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  Report 

 I. Introduction 

1. The meeting was chaired by Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann (Germany). The Director of the 
UNECE Trade and Sustainable Land Management Division opened the meeting. She 
stressed the importance and practical usefulness of the work done by the Specialized 
Section. She said that the demand-driven activities of the Working Party on Agricultural 
Quality Standards and its specialized sections had been highly appreciated by countries 
during the review process of the 2005 reform of ECE. 

2. At each annual session of the Specialized Section, the delegations considered a 
significant number of standards, 16 this year. Developing illustrated brochures explaining 
how to apply standards in practice in a harmonized way had also become an important 
activity in recent years. In 2012, the Specialized Section had prepared explanatory 
brochures for the standards on pineapples and fresh chilli peppers. A decision had been 
taken to develop a brochure for persimmon in parallel with working on the standard for this 
product. 

3. UNECE standards and explanatory brochures were meant to prevent technical 
barriers and facilitate trade. Many countries used them as a basis for their national 
standards. For example, most of the UNECE standards for fresh fruit and vegetables had 
been or would soon be adopted as national standards in the Russian Federation. 

4. The secretariat reported on the plans for a special exhibit and presentations during 
the June 2013 session of the Specialized Section on Dry and Dried Produce in order to 
promote the work on these standards to the general public and the diplomatic community in 
Geneva. Delegations were encouraged to reflect on how the Specialized Section and the 
secretariat could promote the standards and work of the Specialized Section on Fresh Fruit 
and Vegetables. 
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 II. Attendance 

5. Representatives of the following countries attended the meeting:  Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Malaysia, Mexico, Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Poland, Russian Federation, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of America. 

6. The European Commission was also represented. 

7. The following specialized programme participated in the session: Joint FAO/WHO 
Food Standards Programme. 

III. Adoption of the agenda 

Documentation: ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2013/1 

8. The delegations adopted the provisional agenda with proposed changes and 
amendments. 

 IV. Matters of interest since the last session 

 (a) UNECE and subsidiary bodies 

Documentation: Report of the Working Party (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2012/2) 
 WP.7 Working procedures 
 Geneva Agreement (ECE/TRADE/WP.7/2011/3) 

Geneva Agreement, proposal by Switzerland (INF.15, Informal 
document) 
International status of UNECE standards, position of the United States 
(INF.17, Informal document) 

9. The secretariat reported on the results of the Review of the 2005 UNECE Reform 
(document E/ECE/1468), noting that member States had indicated their continued 
satisfaction with the work on agricultural quality standards. The meeting was also informed 
about the cuts to the 2014-2015 UNECE budget and their possible impact on the work of 
the Specialized Section. 

10. The secretariat informed the participants about the decision taken by the Working 
Party at its November 2012 session to include the following provision in its working 
procedures: 

“The standards should not be revised earlier than three years after the latest revision 
unless there is an urgent and well-substantiated need to do so. Between the revisions, 
proposals that were submitted to the secretariat by countries would be considered by 
the specialized sections as work in progress.” 

11. The delegation of Switzerland submitted a proposal on the draft Geneva Agreement, 
which included a name change to “Geneva Framework” and clarified that its acceptance 
was voluntary. To facilitate international trade, the proposal stressed the need for countries 
to inform the secretariat about their implementation of standards, and for the secretariat to 
make this information publicly available. 

12. The Specialized Section invited countries to take the Swiss proposal, named a 
“Framework”, back to their capitals for consultation so that delegations to the sixty-ninth 
session of the Working Party could make an informed decision on how to proceed in 
November 2013. 
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13. The Specialized Section took note of the disagreement of the delegation of the 
United States with the UNOG Senior Legal Adviser’s conclusion concerning the de facto 
international nature of the UNECE agricultural quality standards (see document INF.17). 
Some countries asked the delegation to request further information from their legal service 
so as to help the Specialized Section better understand their disagreement and, in particular, 
the evidence upon which they based their statements concerning the conformity of UNECE 
work with the six WTO TBT principles referred to in INF.17. 

 (b) Other organizations 

14. The representative of the secretariat of the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards 
Programme informed the meeting that since the sixty-eighth Session of the Working Party 
on Agricultural Quality Standards no further Codex meetings relevant to the Specialized 
Section had been held. The relevant information about the seventeenth session of the Codex 
Committee on Fresh Fruits and Vegetables was contained in paragraphs 27 and 28 of 
ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2012/2. He highlighted that UNECE, as a Codex observer, could 
participate in the electronic working group on the terms of reference of the Committee. He 
also informed the Specialized Section that the Codex Alimentarius Commission would 
commemorate its 50th anniversary in July 2013 during the thirty-sixth session of the 
Commission. 

15. The representative of the European Commission informed the delegations that no 
new standard-setting activities had taken place since the November 2012 session of the 
Working Party. 

 V. New UNECE standards  

Documentation: Draft Standard for Quince (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2013/3) 

(a) Quince 

16. The Specialized Section decided to: (a) exclude the Chaenomeles species from the 
standard, as its fruit was not traded; (b) change the provisions for skin defects of fruit in 
Class I and II; (c) simplify the sizing provisions by deleting the reference to classification; 
and (d) delete the annex, as there was no reference to it in the body of the standard. 
Producer countries, particularly Turkey and Tajikistan, were asked to advise the Specialized 
Section on the appropriate sizes and size ranges to be reflected in the standard. 

17. The Specialized Section submitted the text of the standard to the Working Party for 
approval as a recommendation for a one-year trial period, provided the sizing provisions 
could be agreed upon using the intersessional approval procedure.  

 VI. Revision of UNECE Standards 

 (a) Apples and pears 

Documentation: Standard for Apples (FFV-50) 
 Proposal on sizing by the November 2011 Meeting 

(ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2013/4) 
 Sizing of apples and pears, proposal by France and Italy 

(ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2013/5) 
 Sizing of pears, proposal by the United Kingdom (INF.2, Informal 

document) 
 List of apple varieties, proposal by Germany (INF.5, Informal document) 
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18. In the standards for apples and pears, the Specialized Section clarified the uniformity 
provision for Class I fruit sized by diameter and weight to read: “…fruit packed in sales 
packages or loose in the package”. In the Standard for Pears, it decided to delete the first 
line in the table on sizing Class I fruit by weight. The corrected texts of both standards were 
submitted to the Working Party for approval. 

19. The delegations had a general discussion on sizing provisions in the Standard for 
Apples. They agreed that the current provisions should be simplified and should not be 
based on quality classes.  

20. The delegations discussed the proposal by Germany to restructure the List of Apple 
Varieties. They agreed that the list should contain varieties important from the production 
or trade point of view. The Specialized Section asked the secretariat and the Bureau to 
approach the World Apple and Pear Association (WAPA) to seek their advice on the 
following questions: (a) What are the criteria for a variety to be considered economically 
important? (b) What production/trade thresholds (acreage/tonnage) would make the 
varieties shown in the first column of the restructured list economically important? 

21. The delegation of New Zealand suggested that the following varieties be included in 
the list: PremA17 (Trademark “Smitten”), Minneiska (Trademark “SweeTango”) and Lady 
in Red (Trademark “Pink Lady”, colour group C). The delegation of France proposed the 
following varieties for inclusion in the list: Chanteclerc (Trademark “Belchard”, subject to 
russeting) and Coop43 (Trademark “Juliet”). It was also clarified that variety Coop38 was 
subject to russeting. These varieties would be included in the list to be sent to WAPA. 

22. Reviewing the sizing provisions at its 2014 session, the Specialized Section would 
take into account the Codex Standard for Apples, as well as miniature varieties appearing 
on the market. The List of Varieties would also be reviewed. 

(b) Sweet chestnuts 

Documentation: Standard for Chestnuts in SL DDP (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2013/6) 
 Chestnut sizing, proposal by France ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2013/7) 
 Standard for Chestnuts, proposal by France (INF.9, Informal document) 

23. The Specialized Section decided to retain the Standard for Sweet Chestnuts within 
its programme of work and reviewed the text proposed by France. It decided to: 

• Change the footnote in the section on the definition of produce to read: 

“Sweet chestnuts may be differentiated by commercial type: 

• Septate nuts, called in French châtaignes and in Italian castagne 

• Non-septate nuts, called in French marrons and in Italian marroni.” 

• Delete “maximum and minimum” in the first sentence of the section on provisions 
concerning sizing. 

• Add the following provision to all classes in the section on quality tolerances: 

“However, in the commercial type “non-septate nuts” (marrons) not more than 20 
per cent of septate nuts (châtaignes) are allowed.” 

24. A Working Group composed of France, Italy, Spain and Switzerland will draft a 
table on tolerances, for each of the quality classes, for defects such as presence of insects, 
excreta, mould and sprouting. At its 2014 session, the Specialized Section will review the 
table. 
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 (c) Witloof chicory 

Documentation: Standard for Witloof Chicory, comments by Germany (INF.1 of the May 
2012 session) 

  Standard for Witloof Chicory, proposal by France (INF.8, Informal 
document) 

25. The Specialized Section reworked the text of the standard taking into account the 
proposals made by the delegations of France and Germany. It decided to withdraw 
“witloof” from the name of the standard to show that the standard applied to white and red 
varieties but not to radicchio. The changes made to the text were reflected in the post-
session version of document INF.8. The delegation of France was asked to clarify whether 
a provision on uniformity in size for Class II produce should be obligatory. 

26. The Specialized Section decided to submit the revised text of the standard to the 
Working Party for approval.  

 (d) Citrus fruit 

Documentation: Marking provisions, proposal by South Africa 
(ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2013/8) 

 Identifying the parentage of varieties within soft citrus fruit, note by the 
United Kingdom (INF.3, Informal document) 

 

27. The delegations discussed the marking provisions on the basis of the concerns raised 
by the delegations of South Africa and the United Kingdom about marking fruit in the 
mandarine group. The Specialized Section would revisit the issue of marking at its 2014 
session. Countries were asked to send the secretariat the addresses of websites containing 
lists of varieties of citrus fruit, which could be helpful in establishing the lineage of 
products traded. In Spain such a list exists at: www.ivia.es/variedades.  

 (e) Other standards 

(i) Lambs lettuce 

Documentation: Standard for Lambs Lettuce (Recommendation) 
Lambs lettuce, proposal by France (INF.13, Informal document) 

28. The Specialized Section amended the text proposed by the delegation of France in 
document INF.13 by adding the following provisions at the end of: 

Class I section: “However, not more than one leaf per rosette may show a slight 
deterioration not exceeding 25% of the total surface of the leaf.” 

Class II section: “However, not more than one leaf per rosette may show a [slight] 
deterioration [not exceeding 25% of the total surface of the leaf].” 

Quality tolerances section: “A rosette showing only one leaf not meeting the characteristics 
of the class should be regarded as in conformity. But if more than one leaf is not meeting 
the minimum requirements, the whole rosette would be counted as not in conformity.” 

29. The Specialized Section proposed to the Working Party that the trial period for the 
Recommendation on Lambs Lettuce be extended for one more year. 

(ii) Watermelons 

Documentation: Standard for Watermelons (FFV-37) 
     Watermelons, proposal by Hungary (INF.11, Informal document) 
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30. The Specialized Section agreed to the proposal by Hungary to include “Extra” Class 
fruit in the standard by adding the following provisions to the classification section: 

“Watermelons must be of superior quality. They must be characteristic of the 
variety. 

They must be free from defects, with the exception of very slight superficial defects, 
provided these do not affect the general appearance of the produce, the quality, the 
keeping quality and presentation in the package. 

A pale colouring of the watermelon which has been in contact with the ground 
during the period of growth is not regarded as a defect.” 

31. At its 2014 session, the Specialized Section would consider the proposal by 
Malaysia to increase to 10° the Brix level for watermelons from the 8° currently in the 
Standard. 

32. Other provisions may be added to the text of the standard, which would remain 
work-in-progress until 2015.  

(iii) Chinese cabbage and fennel 

Documentation: Chinese cabbage, proposal by Germany 
(ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2013/9) 

     Fennel, proposal by Germany (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2013/10) 
 

33. The Specialized Section agreed to amend the section on commercial specifications 
in the standards for Chinese cabbage and fennel to read “Number of heads (optional)” and 
“Number of units (optional)”, respectively, and submit both standards to the Working Party 
for approval. 

(iv) Shallots 

Documentation: Shallots, proposal by France (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2013/11) 

34. To reply to the questions raised during the work on the OECD Explanatory 
Brochure for Shallots, the Specialized Section made the following amendments to the 
standard: (a) moved the provision on hollow or tough stems from Class II to minimum 
requirements and (b) introduced an additional provision in Class I - “a slight defect in 
colouring”. 

35. The Specialized Section submitted the amended text to the Working Party for 
approval. 

(v) Plums 

Documentation: Plums, proposal by France (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2013/12) 
   Plums, proposal by Germany (INF.7, Informal document) 

Apricot and plum hybrids, note by the United States (INF.12, Informal 
document) 

36. The Specialized Section agreed to the proposal by the delegation of France to allow 
for mixtures of varieties in sales packages by the following amendments to section “V.A 
Uniformity” of the standard: 

“However, a mixture of plums of distinctly different varieties of plums may be 
packed together in a sales package, provided they are uniform in quality and, for 
each variety, in origin.” 

and section “VI.B Nature of produce”: 
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“Mixture of plums”, or equivalent denomination, in the case of a mixture of 
distinctly different varieties of plums. If the produce is not visible from the outside, 
the varieties and the quantity of each in the package must be indicated.” 

The delegation of South Africa requested that the provision indicating the quantity of each 
variety in the package be reviewed at future meetings. 

37. The Specialized Section agreed to the proposal by the delegation of Germany to 
include inter-specific hybrids of plums and apricots in the standard if the fruit shows plum 
characteristics. The following amendments were made to sections: 

“Definition of produce”: “inter-specific hybrids derived from plums (Prunus 
domestica) and apricot (Prunus armeniaca) showing plum characteristics”; 

“VI.B Nature of produce”: “Plums” or, where appropriate, “plum-apricot hybrids” or 
an equivalent denomination if the contents are not visible from the outside”. 

38. The Specialized Section submitted the text of the standard with the above changes to 
the Working Party for approval. At its 2014 session, the Specialized Section would revisit 
the issue of sizing. The delegation of the United States would make a proposal on sizing 
provisions irrespective of quality classes. 

(vi) Peaches 

Documentation: Peaches, proposal by France (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2013/13) 

39. The Specialized Section decided not to remove “size D” from the table on sizing, as 
proposed by the delegation of France. Small early-season varieties constituted a growing 
niche on the market. As long as the maturity and other requirements were met, the size 
should not be used to prevent the produce from being sold. 

(vii) Apricots 

Documentation: Apricots, proposal by Germany (INF.6, Informal document) 

40. The Specialized Section agreed to the proposal by the delegation of Germany to 
include inter-specific hybrids of apricots and plums in the standard if the fruit shows apricot 
characteristics. The following amendments were made to sections: 

“Definition of produce”: “This standard applies to apricots of varieties (cultivars) 
grown from Prunus armeniaca L. and inter-specific hybrids derived from apricot 
(Prunus armeniaca) and plums (Prunus domestica) showing apricot characteristics 
to be supplied fresh to the consumer, apricots for industrial processing being 
excluded”; 

“VI.B Nature of produce”: “Apricots” or, where appropriate, “apricot-plum hybrids” 
or an equivalent denomination if the contents are not visible from the outside”.  

41. The Specialized Section submitted the text of the standard with the above changes to 
the Working Party for approval. 

(viii) Early and ware potatoes 

Documentation: Early and ware potatoes, proposal by Hungary (INF.10, Informal 
document) 

42. In reply to the request for clarification from Hungary, the Specialized Section 
decided to amend the following provision in the minimum requirements section to read: 
“grey, blue or black sub-epidermal stains; exceeding 5 mm in depth in the case of ware 
potatoes; in any case the total area affected should not exceed one eighth of the tuber 
surface”. 
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43. The delegations would check the provisions on tolerances, as proposed in the post-
session document. At its 2014 session, the Specialized Section would review the tolerances. 

 VII. Explanatory brochures and standards for chilli peppers and 
persimmon 

(a) UNECE explanatory brochure and Standard for Chilli Peppers 

Documentation:  Standard for Chilli Peppers (Recommendation) 
Revised Standard for Chilli Peppers (INF.5 of the May 2012 session) 

 Pre-print of the brochure 
 Measuring chillies by diameter, proposal by Turkey (INF.1, Informal 
 document) 
 
44. The Specialized Section agreed to the proposal by Turkey to include provisions on  
sizing by diameter. Amendments were made to the sections on sizing and commercial 
specifications.  

45. The Specialized Section submitted the amended text to the Working Party for 
approval as a new Standard for Chilli Peppers and asked the secretariat to finalize and 
publish the explanatory brochure. 

 (b) UNECE explanatory brochure and Standard for Persimmon 

Documentation: Draft Standard for Persimmon (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2013/14) 
 Persimmon, proposal by Israel (INF.14, Informal document) 
 
46. The delegations reviewed the draft text of the standard. The changes made were 
reflected in the post-session version of document INF.14. The variety list would be updated 
to cover the varieties important for international trade. Producing countries were asked to 
submit the names of such varieties to the secretariat for inclusion in the list. 
 
47. The Specialized Section submitted the revised text to the Working Party for 
approval as a recommendation for a one-year trial period. A Working Group composed of 
Germany, Israel, Italy, South Africa, Spain and Tajikistan would further develop the 
standard in parallel with work on an explanatory brochure. 

48. The Specialized Section regretted that the country who initiated the work on the 
Standard for Persimmon could not attend the meeting. 

 VIII. Glossary of terms 

Documentation: Glossary of Terms (ECE/TRADE/WP.7/GE.1/2011/2) 
 Glossary of Terms, March 2013 revision (INF.15, Informal document) 

49. The delegation of France presented a revised version of the Glossary of Terms. The 
delegations were invited to review the Glossary and send their comments to the delegation 
of France, who would submit the final version of the document to the Working Party for 
approval. 

50. The delegation of Poland suggested that the definition of “variety” in the Glossary 
should be presented from the “cultivar” and not the “botanical” point of view, taking into 
account the discussion on the list of apple varieties. 
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 IX. Coordination of work with other international organizations 

Documentation: Informal meeting on international coordination 
  (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.1/2013/15) 

51. The delegations continued the discussion started at the November session of the 
Working Party on how to substantiate practical cooperation between UNECE and Codex 
Alimentarius in the area of quality standards. The Specialized Section had started to 
develop two new standards for persimmon and quince and would like to invite Codex 
countries to take part in this work. It asked the UNECE secretariat to send the following 
message to the Codex secretariat with the intention of setting up electronic working groups 
for proposed new standards and revision of existing standards: 

“The UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization for Fresh Fruit and Vegetables 
would like to continue close cooperation with CODEX Committee on Fresh Fruits 
and Vegetables. In this regard we ask for the cooperation of the CODEX secretariat 
to convey the attached invitation to its members to comment on the proposals for 
new standards for persimmons and quince. We include the proposals in their present 
form.” 

52. The Specialized Section formulated the following proposal to the Codex 
Alimentarius Working Group on the evaluation of the terms of reference of the Codex 
Committee on Fresh Fruits and Vegetables (CCFFV): 

“The Specialized Section on Standardization for Fresh Fruit and Vegetables of the 
UNECE Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards, as an active observer at 
the CCFFV and in support of the CCFFV effort to revise its Terms of Reference, 
submits the proposal to amend them as follows: 

          CCFFV Codex Committee on Fresh Fruits and Vegetables 

(a)  to elaborate worldwide standards and codes of practice as may be appropriate 
for fresh fruits and vegetables; 

(b)  to consult, as necessary, with other international organizations which are 
active in the area of standardization of fresh fruits and vegetables to ensure that there 
is no duplication of standards or codes of practice and that they follow the same 
broad format.” 

53. The Specialized Section would welcome discussion on how to develop and 
implement the consultation process referred to in paragraph (b). In this regard the 
Specialized Section suggests that electronic and/or physical working groups be established. 

 X. Promotion and capacity-building 

54. The Specialized Section took note of the following activities: 

• Promotion of UNECE standards at the Fruit Logistica 2013 in Berlin, February 2013 

• International Meeting on Quality Control of Fruit and Vegetables, Bonn, March 
   2013 

• 18th International Training Course “Harmonization of Fruit and Vegetables Quality 
Assessment”, Mojmirovce, Slovak Republic, 25-27 June 2013 

• OECD Meeting of the Heads of National Inspection Services, to be held in Poland in 
the first half of 2014. 
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55. The delegation of the Russian Federation thanked the experts of the Specialized 
Section and the secretariat for the technical assistance to promote UNECE standards in their 
country. More that thirty UNECE standards had been converted into national standards, 
which in turn were being prepared for adoption by the Commonwealth of Independent 
States. 

56. The secretariat informed the Specialized Section about the funds it had received 
from the Russian voluntary contribution to UNECE to work on explanatory brochures. 

 XI. Future work 

Documentation: UNECE General Marketing Standard, proposal by the United 
Kingdom (INF.4, Informal document) 

57. The delegations discussed the proposal by the United Kingdom to develop a 
UNECE General Marketing Standard (GMS) and/or consider developing an explanatory 
brochure for the GMS, to enhance understanding of the requirements of this standard within 
the European Union market and for traders worldwide wishing to export to the EU. Such a 
general standard could also be used by some countries to regulate domestic trade. 

58. After a discussion the Specialized Section decided not to develop a UNECE GMS.  

59. Several delegations were in favour of developing an explanatory brochure on a 
harmonized interpretation of the EU GMS, however such work could not be started by the 
Specialized Section without an official request from the European Commission. 

60. At its 2014 session, the Specialized Section would discuss the standards for quince 
(sizing provisions), persimmon (and the draft brochure), apples (sizing requirements and 
the list of varieties), sweet chestnuts (tolerances), citrus fruit (marking provisions), lambs 
lettuce, watermelons (provisions for “Extra” Class and maturity), potatoes (tolerances). 
Other items would be included in the agenda, as requested by countries. 

61. The next session of the Specialized Section had been provisionally planned for 28 
April to 1 May 2014. 

 XII. Election of officers 

62. The Specialized Section elected Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann (Germany) as Chair and  
Ms. Kristina Mattsson (Sweden) as Vice-Chair. 

 XIII. Adoption of the report 

63. The Specialized Section adopted the report of the session. 

    


