TRADE/WP.7/GE.1/2003/INF.16 (Secretariat)

Possible amendments to the Geneva protocol and the standard layout

Document TRADE/WP.7/2001/6 contains a number of proposals from the secretariat concerning the Geneva protocol. The secretariat would like to invite delegations to discuss some of these points briefly.

Point of application of UNECE Standards

At the moment the Geneva Protocol and the Standard Layout mention the export control stage as point of application.

Does a specific stage of application have to be mentioned? The standards are not binding and proposed to countries for application. The countries will decide on the exact way of implementation.

The deletion of the prescription of the point of application would also give the specialized Section more flexibility on defining maturity requirements or provisions for ready-to-eat  products etc.

Title of the standards

At the moment each UNECE Standard includes in the title the phrase:

“moving in international trade between and to

UNECE member countries”

Is this phrase necessary? Does it add any value or is it too restrictive? UNECE standards are proposed to countries for application. Why should countries not implement the standards for their national trade? Why should countries not members of UNECE who have the right to participate in all discussion as UNECE members not apply the standards in any way they wish? 

Consumer/sales packages

This term should be harmonized throughout the standards. The best way to do so would be the standard layout.

