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Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables 

Fifty-fourth session

Geneva, 26-30 May 2008
Item 6(b) of the provisional agenda

Explanatory note on the Standard for Fresh Chilli Peppers

This note by the delegation of Mexico provides background information for the development of an international Standard for Fresh Chilli Peppers.
1.
The text of the draft UNECE Standard for Fresh Chilli Peppers is based on the Mexican quality standard for this product, developed by the Ministry of Agriculture’s Technical Committee for National Standardization of Agriculture Products.
2.
 Chilli pepper production in Mexico is important because of the wide distribution and huge consumption of this produce throughout the country. The peppers are grown commercially at varying altitudes ranging from sea level in the coastal tropical regions to 2,500 metres above sea level in the cold regions of the central upland. Chillies grow throughout the year, thus satisfying the demand for the product throughout the country. 
3.
Mexico is one of the main centres of origin and dispersion of the genus Capsicum, and is the centre of origin of the species annuum, which has generated a great diversity of chilli types of varied form, size, colour and taste. The chillies are therefore used in several different ways, either as a primary food, a colouring element or as a spice.

4.
Mexico is therefore interested in participating actively in the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables, as well in the Specialized Section on Dry and Dried Produce.

5.
We are proposing the following text as a first draft of a UNECE Standard for Fresh Chilli Peppers for consideration by the Specialized Section on Fresh Fruit and Vegetables, which will hold its session from 26 to 30 May 2008. We wish to express our interest in coordinating the development of the first draft electronically, along with all other countries interested in participating in drawing up the Standard.
