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SEED POTATO GROWING CROP INSPECTION SURVEY 
 

Note by the secretariat 
 
The note summarizes the replies to the questionnaire on crop inspection practices from 19 
countries. The decision to collect this information was taken by the Specialized Section at its 
March 2008 session with the aim of drawing up provisions in the Standard on how certified crop 
should be inspected. 
 
In the context of this questionnaire, “crop” is interpreted as plants of a variety in a field entered 
for inspection at the same category and class and derived from seed potatoes of the same class. If 
seed potatoes of a different variety or of a different class were planted, then each would be a 
different crop. A field could, therefore, contain one crop or any number of crops covering 
different acreages. 
 
1. Who conducts the inspections?  
 

A. Officials  
B. Authorised inspection service 
C. Authorized industry inspectors 

 
Country Replies/Comments 

Austria (A) Officials 

Belgium (A) Officials only 

Canada (A) Officials – Inspectors of the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (who 
have gone through training and certification process).  Regional Program 
Officers also provide an audit function to ensure integrity of inspection. 

Czech Republic (A) Officials 

Denmark (A) Officials 

England & Wales 
(UK) 

(A) Official inspectors of the Plant Health and Seed Inspectorate (PHSI). 
 

Finland (C) Authorized industry inspectors 

Germany Officials and authorised private persons under control of officials. 
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Ireland (A) Officials 

Israel (A) Seed and Nursery Stock Inspection Service, Department of Plant 
Protection and Inspection Services, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development carry out the official inspection. 

Italy (A) Officials 

Luxembourg (A) Officials 

Netherlands (A) Authorised inspection service (NAK) 
 

Northern Ireland 
(UK) 

(A) Officials 

Poland (A) Officials. Plant Health and Seed Inspection Service. 

Romania (A) Officials 

Scotland (UK) (A) Officials 

Slovakia (A) Officials 

United States (A) Officials employed by the seed certification agency 

 
2. Are all potato crops on a certified seed potato farm inspected? 

 
A. Yes 
B. No 
 

Country Replies/Comments 

Austria (B) Only seed potatoes are inspected 

Belgium (B) Ware potatoes and farmed saved potato seeds are not inspected on a 
certified seed potato farm. 

Canada (A) Yes, when all lots are entered for certification on a seed farm. Part II of 
the Seed Regulations governing Seed Potatoes dictates that any grower 
applying for certification of seed potatoes on their seed farm must plant 
foundation class or better. Only seed potatoes entered for certification by a 
seed grower (who has submitted an application for seed potato crop 
inspection) will be inspected.   
 

(B) Lots of seed potatoes for which certification will not be sought do not 
require inspection. However the CFIA may inspect such crops if warranted 
or required for any reason. 

Czech Republic (A) All seed crops and all non-seed crops neighbouring the seed crops are 
inspected. In reserved growing areas all non-seed potato crops are checked at 
random for occurrence of diseases and pests.  

Denmark (A) Yes 

England & Wales (A) All entered potato crops are inspected and are subject to isolation 
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(UK) requirements, and a check is made to ensure these requirements are being 
followed. 

Finland (B) No 

Germany (A) All seed potato crops foreseen for certification. Non-seed potato crops 
(potatoes for consumption or processing) are not inspected (see also No. 11). 

Ireland (B) Ware crops grown on certified seed potato farms are not inspected. 

Israel (B) Only the fields with seeds for the next season. 

Italy (A) Yes 

Luxembourg (A) Yes 

Netherlands In principle only seed crops are inspected. Ware potatoes, if any on seed 
farms, are only inspected if they are adjacent to seed crops, to Identify 
infection risks. 
 

Northern Ireland 
(UK) 

Only ware crops grown in close proximity to seed crops are routinely 
inspected. All certified seed crops are inspected. 

Poland All varieties and categories of certified potato fields are inspected.  
If there are other potato crops on the farm (for example table potatoes), only 
phytosanitary inspections are carried out. 

Romania (A) Yes 

Scotland (UK) (B) No. All seed potato crops are inspected. Ware potato crops are not 
necessarily inspected but growers must provide evidence that crops have 
been planted with seed potatoes of Community Grade EC 2 or better i.e. 
Scottish Elite. 

Slovakia Yes. In enclosed areas all crops are inspected. In other areas crops within an 
isolated distance only. 

United States (A) Yes, all acreage must be eligible and entered on any given farming 
operation for certification. 

 
3. How many inspections are conducted on seed potatoes during the growing period?  

Does this vary according to class or category? 
At what stages of crop development? 

 

Country Replies/Comments 

Austria At least and normally one inspection (for all categories) 
Between EC 31 and 69 

Belgium Two field inspections during the growing period, the first inspection 35 to 45 
days after planting, the second inspection one to two weeks before haulm 
killing. This doesn’t vary according to class or category. 
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Canada For the production of all classes (except Nuclear) - Two Field Inspections 
(minimum). First inspection is carried out when plants are 25-35 cm tall, 
approximately 6-8 weeks after planting. An inspector may choose to conduct 
a subsequent inspection prior to their final inspection when/if they feel it is 
warranted or of benefit. Final inspection occurs 70-90 days after planting or 
20-30 days after the first inspection. 
 
For the Nuclear Stock categories there are at least three types of inspections. 
One for each of the following stages: (1) Initiation; (2) Multiplication in 
aseptic facility; (3) Multiplication in protected environment – generally 
inspected at the budding or flowering time (40-70 days after planting). 
For the production of Nuclear class – must be inspected at least once during 
the growing period. 

Czech Republic There are 3 inspections during the growing period. It does not vary 
according to class or category. 
 
First inspection – when plants are at an average height of 20 cm. Second – 
when fully grown. Third – after termination of growth. 
 

Denmark Generally two inspections but for pre-basic seed always three. The 
inspections take place a few weeks after the emergence, during flowering 
and after flowering. 

England & Wales 
(UK) 

Pre-basic and basic (SE, E and A) grades - 2 inspections. 
CC (certified) grade - 1 inspection. 

Finland Two inspections for pre-basic and basic seed. 
One inspection for certified seed. 
 
First inspection during flowering, second inspection just before haulm 
killing. 

Germany Minimum of two inspections for certified seed and three for other categories 
and classes. 
 
First inspection is normally when plant is at an average height of 20 cm.  
Further inspections in the two weeks that follow.  

Ireland For Basic: 2 inspections. First - when plants are close to or meeting in rows 
(usually mid- to late-June). Second - at or about flower bud stage (usually 
about 2 weeks after the first inspection). 
For Pre-basic: 3 inspections. First and second - as for basic category. Third - 
pre-senescence / dessication. 

Israel 2-3 inspections. First: 50 to 60 days after planting; second: during the 
completion of the growth cycle and before the haulm killing; third: if 
necessary. 

Italy One for all categories and classes at flowering. 

Luxembourg Three inspections for all varieties. First at stage 20-25-30 days, second 
- at 40-49-59, third - at 60-80 days depending on variety. 
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Netherlands Three inspections at different stages; last inspection prior to haulm killing. 
 

Northern Ireland 
(UK) 

Pre-Basic crops are inspected at least three times. Basic Crops are inspected 
at least twice. The peak inspection time is early to mid-July, usually around 
flowering time. 
 

Poland Two for certified seed, three for basic seed. 
The field inspections are conducted on certification units: 

 Area (in ha) Minimum number of units 

up to 2 5 

3 8 

4 10 

5 12 

6 14 

7 16 

8 18 

9-10 20 
 

Romania The number of inspections is according to category. For Pre-basic and Basic 
- four inspections and for Certified seed - at least three. 
Pre-basic and Basic: The first inspection when the plants reach a height of 
15-25 cm and before flowering; the second – from flowering to 
physiological maturity; the third – after haulm killing; the final – one week 
before harvesting. 
Certified: The first 3 inspections mentioned for PB and B seed. 

Scotland (UK) All seed crops are inspected at least twice. The number of inspections does 
not vary by class or category except for Pre-basic 1 when additional 
inspections may be conducted. First crop inspections start when the plants 
start to meet in the drill (just before flowering) and then second inspection 
are conducted two weeks later. 

Slovakia Two inspections during the growing period without reference to the 
generation of multiplication. First inspection - when the average height of the 
plants reach 20 cm; second - in full vegetation, not earlier than 10 days after 
the first inspection. 

United States A minimum of two inspections are conducted during the growing season 
with a third inspection often utilized to obtain final readings for virus levels 
and bacterial ring rot presence. 

The number of inspections does not vary by class or category. 

First inspection is conducted when the plants are fully emerged and typically 
in the 0.2m range of growth (6-8” tall) at or just after tuber initiation. 

Second inspection is conducted when the plants are flowering or just 
finishing (during early to mid bulking period). 

Final inspections are conducted between 85 to 110 days after planting, when 
plants are maturing and in the final bulking phase. 
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4. How many plants are examined at each inspection? 
Does this vary according to size of crop?  
Does this vary according to class or category? 

 

Country Replies/Comments 

Austria Between 500 and 1700 plants.  
This varies according to size of crop and class/category. 

Belgium The size of crop influences the number of plants examined for the field inspections. 
For each inspection: (i) crops up to 1 ha: 400 plants per 2500 m²; (ii) crops from 1 ha: 
1000 plants per ha. No differences according to class or category. 

Canada Plant counts taken at regular intervals throughout the field are used to 
determine accurately disease infection levels in the field. A count consists of a 
hundred consecutive plants in a row and they can be counted individually or by 
a calculated field pace. The guide is 10 counts/ha plus one additional count per 
hectare above 1 hectare, i.e., 1 to 5 hectares = 15 counts (1 count = 100 plants) 
thus 1 000 plants per ha.  

For small fields, e.g., for producing Pre-Elite class – minimum of 10% of the plants 
inspection is the guide.  
 
Nuclear Stock – all plants are inspected. 
 
There are times when inspectors may determine that more counts are necessary to 
determine accurately the disease levels. In such cases, increased count numbers are 
determined at their discretion. 

Czech Republic The whole crop is examined. The inspector makes a certain number of partial 
evaluations in different locations of the crop which are chosen randomly. One partial 
evaluation means an evaluation of 100 successive plants in one row. 
 
Number of partial evaluations according to size of crop: 

 Size of crop Minimum number of evaluations 
up to 1 ha whole crop is evaluated 

more than 1 and up to 3 ha 5 
more than 3 and up to 20 ha 10 

more than 20 ha 1 evaluation for each 3 ha 
 
It does not vary according to class or category. 
 

Denmark The number of plants inspected depends on what is inspected, e.g. diseases or off -
types and the number vary according to category and the size of the crop.  

England & 
Wales (UK) 

Pre-basic: all plants. 
SE and E grades: 20 000 plants at each of the 2 inspections for every 4 ha. 
A Grade: 10 000 plants at each of the 2 inspections for every 4 ha. 
CC: 1000 plants for every 2 ha. 
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Finland The inspector makes both a general field inspection and takes “sample areas” which 
are inspected more carefully. A “sample area” totals 100 m2, which is inspected in 4 to 
10 different locations in the field, for example 10 x 10 m2.  

Germany  
Size of crop category * 

(in ha) PB ; EEC1, EEC2, B/S, B/SE  EECG 3, B/E, Z 

<   3 10 x 100 plants 5 x 100 plants 

3 - 10 15 x 100 plants 10 x 100 plants  

>10 20 x 100 plants 20 x 100 plants 

 

Ireland Proportion of defects on a crop is based on counts of 3000 plants per hectare. Does not 
vary according to size of crop, class or category. 

Israel Minimum 2000 plants. In case of doubt whether to accept or reject, minimum another 
1000. 

Italy 1 200-1 500 plants per hectare (30-40 % of plants). Does not vary according to size of 
crop. Does vary according to class or category: for pre-basic and basic close to 100 % 
of plants is examined. 

Luxembourg Three counts per ha, each covering a distance of 100 feet. 

Netherlands No fixed numbers. Inspections are meant to be representative of the crop. 

Northern Ireland 
(UK) 

Pre-Basic crops are walked every fourth drill. Basic crops are walked to ensure that all 
areas of the crop are inspected. Where faults are found the inspector will assess levels 
by counting the number of infected plants in 1 000 plants and will repeat these counts a 
number of times. 
 

Poland 100 plants at each certification. The number of certification units depends on the size 
of the field (see above). Does not vary according to class or category. 

Romania For a field of ≤10 ha - 1 point for each ha (10 points). For a field more than 10 ha - 1 
point for each ha for 10 ha plus 1 point for each 5 ha over and above 10 ha.  
The inspectors check 100 plants/point (50 plants on two adjacent rows) 

Scotland (UK) For basic seed crops (SE, E and A) inspections are based on area of crop entered for 
inspection.  For crops of up to 4 hectares a minimum area of 0.1 ha is inspected (6 000 
plants). For crops larger than 4 ha, a minimum area of 0.2 ha is inspected (12 000 
plants). Plant density is assumed to be 60 000 plants per hectare unless grower claims 
otherwise. If this claim is verified by inspection, plant count is adjusted according to 
agreed planting density of the crop. 
 
Pre-basic crops are more intensively inspected. For PB1 crops, all plants are inspected 
at each inspection. For PB 2, 3 and 4 crops, 25% of the plants are inspected at each 
inspection.  
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Slovakia At least 500 plants. Up to 3 hectares - 5 inspections per 100 plants; from 3 to 10 
hectares - 10 inspections; over 10 hectares - 15 inspections. 

United States On average, 247 plants are counted per hectare (100 plants per acre) during each 
inspection. This count may vary depending upon the size of the lot with small 0.5 ha 
lots having up to 1000 plants/lot counted or 100% if small enough. This does not vary 
with class or category. 

 
5. What patterns do inspectors follow to examine plants? 
 

Country Replies/Comments 

Austria Units of 100 plants are examined. 
This units have to be distributed evenly over the whole field 

Belgium Normally the inspectors walk the crop forming a figure “B”. They begin counting on a 
spot chosen randomly.  

Canada For field inspection, the inspector walks the field making a random examination of the 
plants, including both sides of the field, either following a figure "X" pattern or 
inverted "V" pattern, unless inspecting 100% of the plants. These two patterns will 
give the inspector the highest degree of randomness and allow the greatest surface area 
of the field and highest number of plants to be covered while reducing the chances of 
omitting a pocket of infestation. If the field configuration does not allow for this type 
of pattern, it is up to the discretion of the inspector to use the most randomised method 
possible. 

Czech Republic 

 
Denmark Inspectors follow a figure “Z” pattern. 

England & 
Wales (UK) 

Basic grades: 2 rows in a sequence to give the right inspection number, ensuring a 
different 2 rows are inspected at the second inspection. 
CC: a stepped diagonal traverse. 

Finland No reply 

Germany No fixed pattern. The result of the inspection must be representative of the whole crop. 
The inspector has to examine the field at random. 

Ireland No fixed pattern. General inspection of entire crop is carried out to check for presence 
and distribution of defects. Counts are based on units of 200 plants (100 plants from 
two adjacent rows) repeated at various points throughout the crop. 

Israel According to the Israeli regulations. 
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Italy The inspector walks the crop along a row and checks two rows on the right and two on 
the left. 

Luxembourg No reply 

Netherlands Variable; different for each inspection. 
 

Northern Ireland 
(UK) 

Counts will be carried out throughout the field to ensure that all areas of the field are 
covered. 
 

Poland See illustrations below. 

Romania Visual analyses by random checking. 

Scotland (UK) The number of drills to be inspected in a crop is calculated from area entered and 
number of drills. Inspectors then enter crops at designated drills and proceed along 
drills but also cross over drills frequently in making their way through the crop to build 
up a zigzag inspection pattern. In this way, many different parts of the crop are 
examined.  

Slovakia The whole crop is examined by a chess-board or diagonal pattern. 

United States Inspectors follow either a random pattern in the field trying to cross all rows within a 
given lot or field, or follow a predetermined pattern usually making a type of X 
through the lot.  During each inspection, it is usual for inspectors to visit different areas 
of the lot or field and/or to look for areas where disease/pest issues may be suspected. 

 

6. Are visual assessments supported by:  
 

A. Laboratory tests 
B. Other tests 

 
When? Please specify. 

 
 

Country Replies/Comments 

Austria (A) If there is a suspicion of quarantine pests, the visual assessments are supported by 
laboratory tests. 

(B) All field inspections are followed by post-harvest tests. 

Belgium Visual assessments are supported by field kits for potato viruses.  
Normally no laboratory tests are carried out. 

Canada (A) Laboratory tests are conducted if requested by the inspector, or if a regulated 
disease is suspected. 

(B) Post-harvest testing is voluntary for growers. 
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Czech Republic (A) Yes, in case of any doubts the ELISA test is carried out or an electrophoresis 
method is used for verification of identity of the variety. It can be done at any of the 
three inspections during the growing season. 
(B) No 
 

Denmark Visual assessments are supported by both laboratory tests and other tests (field kit), 
when the inspector are in serious doubt and of course when we deal with a 0-tolerance 
disease. 

England & 
Wales (UK) 

(A) Inspectors can send material for laboratory testing when necessary. 
(B) Inspectors are issued with lateral flow test kits which they use extensively to 
confirm virus in potatoes. 

Finland No reply 

Germany (A) The ELISA test when the inspector has doubts about the virus symptoms. 

Ireland (A) Laboratory tests. Leaf samples taken during crop inspections are sent for 
laboratory testing (ELISA) for virus diseases. 

Israel (A) Laboratory tests, only if the inspectors are not sure about the disease. 

Italy No 

Luxembourg In the fields we sometimes work with kits for rapid testing. 
In cases where the inspectors have serious doubts we use laboratory tests. 

Netherlands Verification tests only when necessary; in case of non-specific symptoms. 
 

Northern Ireland 
(UK) 

(A) Laboratory tests are carried out to confirm the presence of disease in a crop. 
 

Poland No 

Romania (A) Laboratory tests if necessary and in case of doubt. 

Scotland (UK) Inspectors can submit samples for verification of any symptomatic (or suspect) plants 
seen. Inspectors are asked to submit samples of plants with virus symptoms to the 
laboratory for surveillance purposes. Inspection results are, however, based on the 
results of visual assessment of the crops. 

Slovakia (A) Laboratory tests. We do the ELISA test whenever our inspector has any doubts 
with identification of virus diseases and we use the electrophoresis method whenever 
there are doubts about authenticity of the variety.   
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United States Visual assessments are supported by laboratory tests for virus type and amount in most 
cases. Additional tests may be used to diagnose specific disease and pest issues such as 
in the case of bacterial ring rot, or other serious, “zero tolerance”-type problems. 

Often visual tests are utilized exclusively, unless conditions or cultivar prevent 
obtaining an accurate reading of the given lot.  In that case, leaves may be picked to 
test for the presence of virus or stems/tubers may be harvested to test for the presence 
of a specific pathogen as in the case of bacterial ring rot. 

Generation 1 lots are tested for the presence of PVX and PVX with Generations 2-3 
lots tested for PVX and with certain susceptible cultivars for PVY. 

 

7. Roguing is allowed 
 
  A. Before inspection 
 B. Before and after inspection 
 C. After inspection 
 

Country Replies/Comments 

Austria (B) But not in case of quarantine pest diseases. 

Belgium (B) Roguing is allowed before and after inspection. Only when the grower contests the 
results of the inspection, rouging is not allowed anymore. 

Canada (B) Before and after the first or subsequent inspections. 

Czech Republic (A) Before inspection only. 
 

Denmark It is allowed before and between inspections; between - only if below defined 
tolerances. 

England & 
Wales (UK) 

Pre-basic: no roguing before first inspection. 
Basic grades: roguing is permitted but crops can be failed if the level of roguing is 
excessive (over 250 plants per ha). 
CC: at growers discretion. 
Roguing must remove the whole plant including roots and tubers. 

Finland The farmer has to keep a book of numbers and reasons of rogued plants. For the basic 
seed the high number of rogued plants can be a reason for not accepting the field for 
seed potato production. 

Germany (B) Before and after inspection. 

Ireland (B) Before and after inspection 

Israel (C) After inspection 

Italy (B) Before and after inspection. In the latter case a re-inspection is needed. 

Luxembourg (B) Before and after inspection 
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Netherlands (A) Only before inspection 
 

Northern Ireland 
(UK) 

Roguing is permitted. Roguing can be carried out prior to inspection but may in some 
circumstances be permitted after the crop’s first inspection. 
 

Poland (B) Before and after inspection 

Romania (B) Before and after inspection 

Scotland (UK) Rouging is not permitted in pre-basic crops except under the supervision of an 
inspector. In SE and E crops, roguing is permitted prior to inspection.  

Slovakia (B) Before and after inspection 

United States (B) Depending on the situation, roguing is usually allowed both before and after 
inspection. Exceptions to this relate to the inability of roguing to remove a given 
disease problem (such as in the case of blackleg) or when a final inspection has been 
conducted and no further inspections are warranted or possible. 

 

8. Inspection is conducted by  
 

A. One inspector alone 
B. Inspectors in pairs  

 

Country Replies/Comments 

Austria (A) Normally by one inspector alone. 

Belgium (A) One inspector alone 

Canada (A) Essentially, conducted by one inspector alone.  In some cases an inspectors may 
request to be accompanied by another inspector if a second opinion or confirmation of 
levels is required. 

Czech Republic Most inspections are conducted by one inspector alone. Only in case of crops of pre-
basic category inspections are conducted by two or three inspectors together (the 
inspector, his supervisor and sometimes also another supervisor). 
 

Denmark (A) One inspector alone. 

England & 
Wales (UK) 

At least 1 qualified inspector, but large crops may be inspected in teams. 

Finland (B) Inspectors in pairs 

Germany (A) One inspector alone 

Ireland (A) is more common. (B) is often used for larger crops or crops where a high level of 
defects is being found. 

Israel (A) Generally one inspector 
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Italy (A) One inspector alone 

Luxembourg The first and second control by one inspector alone. The third control, in other words 
acceptance or definitive refusal, by two inspectors. 

Netherlands (A) One inspector alone 

Northern Ireland 
(UK) 

Normally one inspector carries out the inspection. For Pre-Basic and higher grade 
Basic crops a Senior Inspector will carry out a supervisory inspection. 
 

Poland (A) One inspector alone 

Romania (A) One inspector alone 

Scotland (UK) (B) Generally inspections are conducted in pairs. Some experienced inspectors may 
work alone in exceptional circumstances. 

Slovakia Pre-basic category - inspectors in pairs 
Basic and Certified category - one inspector alone 

United States Inspections are conducted by either one or two inspectors at any time, depending upon 
the situation, the class or category of seed being certified, the inspector’s experience, 
the probable issues which might be encountered during the inspection, etc. In most 
cases, inspection of any given lot is performed by one inspector alone. 

 
9. Results of inspection are subject to checking by  
 

A. Supervisory inspection 
B. Post-control plots 
C. Post-harvest tests 

 
Please explain how such tests are carried out. 
 

Country Replies/Comments 

Austria (A) No supervisory inspection because of official inspection 
(B) Post-control plots from about 10 % of all certified crops 
(C) All crops are subject to post-harvest tests in the laboratory for certification 

Belgium All crops are put to Elisa post-harvest tests. From each crop tubers are collected in 
the field 15 days after haulm killing. These tubers are submitted to GA-treatment and 
then grown up in a greenhouse. The plant leaves are tested using Elisa.  
A post-control plot is conducted the year after field inspection. From each crop 100 
tubers are planted (50 tubers collected in the field after haulm killing, 50 tubers 
collected in the storage room after certification). 

Canada Supervisors, Regional Program Officers.  
Voluntary post-harvest tests may indicate any current season virus spread.  
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Czech Republic (A) No 
(B) Yes, but only in the case of all crops of pre-basic category, some crops deriving 
from seed potatoes with another country of origin and all crops deriving from 
somehow problematic lots. 
(C) Yes, post-harvest testing is an unavoidable part of the certification scheme. 
Post-harvest tests – ELISA test for viruses, tests for Clavibacter and Ralstonia, sample 
taken from the crop (see the Questionnaire on post-harvest tests) 
 

Denmark We only do the post-harvest test for viruses. 

England & 
Wales (UK) 

(B) Samples are taken from a selection of seed stocks and grown on to check that the 
scheme is delivering the intended results in terms of clean progeny plants. 

Finland Some authorized inspectors are audited by the Certification Unit each year in order to 
check the inspection quality. For viruses a post-harvest test is done in the laboratory in 
the winter. 

Germany Supervisory inspection is done for control purposes. The same amount of plants is 
inspected randomly, but not the same plants. 
 

Ireland (B) as routine. (A) on occasion. 

Israel No reply 

Italy Post-harvest tests and post-control plots. 

Luxembourg (B) and (C). All the plots are replanted in a post-control field. In addition, the Pre-basic 
and Basic plants are tested in greenhouses. 

Netherlands Supervisory inspections; post-control plots at random. 
 

Northern Ireland 
(UK) 

(A) A Senior Inspector will see all Pre-Basic Crops. Most High Grade Basic Crops are 
also inspected once by a Senior Inspector. 
(B) A small number of stocks are grown as plots the following year for observation. 
 

Poland (A) Supervisory inspection 
(C) Post harvest tests. Sampling is compulsory for post-harvest inspection. Samples are 
taken directly from the fields before harvest. 

Romania (B) Post-control plots 
(C) Post-harvest tests: virus test Elisa for PB, B, C class A; visual virus test for C class 
B. 

Scotland (UK) (A) Supervisors conduct check inspections of a proportion of the crops. 
(B) Post-control plots are not used. 
(C) Post-harvest testing is only conducted in exceptional cases. 

Slovakia (A) Supervisory inspection - randomly 
(B) Post-control plots: SE1 - C1 
(C) Post-harvest test: SE1 - C2 
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United States (C) Post harvest tests – Representative samples are collected from each seed lot entered 
and accepted for certification during the growing season. Samples are delivered to the 
appropriate seed certification location within each state, certification officials prepare 
and transport the samples to specific sites for growth during the winter months. 
Official inspections take place utilizing certification employees to determine the levels 
of viruses, cultivar mixing, chemical damage, etc. and verify that specific tolerances 
for re-certification and marketing sales are met. 

 

10. Additional information 
 
 Are non-seed potato crops, including farm-saved seed, allowed on a seed farm? 

If yes, under what condition. 
 

Country Replies/Comments 

Austria Yes, they have to be grown strictly separately in the field and kept separately on the 
stock. 

Belgium Ware potatoes and farm-saved seed are allowed on a seed farm. However the seed 
potatoes must be stored in company premises exclusively reserved for seed potatoes.  

Canada Part II of the Seed Regulations governing Seed Potatoes dictates that any grower 
applying for certification on their seed farm must plant Foundation class or better.  
Therefore there are no non-seed potato crops allowed on a seed farm. However, a 
grower may choose not to enter for certification all lots planted on their farm and 
intend to sell those crops for Table or processing. Proof must be provided that certified 
seed (i.e., Foundation class or higher) was planted for such purpose.  

Czech Republic Yes, all non-seed potato crops have to be in good condition as regards occurrence of 
diseases and pests.  

Denmark Yes, under controlled conditions such as the origin of the seed material must be pre-
basic, the variety must not be grown at the same time as intended for certified seed 
potato.  The seed material must only be used for two generations and the distance 
between seed and non-seed must be 25 meters. 

England & 
Wales (UK) 

Seed potato crops are subject to strict isolation rules; there is no control of crops 
outside of these isolation areas. 
 

Finland For pre-basic and basic seed only seed potato production in the farm is allowed. For 
certified seed production other potato production is accepted if the ware potato fields 
are planted with certified seed potato and if they are inspected officially. 

Germany Yes, but normally they have to be grown on another distant field. The risk of 
contamination is higher when crops grow close to each other. Field inspections follow 
post-harvest control for detection of viruses and quarantine diseases.  
 

Ireland Non-seed potato crops are allowed on a seed farm. Seed crop cannot be in same field 
as non-seed crop unless the non-seed crop is up to certification standard. 

Israel Yes, but only if all the fields are sawn with certified seeds. 
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Italy Allowed for different varieties only. 

Luxembourg Depends on the distance between the fields under seed and ware potatoes. All the 
fields, including private gardens, in proximity with the seed potato field should be 
sawn with officially certified seed. If a ware potato field is close to a seed potato field, 
both are controlled as seed potato fields. The use of farm seed is forbidden. 
 

Netherlands Non-seed crops are allowed. They must be planted with officially certified seed. 

Northern Ireland 
(UK) 

Ware crops are permitted on a seed farm. Only ware crops planted with Basic seed or 
home saved seed from a crop planted with Basic seed are permitted. 

Poland Yes. No conditions are specified. 

Romania Yes, by quarantine inspection. 

Scotland (UK) Non-seed crops can be grown on basic seed farms provided that the input seed potatoes 
are Scottish class Elite or better. The input seed must also have an EC grade EC1 or 
EC2. Planting EC3 class seed is not permitted on a seed farm. All potatoes planted on a 
Pre-basic farm must be of class SE1 or better. 
 

Slovakia Yes, under one condition: presence of diseases – within 10%. 

United States Non-seed potato crops are not allowed on a seed farm.  One exception to this 
regulation occurs when growers are moving into the certification program and 
have all lots inspected, even though not all lots are entered for certification.  
These growers are not eligible to sell certified seed stocks until all of the 
acreage on the farming operation qualifies and is entered for certification. 

 

11. Are non-seed potato crops on a seed farm inspected? 
 

A. Yes 
B. No 

 
If yes, please explain how. 

 

Country Replies/Comments 

Austria (B) No 

Belgium (B) No 

Canada Non-seed crops are not allowed to be grown on a seed farm. 

Czech Republic (A) Yes, but only if they are adjacent to the seed crops. In reserved growing areas all 
non-seed potato crops are checked at random for occurrence of diseases and pests.  
 

Denmark (A) Yes, but only for zero tolerance diseases. 

England & 
Wales (UK) 

Not necessarily unless they are also entered in an official scheme. 

Finland (B) A general inspection to check if there is any risk for seed potato production. 
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Germany (A) Yes, when the non-seed potato crops grow nearby on the same field. 
 

Ireland (B) No 

Israel (B) No 

Italy (B) No 

Luxembourg (A) Yes, only if it is the same variety 

Netherlands (B) No, only to identify the risk of infection in case of neighbouring seed crops. 

Northern Ireland 
(UK) 

All ware crops grown in close proximity to a certified crop are inspected to ensure they 
do not act as a reservoir of virus inspection for the neighbouring seed crop. 
 

Poland Yes, but only phytosanitary conditions are checked. 

Romania Yes, by quarantine inspectors and at random. 

Scotland (UK) A sample of all non-seed crops in Scotland are inspected for virus. Not all non-seed 
crops on seed farms will be part of this sample but the sample is targeted at non-seed 
crops near to seed crops. 

Slovakia In closed areas we inspect all crops and in other areas crops within isolated distance 
only. 

United States (B) Non-seed potato crops are not allowed on a certified farming operation except in 
the situation mentioned in question 10. 
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a) 

D 

L 

b) 

D 

L 

a) 

2 x 50 
plants 

b) 

2 x 50 plants 

or 

Poland: Scheme of field passing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

rys. a) scheme of passing when the lengths/width is 
bigger then 1.2  

rys. b) scheme of passing when lengths/width is smaller 
then 1.2 

 
 
 
 

Poland: The way of assessment of the check field during field inspection 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


