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ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

COMMITTEE ON TRADE

Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards

Specialized Section on Standardization of Seed Potatoes

Meeting of the Extended Bureau

Cairo, 17 - 18 March 2009
INFORMATION ON THE RESULTS OF THE MEETING OF THE BUREAU
Note by the Vice-Chairman of the Specialized Section

	This document summarizes the discussions at the Extended Bureau meeting held in Cairo on 17 and 18 March 2009.


1.
The Extended Bureau held its meeting on 17 and 18 March 2009 in Cairo, back-to-back with the International Workshop on Seed Potatoes for Countries of Africa and the Middle East. Representatives of the following countries attended the meeting: Algeria, Belgium, Canada, Czech Republic, Egypt, France, Germany, Jordan, Kenya, Lebanon, Morocco, Netherlands, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Switzerland, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of America.

2.
The delegations visited a local seed potato production farm and a packing house in Nubarya.
3.
The Extended Bureau expressed its gratitude to the Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation of Egypt and to the Fédération Nationale des Producteurs de Plants de Pommes de Terre de France for hosting the meeting.
4.
Below is a summary of the discussions and decisions taken at the meeting. The revised texts of the documents discussed and agreed upon by the delegations can be found on the UNECE website at: www.unece.org/trade/agr/meetings/ge.06/2009-in-session.htm.

A.
List of diseases and pests
Documentation: www.unece.org/trade/agr/standard/potatoes/PestPicturesE.htm
5.
The participants considered two pictures of soft rot that were submitted by the delegation of the United Kingdom. Soft rot and black leg may have similar symptoms and may be caused by Pectobacterium atrosepticum and by Dickeya. The participants were not sure about what the causal organism would be for the disease symptoms appearing on the presented photographs. The delegates were asked to send the secretariat pictures of the damage caused by Pectobacterium atrosepticum or by Dickeya, since they are very similar. The Specialized Section will revisit the list at its meeting in October 2009.
B.
Tuber moth

Documentation: Tuber moth (GE.6/BUR/2009/2)
6.
The paper submitted by the delegations of Belgium, Germany and the Netherlands presented the damage caused by tuber moth within a broader group of internal quality defects that may be caused by viruses, insects and physiological disorders. Tuber moth is spread in countries with warm climates and is a serious problem in Africa and the Middle East. Generally there is zero tolerance for living tuber moth larvae. Tolerances for symptoms depend on quality classes of the seed. The delegation of France provided the secretariat with photographs of the damage caused by tuber moth.
7.
The delegations of Belgium (rapporteur), Canada, the Netherlands, South Africa, Tunisia and the United States volunteered to draw up proposals on how to reflect in the Standard internal quality defects, including symptoms of damage caused by tuber moth. The proposals should suggest tolerances concentrating on defects that may negatively affect the germination capacity of tubers and that could be detected by inspectors. The Extended Bureau will consider these proposals at its meeting in October 2009.

C.
Non-compliance at destination
Documentation: Non-compliance at destination (GE.6/BUR/2009/3)
8.
The Extended Bureau considered the note prepared by the delegation of the United Kingdom. The revised text of the note will be part of the agenda of the Extended Bureau meeting in October and will be submitted to the March 2010 session of the Specialized Section for inclusion in the Standard as a new annex.
D.
Crop inspection practices
Documentation: Crop inspection practices (GE.6/BUR/2009/4)
9.
The note prepared by the delegations of the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and the United States consisted of proposals on draft provisions for crop inspection for inclusion in the Standard. These provisions, given in bold in the revised version of the note, are intended for further discussion at the meeting in October 2009. The delegation of the United Kingdom has volunteered to present reviewed proposals taking into account the comments made by countries at the Extended Bureau meeting in Cairo.
E.
Post-harvest tests
Documentation: Post-harvest tests (GE.6/BUR/2009/5)
10.
The Extended Bureau decided to submit the revised text of the note prepared by the delegations of Germany, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and the United States to the 2010 meeting of the Specialized Section for inclusion in the Standard. The delegation of the United States has volunteered to finalize the text, which will be considered by the Extended Bureau in October for submission to the Specialized Section.
F.
Varietal identity
Documentation: Varietal purity (GE.6/BUR/2009/6)
11.
The Extended Bureau decided to postpone the consideration of the questionnaire on varietal identity/purity. The delegations of Germany (rapporteur), France, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom will review the questionnaire and will present it to the meeting of the Extended Bureau in October 2009.
G.
Electronic certification
12.
The delegation of Canada informed the meeting that the NAPPO Electronic Phytosanitary Certification Workshop had been postponed to 19-21 May 2009, to be held in Ottawa. Information about the workshop can be found on: www.nappo.org or by contacting Alba Campos at the NAPPO Secretariat (Tel: 613-221-5145, Fax: 613-228-2540,

E-mail: alba.campos@nappo.org).
H.
Promotion of the Standard
13.
Demand-driven regional workshops are effective in promoting the Standard. The participants mentioned Latin America, Central Asia and South-East Asia as possible regions for further promoting the Standard. The delegations were asked to provide the secretariat with national contacts that could be helpful in organizing workshops.
I.
Restructuring of the Working Party
Documentation: Restructuring of the Working Party (INF.1)
14.
The delegations agreed that the decisions of the Specialized Section at its annual sessions should be final and need not be submitted to the Working Party, whose annual sessions are attended by experts in standardization of fresh fruit and vegetables who may have limited knowledge of seed potatoes certification.
J.
Future work
15.
The delegations agreed to include the following items in the work programme:
(a)
List of diseases and pests (countries and the secretariat)
(b)
Internal quality defects, including tuber moth (Belgium)
(c)
Non-compliance at destination (United Kingdom)
(d)
Crop inspection practices (United Kingdom)
(e)
Post-harvest tests (United States)
(f)
Varietal identity/purity (Germany)
(g)
Electronic certification (for Canada to report on the outcome of the NAPPO Electronic Phytosanitary Certification Workshop)
(h)
Changes in the EU legislation related to seed potatoes (European Commission)
(i)
Promotion of the Standard
(j)
Comparative trials (France)
16.
The delegation of France suggested starting work on comparative trials. The purpose of this new activity would be to compare the performance of seed of the same category and the methods used in different countries. Should the Specialized Section decide to start this new activity, the focus should be on disease identification. The delegations of France (rapporteur), the Netherlands, Tunisia and the United Kingdom volunteered to prepare a paper on objectives and approaches to practical implementation of comparative trials. Several participants pointed out that it might be difficult to bring samples of seed potatoes into one country to plant them there.
K.
Other business

17.
The delegations of Belgium and Luxembourg confirmed their offer to jointly host the next meeting of the Extended Bureau from 19 to 21 October 2009. The programme of the meeting is in the annex. The delegation of Canada confirmed its offer to host the Extended Bureau meeting in Quebec or Prince Edward Island in 2010. The delegation of the Czech Republic offered to host the Extended Bureau meeting in October 2011.
18.
The Extended Bureau asked the delegations of Algeria, Belgium, Canada and the Netherlands (rapporteur) to draw up a questionnaire to evaluate the International Workshop on Seed Potatoes for Countries of Africa and the Middle East.
Annex
Programme for the Extended Bureau meeting, 19-21 October 2009, Belgium-Luxembourg

Sunday, 18 October 2009

Arrival of the participants at the airport of Zaventem or Luxemburg.

Night

Hotel Beau Séjour in Luxemburg

Monday, 19 October 2009

8:00 – 11:00  
Meeting at ASTA

11:15  

Departure to Clervaux

12:00 

Lunch at restaurant Leweck (offered by Synplants)

14:30  

Visit of the Syndicat des Producteurs de plants de pomme de terre.

15:30 

 Visit of the famous exposition « Family of man de Edward Steichen » in 


Clervaux.

17:00 

Return to Luxemburg

20:00

Dinner (offered by the Ministry of Agriculture),



after the dinner, visit of the old city

Night

Hotel Beau Sejour in Luxemburg

Tuesday, 20 October 2009

8:30

Departure for Libramont – station de Haute Belgique

9:30-11:30
Meeting at Libramont 

11:30-12:30
Visit of the laboratory

12:30

Lunch (offered by CRA-W)
14:30

Departure for Grimbergen (Brussels)

16:30-17:30
Visit of BBS

19:00

Dinner (offered by BBS)
Night

Hotel Campanile Vilvoorde (Brussels)

Wednesday, 21 October 2009

9:00-11:30
Meeting at ALV (Ellips) 

11:30-12:00
Discussion with Romain Cools, Secretary General of Belgapom

12:00-13:00
Lunch (offered by ALV)
14:00

Transfer to the railway station or to Luxembourg.





















