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  Report of the Specialized Section on Standardization of Dry 
and Dried Produce on its sixty-first session 

 I. Introduction 

1. The Chair of the Specialized Section, Mr. Dorian LaFond (United States of 
America) chaired the meeting. The Officer-in-charge of the Economic Development, Trade 
and Land Management Division, Mr. Geoffrey Hamilton welcomed delegates and 
commended them for their work. He also stressed the importance of involving the private 
sector in the development of trade-relevant standards. The Officer-in-charge of the Trade 
Policy and Governmental Cooperation Section, Ms. Lorenza Jachia opened the meeting 
noting the importance of the work done by the Specialized Section. She explained that the 
activities of the Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards and its Specialized 
Sections had been highly appreciated by countries during the recent review of the 2005 
reform of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE). 

2.  She further emphasized the importance of the Specialized Section which had 
established itself as one of the most important groups developing internationally agreed 
agricultural quality standards for dry and dried produce used by regulators and traders all 
over the world. With close to 30 dry and dried produce standards available for the 
international community, the secretariat continues to be approached regularly by companies 
and regulators for information and up-to-date standards. She also noted that the range of 
produce covered had changed over the years and now included more tropical zone products.  

3.  In the years to come, the secretariat would launch a discussion on how to serve the 
needs of the countries in an environment where the secretariat will have fewer resources, 
especially for printed publications. This topic would be opened at the next session of the 
Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards (WP.7) and continued at the WP.7 
meeting in 2015. Making photos and explanatory material available online in a repository 
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for the production of posters or mobile applications, for example, could be one approach 
that would help countries apply the standards in practice.  

4.  She also briefly outlined the planned capacity-building activities over the next year 
including the ECE’s cooperation with the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and its 
Regional Office in Budapest on capacity building; as well as a project funded by the United 
Nations Development Account (9th tranche) on "Strengthening the capacity of transition 
and developing economies to participate in cross-border agricultural food supply chains".  
Target regions included the Western Balkan countries and Central Asia with a focus on the 
development of training material as well as training sessions and workshops.   

5.  She also thanked delegates who retired last year or will retire this year, particularly 
Mr. Joaquim Belmunt (Vice Chair, Spain), Mr. Sam Keiper (USA) and Mr. Lothar Boers 
(Germany ), as well as Ms. Catherine Ballandras (France) - who will change jobs - for their 
much-appreciated and valuable contributions to the work of the Specialized Section over 
many years.  

 II. Attendance 

6. Representatives of the following countries attended the meeting: France, Germany, 
Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Spain, Tajikistan, Turkey, United Republic of Tanzania, and 
United States of America.  

7. The following specialized programme participated in the session: Joint FAO/World 
Health Organization (WHO) Food Standards Programme. 

8. A representative of the following non-governmental organization participated in the 
meeting: International Nut and Dried Fruit Council Foundation (INC).  

 III. Adoption of the agenda 

Documentation: Provisional agenda and annotations (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.2/2014/1) 

9. Delegations adopted the agenda with changes and amendments. 

 IV. Matters of interest since the last session 

 (a) UNECE and subsidiary bodies 

10.  The secretariat reported on recent developments at UNECE. The Review of the 2005 
Reform of the UNECE was completed in early 2013 and, as one result, in September 2013 
the former Trade and Sustainable Land Management Division and the Economic 
Cooperation and Integration Division had been merged into a new Economic Cooperation, 
Trade, and Land Management Division. The Executive Committee of the UNECE was also 
looking into synergies between the Trade Committee and the Committee on Economic 
Cooperation and Integration in order to decide by the end of 2014 whether to merge the two 
Committees. These changes were not expected to impact on WP.7 or its Specialized 
Sections, as their work had been unanimously supported in the Review outcome document. 

11. The secretariat also updated delegations on progress made with regard to the 
revision of the Geneva Protocol which will be discussed at the November 2014 session of 
the Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards.   
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 (b) Other organizations 

12. The representative of the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme provided an 
update on the preparatory work for the 27th session of the Codex Committee on Processed 
Fruits and Vegetables (8-12 September 2014, Philadelphia, United States of America). The 
Codex Secretariat will liaise with the UNECE secretariat to prepare examples of revised 
Codex standards for dry and dried produce using a combined Codex/UNECE layout in 
order to facilitate harmonization of standards in the framework of the discussion on how to 
approach standardization of dry and dried produce in Codex/CCPFV (Codex Committee on 
Processed Fruit and Vegetables). Working documents will be posted on the Codex website 
as soon as they become available (http://www.codexalimentarius.org/meetings-reports/en/).  

 V. Review of UNECE Recommendations   

13. As part of its review of these UNECE Recommendations, the Specialized Section 
requested that the secretariat notify all delegations having reservations in the standards 
currently under revision (Dried Apricots, Dried Figs, Dried Grapes) of the updates and to 
inquire as to whether there is a need to keep their current reservations in the revised 
versions of the Standards.  

 (a) Dried Apricots  

14. The Specialized Section reviewed the revised Recommendation which reflected 
proposals from several delegations and the outcome of discussions which had taken place at 
working group meetings in November 2013 and during the current session. Under 
“Definition of produce”, the Specialized Section agreed to remove the reference to “pieces” 
and left in “slabs” (a product traded in the United States of America and other countries 
including Tajikistan) with a detailed product-specific definition.     

15.  The Specialized Section also decided to include high-moisture soft fruit with 
moisture content above 25 per cent. It was agreed to include a second sizing method as 
“Table B. by diameter” (i.e. diameter size ranges, a method also used in international trade). 
In addition, it was agreed to include an option, “C. Other size ranges are allowed provided 
that the range used is labeled accordingly,” in order to accommodate possible special sizing 
requirements by other producing countries. 

16.  The Specialized Section discussed the size tolerances and removed the square 
brackets around the sizing by diameter tolerances. The provision (from the old standard) to 
allow a tolerance of 25 per cent of the size of the next smaller or larger size and 20 per cent 
above this difference was reviewed. Several delegations considered that with today’s sizing 
methods, this tolerance provision was no longer an effective way to achieve uniformity.  
The delegation of Turkey will validate this and provide more information on this issue.    

17. It was also agreed to include under, “Nature of produce,” in the indent, “dried 
apricots,” the addition, “soft fruit or equivalent denomination”. The indent referring to the 
size range in the section “Commercial specifications” was simplified.   

18.  The Specialized Section recommended that the Working Party extend the trial period 
of the revised Recommendation for Dried Apricots for another year until 2015 and place it 
on the agenda of the 2015 session of the Specialized Section.    
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 (b) Dried Figs   

19. The Specialized Section reviewed the Recommendation for Dried Figs and 
simplified the text under “Definition of produce” to show that the Standard referred to 
whole dried figs only. The wording in the Section on moisture content (high moisture figs) 
was aligned with that of the revised Dried Apricot standard. The meeting approved the new 
size table (number of fruits per kilogramme). The meeting also reviewed the table on sizing 
by diameter submitted by the delegation of the United States of America and opted for a 
sentence specifying the minimum sizes for sizing by diameter (18 mm for black fig 
varieties and 22 mm for white fig varieties).   

20. The Specialized Section adopted the proposal by Germany not to include the 
presence of pollinating bees in the tolerance for “damaged by pests”. However, the footnote 
referring to pollinating bees was kept in the Standard. Germany also proposed to lower the 
tolerances to 3, 8 and 12 per cent and presented inspection results (the presentation will be 
sent to delegates) based on the use of different tolerance levels during recent years, in the 
three classes.  The results showed that with the Standard’s current level, results were not 
very balanced in terms of distribution of marketable classes with a majority of the product 
being Extra Class, very few in Class I and some in Class II. The new proposal would ensure 
a more balanced distribution in all classes. The delegation of the United States on the other 
hand, proposed tolerances of 10 per cent for Classes I and II.  

21. The size tolerances: It was decided to set the size tolerances at 20 per cent for all 
classes. In the section on “Uniformity”, the delegation of the United States would consider 
adding a colour scheme to distinguish black and white figs. In the section ”Nature of 
Produce”, the first indent was combined with the second referring to soft produce and 
aligned with the proposed new Dried Apricot Standard. When sized by diameter, the size or 
size range should be indicated. 

22. The Specialized Section recommended that the Working Party at its November 2014 
session adopt the current draft as a revised standard pending the outcome of consultations 
on tolerances for pest damage among the members of the electronic working group 
(Germany, INC, Turkey and the United States of America) which should be completed by 
30 September 2014.  If this deadline cannot be met, the Working Party will be asked to 
extend the revised Recommendation’s trial period for another year until 2015. 

 (c) Dried Pineapples  

23. The Specialized Section reviewed the Recommendation for Dried Pineapples. In the 
section on Definition of Produce, it was decided to remove the style “crushed”. In the 
section on Quality Tolerances, South Africa informed the meeting that they could not 
accept the current values for foreign matter of mineral origin (by weight). The Specialized 
Section adopted the value of 0.025 per cent for foreign matter of mineral origin (by weight).    

24. It was also agreed to specify that the second tolerance for foreign matter was for 
foreign matter of organic origin and the tolerances were set at 1, 2 and 3 pieces (per kg) for 
Extra and Classes I and II respectively. The Specialized Section took note of the United 
States’ proposal to include, “Harmless Extraneous Matter (HEM),” and decided to retain it 
for inclusion in the Standard Layout’s Annex III (Recommended terms and definitions of 
defects for standards of dry (inshell nuts and nut kernels) and dried produce).  

25. The proposed new tolerance for dried pineapples belonging to varieties other than 
indicated was deleted and the reference to the name of the variety was therefore removed 
from “Nature of Produce”. In this section, the first indent was combined with the second 
referring to soft produce and aligned with the proposed new Dried Apricot Standard.  In the 
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section on Commercial Specifications, the meeting decided to delete the wording “when 
appropriate” which had been placed in brackets. 

26. The Specialized Section recommended to the Working Party that the revised 
Recommendation be adopted as a new UNECE Standard for Dried Pineapples (DDP-28) at 
its next session in November 2014.  

 VI. Review of existing UNECE Standards and alignment with the 
2011 Standard Layout  

 (a) Dried Grapes 

27. The Specialized Section reviewed the revised draft Standard for Dried Grapes and 
introduced several changes. Under “Minimum requirements” the meeting discussed 
whether or not to include dried grapes presented with capstems. Dried grapes with capstems 
are currently being traded in regional trade in Central Asia and sometimes also in 
international trade. Member countries were asked to monitor the trade of dried grapes with 
capstems and report back at the next session.  

28. Under “Moisture content”, the Specialized Section discussed the following 
percentages:  18 per cent for seedless and 18 or 19 per cent for seed-bearing varieties as 
well as 18 or 20 per cent for currants. For Malaga Muscatel varieties treated with 
preservatives, the Specialized Section discussed a proposed 31 per cent moisture content. 
All values placed in square brackets. 

29. The meeting reviewed the three proposed tables of tolerances. All changes are 
reflected in the post-session document. The secretariat was asked to align the content of the 
three tables and introduce relevant provisions from the Standard Layout. During the trial 
phase, the Specialized Section will also reflect on better ways to present the measurements 
of the values in the table’s heading in order to improve its practical use. 

30. Seedless varieties: Discussions took place on the tolerance for “capstems attached to 
berries” which was a more frequent occurrence in the high-sugar content varieties of 
Central Asia and some other regions of the world. The delegation from Tajikistan, 
therefore, asked for higher tolerance levels. It was decided to retain the proposal of 3, 4 and 
5 per cent (pieces by count) and collect more data during the trial phase. The Specialized 
Section accepted the inspection method by weight for the tolerance  for “Underdeveloped 
berries” and agreed to raise the value for Class II to 5 per cent. 

31. Discussions also took place on the tolerances for “mouldy” and “damaged”. The 
proposed values (by the United States and Tajikistan) were placed in square brackets.  It 
was proposed that “damaged” (total tolerance) would cover the three subcategories 
“damage caused by pests”, “mechanical damage” and “sunburn”, with a possible restricted 
tolerance for “damage caused by pests”. During the trial phase this proposal would be 
validated. Under the tolerance for “sugared” (referring to the minimum requirement “free 
from evident sugar crystals”), the United States delegation proposed higher values for Extra 
Class and Class I (5 and 10 per cent respectively).  These values were placed in square 
brackets. 

32. Seed-bearing types: the meeting also reviewed the second table referring to seed-
bearing grapes and adopted 3, 6 and 8 per cent respectively as the tolerances for the 
presence of capstems. For underdeveloped berries, the meeting adopted the values included 
in the document. The meeting also reviewed the tolerance levels for “mouldy” and 
“sugared” and placed proposed values in square brackets.  These changes and additional 
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new proposals (especially for “damaged” and “sugared”) which should be validated during 
the trial phase (square brackets) are included in the post-session document. 

33. Currants: The meeting also reviewed the table of tolerances for currants. The 
changes and further new proposals (especially for “damaged and sugared”) should be 
monitored during the trial phase and are reflected in the post-session document (in square 
brackets). 

34. Under “Nature of produce”, the German delegation presented a new proposal to 
reflect current marketing practices. It was decided that the proposal, which was inserted 
with some changes into the draft text, would be reviewed during the trial phase. The Annex 
was deleted from the draft and will be taken into consideration during the revision of the 
Standard Layout’s Annex III (Recommended terms and definitions of defects for standards 
of dry (inshell nuts and nut kernels) and dried produce).  

35. The Specialized Section recommended to the Working Party to adopt at its 
November 2014 session the revised draft Standard as a UNECE Recommendation for Dried 
Grapes for a one-year trial period. 

 (b) Dates  

36. The Chairman of the Specialized Section welcomed the delegation from Saudi 
Arabia which was participating for the first time. He noted that Saudi Arabia and other 
countries of the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf (GCC) had notified the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) of their use of several UNECE Standards. He also 
stressed these countries’ importance both as producers and consumers of dried produce and 
nuts.  

37. The Specialized Section reviewed the revised draft Standard for Dates. The delegate 
from Germany proposed to change the tolerances for “pest damage”, as importers had 
asked for this revision. She explained that the adjustment in the tolerance was proposed 
because many producing countries could not use pesticides, and climatic conditions had 
changed in recent years. The proposal referred to an increase of the tolerances for Classes I 
and II. Saudi Arabia welcomed the German proposal as this would help farmers reduce 
their use of chemicals. The delegation of the United States, however, proposed tolerance 
levels of 5 per cent for both Classes I and II.  

38. As no agreement could be reached, it was decided to establish an electronic working 
group (Germany, Saudi Arabia, United States, as well as other producing countries and the 
INC) to review this issue and report back to the next session of the Specialized Section in 
2015. At the next session, Saudi Arabia will also present a list of additional varieties to be 
added to the Annex of the UNECE Standard for Dates. 

 (c) Almond Kernels  

39. As a proposal for revision of the UNECE Standard for Almond Kernels had not been 
received for this year’s meeting, it was agreed to include work on a revision in the 2015 
agenda. The secretariat was requested to contact producing countries (especially Spain and 
Italy) and inform them about the upcoming revision.  

40. In reply to a question by the German delegation about the possibility to adapt the 
values of the Class II tolerances for chipped and scratched almond kernels in the 1997 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Standard to those contained in the 2010 
UNECE Standard for Almond Kernels, the Chairman briefly outlined the procedure of 
revising standards in the United States. He noted that the change would have to be initiated 
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by the industry sector and would be followed by a public comment process before a final 
decision on changes could be taken. He recommended that the German industry contact 
their United States counterparts directly.  

 VII. Review of the draft UNECE brochure for Inshell Walnuts 

41. The Specialized Section reviewed the draft UNECE Explanatory Brochure for 
Inshell Walnuts prepared by the delegation of the United States of America which included 
changes proposed to several photos and to interpretative text during the working group 
meetings that had immediately preceded the session.  

42. In addition, the Specialized Section also approved three changes to the Standard for 
Inshell Walnuts the need for which had become evident during the development of the 
interpretative text in the Brochure; i.e. in the minimum requirements, removing the mention 
of “well-formed” and changing the definition of “intact”, as well as making a change in the 
provisions on sizing.  

43. The Specialized Section recommended to the Working Party to adopt at its 
November 2014 session the proposed changes made to the Standard for Inshell Walnuts 
during the development of the interpretative text.   

44. The Specialized Section decided to submit the explanatory brochure for Inshell 
Walnuts for approval by the Working Party and subsequent printing at its November 2014 
session.  

 VIII. Review of proposed new draft Standards (on-going work) 

 (a) Dried Cranberries  

45. At its 2013 session, the Specialized Section had reviewed the proposed draft 
Standard for Dried Cranberries and decided that more time was needed for consultations. 
Several delegations pointed out that the sugar added for dried cranberries did not constitute 
a processing aid but an ingredient. Other ingredients and flavouring were often used as 
well, making dried cranberries a processed product. As this would be outside the scope of 
the UNECE Standards, it was decided to suspend the development of the Standard for 
Dried Cranberries. 

 IX. Development of sampling plans for tree nuts and for dried 
produce 

46. The delegation of Germany outlined the new sampling plan for dry and dried 
produce which had been compiled together with the INC. It was explained that this new 
ECE sampling plan would also be integrated also into the OECD sampling plan. These 
plans were for use during inspections of produce packed according to quality standards, for 
example during inspection before the product left the company or at the point of import.  

47. The meeting agreed that the initial sampling mechanism (included in section 2.7.1) 
needed to be better defined and it was decided to use as an initial sample a minimum of 5 
samples for up to 1000 packages and a minimum of 10 samples for over 1000 packages. In 
addition, and at the discretion of the inspectors, table 2.7.2 could also be used for initial 
sampling to attest conformity.  Table 2.7.2 and the subsequent paragraphs all referred to 
confirming and proving non-conformity.  
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48. In the section on “reduced samples”, the meeting discussed the currently included 
values and decided to place this section in square brackets to allow for further consultations 
and discussion at the next session in 2015. The representative from the INC proposed to 
produce a short video to illustrate the plan and, at the 2015 session, a practical presentation 
would be organized.  

49. The Specialized Section recommended that the Working Party adopt the sampling 
plan as a Recommendation for a one-year trial period. The item would be discussed further 
at the 2015 session of the Specialized Section.       

 X. Review of the DDP Standard Layout Annex – definition of 
terms and defects 

50. A working group reviewed the terms and defects listed in Annex III of the 2011 
version of the 2011 Standard Layout for Standards on Dry and Dried Produce and 
introduced several changes which are reflected in the post-session document. Items that 
required more reflection were placed in square brackets. Discussions on the Annex will 
continue at the 2015 session of the Specialized Section.  Proposals should be sent to the 
secretariat prior to the meeting in 2015 in order to prepare a document, if required.  

 XI. Future work 

51. At its 2015 session, the Specialized Section will discuss the following items:   

• Revision of the UNECE Standard for Dates (on-going, and with a presentation and 
information session at the next meeting)  

• Revision of the UNECE Standard for Dried Grapes (on-going) 

• Revision of the UNECE Standard for Dried Apricots (on-going) 

• Revision of the UNECE Standard for Dried Figs (on-going, if not finalized in time 
for the 2014 Working Party session, i.e. by 30 September 2014) 

• Sampling Plan for Tree Nuts and Dried Fruit (on-going, and with a practical 
demonstration during the next session)  

• Revision of the UNECE Standard for Inshell Almonds (new) 

• Revision of the UNECE Standard for Blanched Almonds (new) 

• Revision of the UNECE Standard for Almond Kernels (new) 

• Revision of the UNECE Standard for Walnut Kernels and possible development of 
an electronic Brochure for Walnut Kernels (new, pending confirmation by the 
United States industry) 

• Revision of the DDP Standard Layout 

52. A decision to develop new standards for goji berries, apricot kernels, and pumpkin 
or sesame seeds (proposed by the United Kingdom industry) required more background 
information and trade data. Tajikistan and France offered to provide an overview on the 
trade in apricot kernels by the end of September 2014. The secretariat would contact the 
United Kingdom delegation and ask for more information on the other products.  

53. The delegation of Tajikistan proposed the development of an explanatory brochure 
for dried apricots to support the trade in this product which, for varietal differences between 
countries and the interpretation of the defects could benefit from interpretative material. 



ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.2/2014/2 

 9 

The delegation of Germany supported this and suggested that work could commence at the 
end of 2014. The Specialized Section stressed, that, if approved, the interpretative material 
would be developed by the Specialized Section on Standardization of Dry and Dried 
Produce and led by a producing country to reduce production cost and time. The delegation 
of Turkey, the largest producing country of dried apricots, requested more time to evaluate 
leading the development of a dried apricot explanatory brochure.  

54. The secretariat’s project manager of the Russian Voluntary Fund provided 
information on available funding for the development of a brochure, as well as on related 
deadlines.  

55. The secretariat underlined that resources were limited, the secretariat would change 
in early 2015, and that the first possible publication date would be in 2016. The Specialized 
Section deferred the decision on developing an explanatory brochure to the secretariat. The 
Working Party will decide on further action at its November 2014 session. 

 XII. Election of officers 

56. The Specialized Section elected Mr. Dorian Lafond (United States of America) as 
Chair and Ms. Matlou Setati (South Africa) as Vice-Chair, until the next elections in 2015. 
The Specialized Section thanked their outgoing Vice-Chair, Mr. Joaquim Belmunt for his 
much appreciated work and support over the past years.   

 XIII. Adoption of the report 

57.  The Specialized Section adopted the report of its sixty-first session. The next session 
of the Specialized Section has been scheduled for 29 June to 2 July 2015.  

 

 

    


