very quickly. Would it be appropriate to have a provision in the Standard saying that minimum official inspection carried out according to the Standard is required for all lots?

10.
Promotional leaflet
The leaflet should normally be finalized at the October session of the Specialized Section and printed in 500 copies. The text should indicate that the leaflet is based on the 2014 version of the Standard and that updated versions of the Standard can be downloaded from the UNECE website.


11.
Future work and other business

The Specialized Section may wish to include, among other things, the following topics into its programme for future work:

· UNECE Guide to Seed Potato Tuber Inspection

· UNECE Guide to Operating a Seed Potato Certification Service

· Risk-based inspection
· PCR methodology for virus testing

· Revision of annex IX of the Standard
· Specialized section’s website, particularly the pest list.
In view of holding a Specialized Section meeting in October 2014, the 2015 session usually held in March could be cancelled. However, the Extended Bureau meeting should be maintained for 2015. Countries will be asked to volunteer to host this meeting.
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