GE.6/BUR/2010/6

GE.6/BUR/2010/6

Page 2
GE.6/BUR/2010/6

Page 5

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

COMMITTEE ON TRADE

Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards

Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes

Meeting of the Extended Bureau

Bandung, Indonesia, 19-20 October 2010

INFORMATION ON THE RESULTS OF THE MEETING OF THE BUREAU
This document summarizes the discussions at the Extended Bureau meeting held in Bandung, Indonesia on 19 and 20 October 2010.

1.
The meeting of the Extended Bureau was held back-to-back with the Regional Workshop on Seed Potatoes for Asian Countries. Representatives of the following countries attended the meeting: Australia, Bangladesh, Belgium, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines, Russian Federation, Sri Lanka, South Korea, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Thailand, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America and Vietnam.
2.
Below is a summary of the discussions and decisions taken at the meeting. The revised texts of the documents discussed and agreed upon by the delegations, as well as presentations made at the meeting, can be found on the UNECE website at:
http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/meetings/ge.06/2010-Indonesia.html
A.
Review of the changes made to the Standard and to the List of Diseases and Pests at the March 2010 session of the Specialized Section

Documentation: The revised Standard (GE.6/BUR/2010/2)
http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/standard/potatoes/ListOfDiseasesAndPests.htm
3.
The delegates reviewed and confirmed the changes to the Standard and the List of Disease and Pests made by the Specialized Section at its March 2010 session. Both documents will be submitted to the Working Party for adoption.

B.
Varietal identity and purity
Documentation: Draft questionnaire (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.6/2010/7 Revised)

4.
The Extended Bureau revised the varietal purity part of the questionnaire. The delegates agreed to replace the term “parental material” with “clonal stocks” and to add a question on who conducts the supporting tests. The revised questionnaire will be submitted to the March 2011 session of the Specialized Section for approval. Once approved, the questionnaire will be sent to countries to collect information on national practices in verifying the varietal identity and purity.
C.
Statistical comparability of the post-harvest evaluation results
Documentation: 
Note on statistical comparability (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.6/2010/INF.3 Revised)

5.
The delegates added the following text on bulking to the introductory section of annex IX (Sampling tubers for virus testing):

“The choice of analytical technique may also have a bearing on the precision of the result, in particular the use of bulking of individual samples into one laboratory analysis will increase the confidence interval of the test.”

6.
The annex was also amended by including a new section on bulking samples for analysis. The amended text will be submitted to the March 2011 session of the Specialized Section for further consideration.
D.
Internal defects caused by low temperatures 

Documentation: Proposal by Canada (GE.6/2010/4)

7.
The Extended Bureau discussed the definition and pictures of low-temperature injuries proposed by the delegation of Canada. The delegates agreed that the temperature-shock-type injuries may be caused for example by different temperature ranges, time of exposure and multiple changes in temperature. Some delegates thought that the tolerances for low-temperature injuries already existing in the Standard should not be changed, while others suggested that same tolerances be introduced for basic and certified seed, leaving zero tolerance for pre-basic seed unchanged.

8.
The delegations of Canada, United Kingdom and the United States were asked to work out a new definition of temperature-shock injuries to be considered by the Specialized Section in March. Some delegations expressed interest in discussing also possible damages caused by high temperatures.
E.
Practices in cutting tubers for internal defects during inspection

9.
The purpose of discussing this item was to find out if countries cut tubers (for inspection not for planting) routinely or only when there is a suspicion of a disease/defect presence, or if they do not cut them at all. In some countries samples of tubers are cut on a regular basis, although it may not be obligatory as part of certification. In other countries cutting is not allowed. 

10.
The Extended Bureau agreed to recommend to the Specialized Section that there was no need to include in the Standard provisions on cutting tubers. This decision should be left to the Designated Authority.

F.
Crop rotation practices  

11.
Crop rotation practices depend on disease pressure. Many countries do not have specific crop rotation regulations. The Extended Bureau decided to recommend to the Specialized Section to discontinue discussion of this topic as it was of the opinion that the Standard should not contain any provisions recommending best crop rotation practices.
G.
Reproductive cycles
Documentation: Proposal by Germany (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.6/2010/INF.7)

12.
Comparison of categories and classes of seed potatoes across countries without knowing the number of field generations may be misleading. National approaches to limiting the number of generations in the seed potato classification system vary considerably across countries. Most countries limit the number of field generations because of disease pressure. However, if the quality of several subsequent generations can be maintained at the same level they could probably stay in the same quality class. Under certain conditions moving seed from one environment to another may even improve its quality.

13.
The delegation of Germany has volunteered to include the question on the number of reproductive cycles of seed into the questionnaire on the comparison of categories and classes in UNECE, EU and national standards for seed potatoes and to circulate it to collect information on national practices in this area. The Specialized Section will consider the results at its March 2011 meeting.

H.
Validity period for conformity (grade inspection) certificates
Documentation: 2010 post-session document “Validity certificate” on: http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/meetings/ge.06/2010-in-session.htm
14.
The Extended Bureau asked the secretariat to send out the above summary document to countries to collect more information on the validity period of certificates in different countries.
I.
Demonstration trials
Documentation: Report on the trial (GE.6/BUR/2010/3)
Demonstration trials protocol (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.6/2010/8)

15.
The delegation of Switzerland presented the report of the preliminary trial held in Russia in 2010. It was suggested that for the next trial the number of tubers for planting in the field and for laboratory tests be the same. The Extended Bureau will review the demonstration trials protocol at its March 2011 session.

16.
The delegation of Russia has confirmed its offer to host a full-scale demonstration trial in 2011 on the basis of the current protocol. The Specialized Section thanked the delegations of Russia and Switzerland for practically supporting the work on demonstration trials and invited the countries to take part in 2011 trial.

J.
Silver scurf

Documentation: Discussion paper by United States (GE.6/2010/5)

17.
The cause of silver scurf is the fungus, Helminthosporium solani, which is spread by infected seed pieces and potato debris in soil. This disease disfigures the potato surface and separates the epidermis from the tuber causing excess moisture loss and shrivelling of tubers during and at the end of the storage period.

18.
Silver scurf is not covered in all national standards. It is difficult to establish a tolerance that is economically feasible for the seed potato producer since silver scurf may be a soil-borne disease and chemical treatments are limited. 

19.
It was pointed out that the effect of the silver scurf on tubers was regulated in the UNECE Standard through the tolerance for shrivelled tubers, i.e. tubers which have become excessively dehydrated and wrinkled. The Specialized Section will continue the discussion at its next session.

K.
Update of information on the national certification schemes

20.
The Extended Bureau suggested that, at the next meeting of the Specialized Section, the delegations decide on the need to update the information on the national certification schemes.

L.
Promotion of the Standard and programme of meetings
21.
The Extended Bureau took note of the following events planned for the forthcoming years:

2011:

-
Annual session of the Specialized Section (Geneva, 14-16 March)

-
Demonstration trials (Russia, July)

-
Extended Bureau meeting (Czech Republic, October)

2012:

-
Annual session of the Specialized Section (Geneva, March)

-
World Potato Congress (Edinburg, May). To consider a possibility of holding an Extended Bureau meeting back-to-back with the congress

-
Regional workshop in Belarus (for the secretariat to check)

2013:

-
Annual session of the Specialized Section (Geneva, March)

-
Extended Bureau meeting (Canada, autumn)

2014:

-
Annual session of the Specialized Section (Geneva, March)

-
Extended Bureau meeting (Toulouse, France).
