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Report from the European Commission
1.
The representative of the European Commission reported that the EU specific marketing standards were aligned with the corresponding UNECE standards, which were revised in 2009 and 2010 in the framework of the recast of Regulation (EC) 1580/2007. 

2.
The alignment was made for all provisions, except for two issues:

· Maturity requirements for table grapes: provisions which already exist in the current Regulation (12-14° Brix for different varieties with appropriate sugar/acid ratio) were kept because it is not possible for some Member States to follow the requirements prescribed in the UNECE standard (Brix 16° and in particular sugar/acid ratio for Lavalléé variety).

· Citrus standard: Some Member States were not in favour of extending the scope of the EU SMS for citrus fruit to cover grapefruit, limes and pummelos, claiming that this would increase the burden for importers (because of import notifications) and administrations (SMS products have stricter control requirements). 

3.
The compulsory labelling requirement for post-harvest treatment was also kept as it is in the current Regulation.

4.
The Recast of Regulation (EC) No 1580/2007 was adopted on 17 May 2011 and should be published in the coming weeks.

5.
In addition, the results of the study on marketing standards carried out in 2009-2010 are available on the DG Agri website (http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/analysis/external/ fruitveg-markets/index_en.htm)

6.
The general conclusions of the Study are that the 2008 reform of marketing standards has not brought about major changes, either positive or negative, in the market situation for three products examined (cultivated mushrooms, melons, carrots) or in the practice of operators.
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