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Economic Commission for Europe
Committee on Trade
Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards
Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes
Meeting of the Extended Bureau

Melbourne, Australia, 1 - 4 April 2014
PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME 
Tuesday, 1 April
Technical visit to a PCN potato district and a seed farm in Gippsland
Wednesday morning, 2 April
Regional Workshop on Seed Potatoes for South-east Asian Countries
· UNECE agricultural quality standards
Mr. Serguei Malanitchev, Agricultural Quality Standards Unit, UNECE
· UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes and where it fits in the present system of international trade
Dr. John Kerr, Seed Potato Classification Scheme Manager, SASA, United Kingdom
Mr. Willem Schrage, Director, Potato Programme, North Dakota, United States
· UNECE Guide to Seed Potato Diseases, Pests and Defects
Dr. Pier Giacomo Bianchi, Director, CRA-SCS, Italy
· Seed potato certification scheme in Australia
Dr. Nigel Crump, General Manager, ViCSPA, Australia
· Seed potato production and certification in South-East Asian countries
Dr. Nigel Crump, General Manager ViCSPA, Australia
· What UNECE can do to help countries create the infrastructure for implementing the Standard?
· Experience of France in providing technical assistance in setting up seed potato certification schemes in Northern Africa and the Middle East

Mr. Bernard Quéré, Director FN3PT/RD3PT, France
· UNECE seed potato project in Russia

Mr. Serguei Malanitchev, UNECE
Discussion: What kind of technical assistance UNECE could provide to countries willing to modernize their seed potato production sector?
Wednesday afternoon, 2 April
Technical visit to minituber production facility at Toolangi and to wildlife sanctuary in Healesville
Thursday, 3 April
Meeting of the Extended Bureau of the Specialized Section
1.
UNECE Guide on Seed Potato Field Inspection. Recommended practices

UNECE Guide on Seed Potato Tuber Inspection. Recommended practices
The delegations will review the texts of the draft Guides to be presented by the delegation of the United States. 
Documentation: Draft Guide on Field Inspection (GE.6/BUR/2014/2)

Draft Guide on Tuber Inspection (GE.6/BUR/2014/5)
2.
External defects including sprouted tubers
The Working Group composed of Australia, Finland (rapporteur), Germany, United Kingdom and United States will prepare a discussion paper to help the Specialized Section decide whether to agree on a minimum requirement in the Standard or formulate a Section position on this issue.

Documentation: A paper on sprouted tubers (GE.6/BUR/2014/3)
3.
Tolerances for mild and severe virus symptoms
The Extended Bureau will continue the discussion on combining tolerances for mild and severe virus symptoms and will revisit the definition of “severe virus diseases”. The representative of the European Commission will inform the delegations about the results of the discussion of this topic among the EU countries.
Documentation: Report of the Extended Bureau meeting in Fargo (GE.6/BUR/2013/11)
4.
Definition of tolerances by weight or by number

The delegation of Sweden will make a proposal on defining tolerances by weight or by number.

Documentation: A note by Sweden (GE.6/BUR/2014/4)
Technical visit to Agribio plant science facility in Bundoora
Dinner with the Minister for Agriculture
Friday, 4 April

5.
Update on the revision of Council Directive 2002/56/EC

The representative of the European Commission will inform the Extended Bureau on the revision of this Council Directive.

6.
Cooperation between UNECE and IPPC

The Chair of the Specialized Section and the Secretariat will report on the FAO Legal Office statement on the legal status of Codex Alimentarius standards presented at the November 2013 session of the UNECE Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards.
Documentation: UNOG Senior Legal Adviser opinion on legal status of UNECE standards


Note on Codex standards (by Codex Secretariat in consultation with the FAO and WHO Legal Departments) 
7.
Review of the recommendations made by the Extended Bureau meetings

The Extended Bureau will review its recommendations to the October 2014 session of the Specialized Section:

· Definitions of “external defects” and “pest damage” in annex III
Documentation: Report of the Extended Bureau meeting in Fargo (GE.6/BUR/2013/11)
· IPPC-related text of the Standard, as agreed in Fargo

Documentation: The Standard with changes made in Fargo (GE.6/BUR/2013/6)
· Promotional leaflet


Documentation: The leaflet with changes suggested in Fargo (GE.6/BUR/2012/4)
8.
Difficulties with trade of seed potatoes in the region of South-East Asia


The delegation of Australia will talk about problems encountered by traders of seed potatoes in the region. The Extended Bureau will discuss ways in which a harmonized approach to quality could help solve these problems.

9.
Other business


The delegations may wish to discuss any other questions of relevance to the work of the Specialized Section.

Agribio plant science facility and a potato industry evening in Ballarat
_____________

