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Cutting tubers for internal defects during inspection

Text being proposed for inclusion in the new section C of Annex III to reflect all aspects of tuber inspection. (Assignment from Prague meeting)

Proposed text:

Tuber Inspection Procedures:
A randomly collected sample representing at least 0.5% of the seed potato tubers from the lot to be inspected should be gathered and set aside for tuber size, grade and quality inspection. The tubers need to be sufficiently clean to allow for a visual inspection, no caked dirt. During the inspection process some tubers of the sample should be cut to establish the presence or absence of internal defects.

In order to assess tuber samples for meeting the tolerance for internal defects and diseases tubers should be cut along the longitudinal axis, drawn through the widest part of the tuber (i.e. from the stem end to the bud end), and examined. In some cases the deeper a defect or disease penetrates into the flesh it may be considered to be of a more serious nature and should be rated accordingly. 

During the inspection process a tuber should only be scored once for a defect or damage. Calculate total counts and percentages for each disease, defect, or condition and compare with the tuber standard tolerance to determine if the lot meets the tuber standard. If the sample exceeds the tolerance for any of the categories, an inspector may proceed to either increase the sample size and/or re-grade the lot as required to make sure it complies with the specified standard. 

