
GE.6/BUR/2013/1 

Revised on 19 September 2013 
 
ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE 
 
COMMITTEE ON TRADE 
 
Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards 
 
Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes 
 
Meeting of the Extended Bureau 
Fargo, United States, 28 September - 2 October 2013 
 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND ANNOTATIONS 
 

This agenda draws on the recommendations and decisions taken by the Specialized Section at its 
March 2013 session (see the report ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.6/2013/2). 
 

Saturday, 28 September 
 

Arrival of delegates 
Sunday, 29 September 

 
Technical visit to a potato farm in the middle of harvest 

 
Monday, 30 September 

 
Welcome at the North Dakota State Seed Department 
Visit to the seed stock production facility and diagnostic laboratory 
 
1. UNECE Guide on Seed Potato Diseases, Pests and Disorders 
 

The delegations of France, the Netherlands, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom 
(rapporteur), the United States and the secretariat will submit an amended version of the 
Guide for consideration by the Extended Bureau. Depending on the progress of the work on 
the Guide, the Extended Bureau will decide whether to submit it to the November 2013 
Working Party session for adoption or to continue working on it at the 2014 session of the 
Specialized Section. 

 
Documentation:  Amended Guide on Seed Potato Diseases, Pests and Disorders, proposal 

by UK (GE.6/BUR/2013/2) 
 
2. External defects including sprouted tubers 
 

The secretariat will report on the results of the survey on national practices in regulating 
sprouted tubers. The Extended Bureau will review the list of external defects in annex III on 
the basis of a discussion paper to be prepared by the Working Group composed of the 
delegations of Belgium, France, the Netherlands (rapporteur), the United Kingdom and the 
United States. The Working Group will propose photographs of shrivelled and misshapen 
tubers, severe cracks, pressure bruises and glassiness for inclusion in the List of diseases, pests 
and disorders, and, if possible, will recommend photographs showing the limits allowed for 
the above defects for inclusion in annex VIII. 
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Documentation:  Survey results, note by the secretariat (GE.6/BUR/2013/3) 
External defects, note by the Netherlands (GE.6/BUR/2013/4) 

Tuesday, 1 October 
  
Visit to the new greenhouse facility of the North Dakota State University 
 
3. Tuber moth and flea beetle 
 

The delegation of Belgium will submit specific proposals on how to regulate tuber moth and 
flea beetle in the Standard, bearing in mind the results of the discussion at the March 2013 
session of the Specialized Section (paras. 33 and 34 of the session report) 

 
Documentation:  Tuber moth, proposal by Belgium (GE.6/BUR/2013/5) 
 

 
4. Tolerances for mild and severe virus symptoms 
 

The delegation of the United States will prepare a discussion on how mild and severe virus 
symptoms could be better reflected in the Standard, bearing in mind the developments 
reported at the March 2013 session of the Specialized Section (paras. 28 and 29 of the session 
report). 
 
Documentation:  Mild and severe virus symptoms, proposals by United States 

(GE.6/BUR/2013/9) 
 
5. Cooperation between UNECE and IPPC 
 

It is expected that this item will be considered on the basis of proposals prepared by the 
delegation of New Zealand in consultation with the IPPC secretariat and other interested 
parties. 

 
Documentation:  IPPC-related text in the Standard, proposals by New Zealand 

(GE.6/BUR/2013/6) 
 
6. Update on PVY, Dickeya, Zebra chip and herbicide damage 
 

The Extended Bureau will be updated on the above topics. 
 
7. Revision of the Specialized Section’s position on PVY, blackleg, silver scurf, 

vigour and cut seed tubers 
 

The Extended Bureau will revisit the above topics and may wish to recommend changes to the 
Specialized Section’s position on them. Reviewing the Section’s position on cut seed tubers 
the Extended Bureau will take into account ESA concerns with regard to respecting plant 
breeders rights. 

 
Documentation:  Specialized Section’s position texts 

(www.unece.org/trade/agr/standard/potatoes/pot_e.html) 
 ESA letter on cutting tubers (GE.6/BUR/2013/10) 

 
8. Definition of tolerances by weight or by number 
 

The delegation of Sweden will introduce this topic for discussion. 
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Documentation:  Tolerances by weight or by number, note by Sweden 

(GE.6/BUR/2013/7) 
 

Wednesday morning, 2 October 
 
9. Promotional leaflet 

 
The Extended Bureau will review the text of the leaflet to promote the Standard. 
 
Documentation:  Promotional leaflet (GE.6/BUR/2013/8) 
 

10. Impact of the revision of the Council Directive 2002/56/EC on the UNECE 
Standard 

 
The Extended Bureau will be informed about the latest developments in revising the annexes 
to Council Directive 2002/56/EC on the marketing of seed potatoes. 
 

11. Conclusions and other business 
 

The Extended Bureau will revisit the issue of developing Guidelines on training field and 
inspectors’ training protocol drawing on the paper on crop-inspection training field submitted 
by the delegation of the United Kingdom at the March 2013 session of the Specialized 
Section. The delegation of Finland will make a presentation on their field inspection system. It 
would be very helpful if the Extended Bureau could discuss and agree on the contents of the 
Guidelines. To structure the discussion, the delegation of the United Kingdom will suggest a 
list of topics to be covered by the Guidelines. 
 
Delegations will draw conclusions of the meeting. They may also wish to discuss any other 
issues of interest for the work of the Specialized Section. 
 
Documentation:  Crop-inspection training field (updated INF.12 of the March 2013 

session) 
   Field inspection system in Finland (PowerPoint presentation) 
 


