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 I. Introduction 

  Exhibition 

1. The sixtieth session of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Dry 
and Dried Produce was accompanied by a three-day exhibition entitled “UNECE Standards 
in International Trade” organized by the Specialized Section and the UNECE secretariat 
with the support of the delegations. Two educational lectures on “Nuts, nutrition and 
health” and on “Production, science and processing” formed part of the exhibition. 
Mr. Andrey Vasilyev, Deputy Executive Secretary of UNECE, officially opened the 
exhibition which showcased the standards developed by the Specialized Section in 
international trade to all relevant parties i.e. Governments, traders, industry and consumers.  
The exhibition and the side-events provided visitors with the possibility to learn about, and 
taste the products supplied by industry associations from all over the world.  

2. The exhibition received very favourable press reports. Feedback provided by 
visitors, participants of other meetings held at the Palais de Nations and UN staff were very 
positive as well. The Specialized Section on Standardization of Dry and Dried Produce 
congratulated and thanked the UNECE Secretariat for coordinating this event.    

  Opening of the annual session 

3. The official meeting of the Specialized Section on Dry and Dried produce was 
chaired by Mr. Dorian LaFond (United States of America).   The Director of the UNECE 
Trade and Sustainable Land Management Division, Ms. Virginia Cram-Martos opened the 
annual meeting. In her opening presentation she stressed the following: 
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• The importance and practical application of the Specialized Section’s activities as 
highlighted by the attendance in this year’s meeting having attracted both public and 
private sector participants, and delegations from all over the world.  

• Since the development of its first DDP standard in 1969, UNECE has worked very 
successfully with national, regional and international organizations; as well as public 
and private sector professionals to help in the development of standards that reflect 
trading practices rather than normative ideals of what the product requirements 
should be.  

• The demand for new standards and revisions of “older” standards has increased. 
Additionally, UNECE’s newer standards are increasingly for dry and dried produce 
from tropical production zones. Over the years, UNECE had evolved into an 
international platform for the development of agreed standards for global trade in 
nuts and dried produce.  

4. Ms. Cram-Martos expressed the UNECE’s deep gratitude to all delegations for their 
participation in the meeting and their generous support to the exhibition and the 
presentations during the session of the Specialized Section. She also conveyed sincere 
appreciation to the members of the organizing committee (Chair, Turkey, United States of 
America and the INC) and the generous private sector supporters (INC and the Turkish 
Hazelnut Promotion Group).  

 II. Attendance 

5. Representatives of the following countries attended the meeting: Andorra, Canada, 
Chile, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Spain, South Africa, 
Switzerland, Tajikistan, Tanzania, Turkey and the United States of America. 

6. The following specialized programme participated in the session: Joint FAO/WHO 
Food Standards Programme. 

7. Representatives of the following intergovernmental organizations participated in the 
session:  the OECD Scheme for the Application of International Standards for Fruit and 
Vegetables. 

8. A representative of the following non-governmental organization participated in the 
meeting: International Nut and Dried Fruit Council Foundation (INC), China Tree Nut 
Association, African Cashew Alliance, and Lama Gangchen World Peace Foundation. 

 III. Adoption of the agenda 

9. Delegations adopted the agenda with changes and amendments. 

 IV. Matters of interest since the last session 

 A. UNECE and subsidiary bodies 

10.  The secretariat reported on the results of the Review of the 2005 UNECE Reform 
(document E/ECE/1468), in particular, the Member States’ expression of continued 
satisfaction with the UNECE’s work on agricultural quality standards. The meeting was 
also informed about the cuts to the 2014-2015 UNECE budget and their possible impact on 
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the work of the Specialized Section. The next Committee on Trade meeting will take place 
in February 2014. 

11. The secretariat also informed the participants about discussions on revising the 
Geneva Protocol and the decision taken by the Working Party on Agricultural Quality 
Standards at its November 2012 session to include the following provision in its working 
procedures: 

“The standards should not be revised earlier than three years after the latest revision 
unless there is an urgent and well-substantiated need to do so. Between the revisions, 
proposals that were submitted to the secretariat by countries would be considered by 
the specialized sections as work in progress.”  

 B. Other organizations 

12.  International Nut and Dried Fruit Council (INC): The INC’s representative noted 
that over the years, UNECE had acquired international reach and stressed the importance of 
uniform standards to facilitate international trade. He also provided updates on new and on-
going INC projects including a deforestation and logistics project related to pine nuts and 
Brazil nuts.  The Chair thanked the INC for continuously representing industry views which 
were important for the development of practical and trade relevant standards. He also 
expressed his gratitude for inviting the Chair and the UNECE secretariat to the May 2013 
INC Congress.   

13. Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme - Codex Alimentarius Commission:  
The representative of the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme informed the 
Specialized Section of the outcome of the 26th Session of the Committee on Processed 
Fruits and Vegetables (CCPFV, Montego Bay, Jamaica 15 – 19 October 2012). He recalled 
that in the early 1980s, the CCPFV had developed a few standards for dry and dried 
produce (apricots, dates, raisins and pistachio nuts). At the 26th CCPFV, the Codex 
secretariat had presented a review of the status of standards developed by the Committee 
(CX/PFV 13/26/11). The Codex secretariat had proposed to review what should be done 
regarding the Codex dry and dried fruit standards. The work of UNECE on dry and dried 
produce was referred to as well as the possibility to use UNECE standards as a basis for 
further Codex work in this area. The Codex secretariat had also noted that the UNECE and 
Codex standard layouts were not the same, and the UNECE layout would need to be 
adapted before use by Codex. 

14. The 26th CCPFV taking into account the on-going work on the revision of the 
standards for certain canned fruits and certain quick frozen vegetables, had agreed that, 
based on the outcome of the discussion of these standards at its next session, it would 
consider the prioritization of work on the review of remaining individual standards for 
processed fruits and vegetables. This would be based on an updated paper prepared by the 
Codex secretariat. The delegation of Brazil had also offered to prepare a discussion paper 
on ways to deal with the standardization of dry and dried produce including the possibility 
to have a general standard on these products (REP13/PFV, paragraphs 153 and 154).  

15. OECD Scheme for Fresh Fruit and Vegetables: The OECD Scheme for Fresh Fruit 
and Vegetables representative thanked the UNECE secretariat for organizing the exhibition. 
Notably he pointed out that the OECD Fruit and Vegetables Scheme had published an 
OECD Brochure on Hazelnuts in 2011 based on the UNECE Standard for Inshell Hazelnuts 
and Hazelnut Kernels. The rapporteur of this brochure was Turkey and the UNECE 
Specialized Section had also been involved in its development. He also noted that the 
OECD Guidelines on Objective Tests to Determine Quality of Fruit and Vegetables, and 
Dry and Dried Produce included methods which are in use in the inspection of dry and 
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dried produce such as determination of moisture content. These methods are in line with the 
UNECE Standards.  

16. The Scheme, he said, had made progress on the revision of the OECD Operating 
Rules for the Conformity Checks of Produce Exported under the Scheme (OECD 
Inspection Methods). They will be presented for adoption in 2013. The OECD Inspection 
Methods include a sampling plan for dry and dried produce. This sampling plan will be 
revised on the basis of the recommendations by the UNECE Specialized Section. The 
Scheme is currently also developing OECD Guidelines on Quality Inspection which will be 
discussed at the 72nd Plenary Meeting in 2013. The Scheme is involved in capacity-
building activities and there is good cooperation between the OECD and UNECE in the 
organisation of these events. The latest OECD training events were organised in Eastern 
Africa and South Eastern Europe. These training courses and workshops primarily focus on 
the implementation of the OECD quality inspection system, interpretation of international 
standards, and on latest developments and challenges in the fruit and vegetables sector. 
Capacity-building activities could be extended to dry and dried produce if such events were 
organized in a country or a region where their production was important.  

17. He also reported that the Scheme, on a voluntary basis, regularly undertook peer 
reviews by experts from other countries (under the umbrella of the OECD) on national fruit 
and vegetables quality inspection systems, to examine and assess their performance. The 
ultimate goal was to help improve policy making, adopt best practices and comply with 
established international standards and principles. These peer reviews could be extended to 
quality inspection of dry and dried produce if it were important for the reviewed country. 
The Scheme also regularly prepared for its members economic and market analysis of 
produce under its scope, including fresh fruit and vegetables or dry and dried produces, in 
order to give an overview on trends, trade volume/value on international trade and forecast 
for the next season. The analysis is done by experts at the invitation of the OECD 
secretariat. All OECD explanatory brochures, guidelines and peer review reports are 
available free of charge from the official website of the OECD Fruit and Vegetables 
Scheme (www.oecd.org/tad/fv). 

18. The Lama Gangchem World Peace Foundation: The Foundation representative 
briefly introduced their activities noting the important link between institutional regulations 
and trade, and the need for standards that are a reference for trade. The organization is 
active in the production and trade of mainly pine nuts and chestnuts. 

19. China Tree Nuts Association: The China Tree Nuts Association representative 
reported on their activities related to helping increase the tree nut production in order to 
satisfy the growing demand for these products in China. 

 V. Review of UNECE Recommendations   

 A. Dried apricots  

20.  The Rapporteur (Turkey) led the discussion on proposed changes to the 
Recommendation. The Specialized Section made several changes to the recommendation 
including amendments in the sections on “moisture content“, “sizing” and “quality 
tolerances”. In the section on “sizing”, Turkey, the United States and Tajikistan presented 
proposals for amendments. The delegation of the United States will re-check how 
commonly used United States size-code denominations could be integrated into the 
standard.  



ECE/TRADE/C/WP/7/GE.2/2013/2 

 5 

21.   A proposal by Tajikistan aimed at accommodating production conditions in the 
country (such as smaller-sized fruit and available sorting technology) linking classification 
to sizing, and individual size codes to several size ranges. It was explained to Tajikistan that 
in standardization, a size code can only be linked to one size. To facilitate Tajikistan’s 
different sizes, the following was added to the sizing section: 

“Other size ranges are allowed, provided that the range used is labeled 
accordingly”.  

The section on commercial specifications was changed to reflect this addition.  

22. It was agreed that all proposals made prior to and during the meeting including those 
made by Turkey and contained in ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.2/2013/3, will be merged into 
one document for further evaluation. The Specialized Section forwarded the 
Recommendation to the Working Party with a request to extend the trial period for another 
year. A working group led by Turkey will discuss the text at an informal meeting during the 
Working Party session in November 2013. Proposals should be sent to Turkey by mid-
September 2013. In addition, the revised text for Dried Apricots will be placed on the 
agenda of the informal working group meeting on the first day of the 2014 session of the 
Specialized Section.     

 B. Dried figs  

23.  During the review of  the Recommendation for Dried Figs, the Specialized Section 
introduced several changes including in the section on “moisture content”; in “sizing” 
(addition of sizing by diameter); and in the “definition of produce”(inclusion of pieces). 
Turkey requested to include a footnote indicating the maximum number of fruit per kg for 
Extra Class and Class I. The Chair reminded the meeting that size-based classification 
should be avoided in the revised standards.  

24. In the table of tolerances it was also agreed to maintain -in square brackets- the 
footnote on the presence of pollinating bees (originally in the Standard) and to add lower 
values for the tolerance for “damaged by pests”. Both proposals were placed in square 
brackets. As the Turkish delegation was skeptical about the proposal to lower the tolerances 
to the proposed levels, Germany’s delegation offered to present figures based on lowered 
tolerance levels. This report would be shared with the Turkish delegation as soon as 
available.  

25. Also, in the table of tolerances, it was agreed to place in square brackets the 
tolerance for fermented fruit. The currently missing tolerance for pieces would be supplied 
by the delegation of the United States. The table on size ranges proposed by Turkey was 
placed under the “sizing” provisions. The heading was changed to read “maximum size 
range”. It was also decided to add the new indent “commercial type (optional)” under 
“nature of produce”.   

26. The Specialized Section decided to request the Working Party to extend the trial 
period for the revised text for another year.  A working group led by Turkey will discuss 
the text at an informal meeting during the Working Party session in November 2013. 
Proposals should be sent to Turkey by mid-September 2013. In addition, the revised text for 
Dried Figs will be placed on the agenda of the informal working group meeting on the first 
day of the 2014 session of the Specialized Section.  
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 C. Inshell walnuts (including draft brochure on walnuts) 

27. The Specialized Section discussed the Recommendation for Inshell Walnuts and, 
having adopted several changes, agreed to submit the revised text of the Recommendation 
to the Working Party for adoption as a revised Standard for Inshell Walnuts, pending 
written comments from Turkey within 6 weeks.  

28.  The Specialized Section also reviewed the Explanatory Brochure for Walnuts which 
was discussed at an informal working meeting where several changes, including additions 
of new pictures, had been suggested to the Rapporteur (USA). The delegations of Chile, 
Germany, France and the INC offered to provide photographic material. It was agreed that 
the Walnut brochure should have the same title page as current UNECE brochures and that 
the layout of the text inside the brochure should be adapted as well.   It was agreed to 
submit the final draft, which should include an Annex on “Production and Production 
Methods”, at the next session in 2014. Prior drafts should be circulated as soon as available. 

 D. Cashew kernels 

29. The Specialized Section and the Rapporteur (India) deliberated on the 
Recommendation for Cashew Kernels which had been in trial for the past year. The revised 
UNECE Standard for Cashew Kernels combines provisions from the Association of Food 
Industries (AFI) standard, the Brazilian, Vietnamese and Indian standards. The meeting 
adopted several linguistic changes. The INC noted that mechanization of cashew shelling 
was steadily increasing and, therefore, the tolerance for foreign matter would probably have 
to be raised in the future. The amended text will be submitted to the Working Party for 
adoption as a revised Standard for Cashew Kernels.   

 E. Pine nut kernels  

30. The Specialized Section and the Rapporteurs (China and the INC) presented 
proposed changes and adopted several amendments concerning definition of produce 
(excluding Pinus armandiid and P. massoniana), moisture content, sizing, tolerances for 
foreign matter, and tolerances for other species (excluding P. pinea). It was decided to 
submit the amended standard for Pine Nut Kernels to the Working Party for adoption as a 
revised standard.  

 F.  Dried mangoes  

31.  The Recommendation for Dried Mangoes was reviewed and several changes in the 
sections on “moisture content” and the amount of “foreign matter allowed” were adopted. 
A discussion ensued on the appropriate terminology and definition of “foreign matter”.  It 
was decided to defer this matter to the review of the Standard Layout’s Annex on 
Definition of Defects.  

32. Given the particularity of soft fruit/high moisture mangoes, it was decided to make 
the marking of the “best before date” for such produce mandatory. The Specialized Section 
decided to submit the text as a new UNECE Standard for Dried Mangoes for adoption at 
the next session of the Working Party in November 2013. The Chair thanked the 
delegations of the United States and Germany as well as Mali (which had submitted 
comments but could not attend the Geneva meeting).  
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 G. Inshell Brazil nuts   

33. Based on the results of the trial, the Specialized Section agreed to set the moisture 
content at 4.5 per cent for kernels, and increased the maximum moisture content for the 
whole nut to 12.0 per cent.  The term “size code” used in the Recommendation was left 
unchanged but should be re-considered when revising the Standard Layout. In the sizing 
table, the square brackets were removed.  

34.  In the table of tolerances, it was decided to adopt for “foreign matter“ tolerances of  
1, 2 and 2 per cent respectively for Extra Class, Class I and Class II. The criteria “damaged 
by pests” (with tolerances 1, 2, and 2 per cent) was separated from the criteria “rancid”. The 
criteria “foreign smell” was added to “rancid” with tolerances of 1, 1, and 2 per cent.  The 
values for “mouldy” were set at 2, 3 and 5 per cent respectively.  The tolerances for “not 
sufficiently developed” were set at 1, 2 and 3. The total tolerances adopted, amounted to 5, 
10, and 15 per cent respectively.  

35. As the INC was not present during the discussions, it was decided to allow them to 
comment on the changes before the Working Party session in November 2013. Consent 
would be sought via electronic mail.  

36.  The Specialized Section decided to submit the text as a new UNECE Standard for 
Inshell Brazil Nuts for adoption at the Working Party session in November 2013.  

 H. Brazil nut kernels   

37. The Specialized Section amended the minimum requirement “clean” and added 
“adhering shell”.  The maximum moisture content was set at 4.5 per cent.  It was felt that 
the advice from the INC was needed before changing or adopting the table of sizing. The 
Specialized Section also amended the table of tolerances. The INC would be given the 
possibility to comment on these changes before the Working Party session in November 
2013.  Consent would be sought via electronic mail.   

38.  The Specialized Section decided to submit the text as a new UNECE Standard for 
Brazil Nut Kernels for adoption at the next session in November 2013.  

 I. Whole dried chilli peppers (including draft brochure on whole dried 
chilli peppers)  

39.  The Specialized Section reviewed the Recommendation and decided to adopt the 
text as a new UNECE Standard for Whole Dried Chilli Peppers. The Specialized Section 
thanked the delegations of Mexico, Germany and the United States for their work on the 
standard.   

40.  The delegation of Mexico also outlined the draft explanatory brochure which was 
presented in pre-print format.  The brochure would be finalized with suggested changes 
during the next weeks and submitted for adoption by the Working Party in November 2013. 
The brochure had been developed by Mexico with collaboration from Germany and the 
United States. 
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 VI. Alignment with the 2011 Standard Layout  

 A. Dried grapes 

41.  The Rapporteur (Turkey) reviewed the revised draft Standard for Dried Grapes. 
Changes in square brackets were made in the section on “moisture content” which was set 
at 18 per cent for seedless, at 18 or 23 per cent for seed bearing, and 20 per cent for 
currants. The latter will have to be re-examined.  Amendments were also made to the 
quality tolerances including the addition of the mention of the tolerance for attached 
capstems, which applied only to dried grapes presented without capstems. Several 
delegations made proposals related to the table of tolerances, and, therefore, delegations 
were requested to send their proposals to the Turkish delegation who agreed to lead the 
working group. A working group led by Turkey will discuss the text at an informal meeting 
during the Working Party session in November 2013. Proposals should be sent to Turkey 
by mid-September 2013. In addition, the revised text for Dried Grapes will be placed on the 
agenda of the informal working group meeting on the first day of the 2014 session of the 
Specialized Section. 

 VII. Review of proposed new draft Standards (on-going work) 

 A. Dried cranberries  

42.  During the review of the draft standard, it was felt that more technical information 
concerning defects in colour was needed. It was decided to put the development of the 
standard on hold, until further discussions with the respective industries would provide 
more information. The topic will be placed on the agenda of the 2014 session of the 
Specialized Section.   

 B. Dried pineapples   

43. During last year’s development phase of a new Standard for Dried Pineapples, the 
delegations of Indonesia and South Africa had submitted comments. Within the section 
“definition of produce”, delegations agreed to retain only style descriptions and remove the 
size measurements of the styles. The moisture content was revised and adapted. Several 
amendments were made to the table of tolerances. Questions raised by Indonesia on 
“minimum requirements” (“blemishes”) and tolerance criteria (“injuries”, “mouldy”, 
“fermentation”, “rotting”, “pest damage”) and their applications, were clarified. It was 
agreed to change the “injury” requirement to read: “damage caused by heat during drying 
affecting the taste” with tolerances set at 5, 8, and 10 per cent.  A new description of 
“foreign matter” was included.  

44.  It was agreed to submit the revised text to the Working Party in November 2013 for 
adoption as a new Recommendation for a trial period of 1 year.  

 VIII.  Discussions on sugaring, rehydration, food additives (colour 
retention, preservatives and flavourings)  

45. The Chair summarized the information note (prepared with the help of the FAO 
Codex Alimentarius Secretariat) on how the issue of sugaring, rehydration or food additives 
could be dealt with in UNECE standards for dry and dried produce in a cross-cutting way.  
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46. Rehydration: It was explained that rehydration is handled in various ways in the 
different countries. It was indicated that in the European Union, there are two regulations 
(one on additives and one on consumer information), and rehydration is considered as 
processing. Therefore, it has to be indicated for the consumer. In South Africa, the 
indication of rehydration is not required. In Chile, the moisture content used for rehydration 
is indicated in the specifications. Taking into account this information, and considering that 
traders had to comply with the labelling conditions of the destination markets, it was 
decided that it was not necessary to include specific provisions in UNECE Standards.  

47. Sugared product: The delegation of Germany indicated that her import trade did not 
want standards for sugared products such as dried cranberries. The French delegation 
explained that, in France, a difference was made between candied fruit and dried fruit. The 
definition of dried fruit was derived from the UNECE Standard for Dates. The Turkish 
delegation indicated that in Turkey, treating products with sugar was considered an 
industrial process, and for these products, the applicable standards were different from 
commercial quality standards.  The representative from the Codex secretariat informed the 
meeting that in Codex, sugar was not considered a food additive but an ingredient. It was 
decided that when a product was sugared for technical purposes, it would be possible to 
develop a UNECE Standard for this product. The German delegation stressed that the 
sugaring in cranberries was different from sugar used for technical purposes. 

48. Food additives: The Chair noted that sulphur preservatives were currently the only 
food additives mentioned in UNECE standards. In the future, the food industry might 
develop new additives. The Chair also highlighted that UNECE does not have the technical 
expertise or the scope to evaluate food additives. This is already done by Codex and found 
in the Codex General Standard for Food Additives GSFA 04.1.2.2 “Dried fruit”.  The 
United States delegation expressed a preference for inclusion of a reference to the Codex 
Standard in UNECE Dry and Dried Produce Standards. Other delegations preferred 
maintaining the status quo, i.e. the way the issue of food additives is addressed in the 
Standard Layout.   

 IX.  Development of sampling plans for tree nuts and for dried 
produce 

49. The INC and the German delegation presented proposals for the development of two 
separate sampling plans, one for tree nuts and one for dried fruit. The INC reported that it 
collected background data for sampling sizes which would be reviewed and merged into a 
document. The sampling plans would contain a chapter on sample size which would depend 
on the size of the lot. The complementary sample size would depend on the size of the 
product, i.e. in the case of the nut sampling plan, smaller and bigger nuts. The dried fruit 
plan would take into consideration the characteristics of the produce. Both plans would 
address tolerances by weight and by count and define how to take a representative sample.  

50. The data collected by the INC would become part of a proposal being prepared by 
Germany’s delegation for distribution by the secretariat to all countries. The sampling plans 
are destined to check only the compliance with the quality criteria set out in the UNECE 
standards. 

51. The Specialized Section considered it important to address the sampling procedures 
as well as the related inspection procedures. It was proposed to include a cross-reference to 
the OECD brochure on inspection procedures which could also include illustrations for 
dried fruit and nuts inspections. The INC offered to provide illustrations that could be used 
for this purpose.  The sampling plans would be finalized at the 2014 session of the 
Specialized Section.    
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 X. Review of the DDP Standard Layout Annex – definition of 
terms and defects 

52. The Specialized Section will review the Definition of Terms and Defects at the 2014 
session. The delegations of Germany, France and Turkey offered to prepare a draft for the 
next session.    

 XI. Future work 

53.  The German delegation proposed to revisit the UNECE Standard for Dates with 
respect to pest damage.  

54. The Turkish delegate asked delegations to meet (informal working meeting) during 
the November 2013 Working Party session to review the Standards for Dried Grapes, Dried 
Figs and Dried Apricots. She also asked for the early submission of proposals to allow for 
more time for consultation.  

55. The Specialized Section agreed on the following items for future work and inclusion 
in the agenda of its next session in June 2014: 

• Review of UNECE Recommendations in trial periods: Dried Apricots, Dried 
Figs, Dried Pineapples 

• Alignment and review of existing UNECE Standards: Dried Grapes 

• Revision of the Standard for Dates (pest damage)  

• New UNECE Standards (on-going work): Dried Cranberries  

• Review of the draft UNECE Brochures for Inshell Walnuts 

• Development of Sampling Plans for tree nuts and for dried produce 

• Review of the DDP Standard Layout – Annex III - Definition of terms and 
defects. 

56. The next session of the Specialized Section has been scheduled for 16 to 19 June 
2014. Proposals were made to organize a presentation and discussions on “new products in 
the dry and dried fruit sector“. Further proposals are welcome. Details will be 
communicated in due course.  

 XII.  Election of officers 

57.  The Specialized Section elected Mr. Dorian LaFond (United States) as Chair and 
Mr. Joaquim Bellmunt (Spain) as Vice-Chair. 

 XIII.  Adoption of the report 

58.  The Specialized Section adopted the report of its sixtieth session. 

 

    
 


