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UNECE STANDARD FFV-36

TOMATOES 
Italian remarks to the UNECE Standards for tomatoes
Referring to the German proposal on the elimination of the commercial type “cherry tomato” in the definition of the product within the UNECE standard on tomatoes, Italy is meant to state its disagreement for the following reasons:  

1)
The aforementioned product has specific production and quality features compared to other commercial types, it should therefore be properly identified. 

2)
As to the provisions concerning marking (point .VI of the standard), if the “cherry tomato” cannot be seen from outside, there is not a consistent indication and it is not easily identifiable by the final consumer.
Considered the aforesaid it should be better to keep this commercial type, and possibly having a better and more complete definition of the product itself.   

As to the introduction of a maximum size under which the sizing shall be optional, Italy is not against this measure, nevertheless it should remain linked to the cherry commercial type -as envisaged by the current rules- and not overcome the [30-35] mm limit.      

Therefore, it would be advisable to keep the current situation or the maximum size for cherry tomatoes preferably together with a more detailed description of this commercial type could be introduced.  

I. Definition of produce

Tomatoes may be classified into four commercial types:

· “round”

· “ribbed”

· “oblong” or “elongated”.
· “cherry” tomatoes (including “cocktail” tomatoes)
III. Provisions concerning sizing

Size is determined by the maximum diameter of the equatorial section, by weight or by count.

The following provisions shall not apply to trusses of tomatoes and to cherry tomatoes, i.e. below [30-35 mm], and are optional for Class II. 
VI. Provisions concerning marking
B. Nature of produce

· “Tomatoes” or “trusses of tomatoes” and the commercial type if the contents are not visible from the outside. These details must always be provided for “cherry” (or “cocktail”) tomatoes, whether in trusses or not. 
