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Item 3(a) of the provisional agenda

Europatat official position on the Standard for Early and Ware Potatoes

This document explains Europatat’s position on the UNECE Standard for Early and Ware Potatoes as presented in the official letter addressed to the UNECE secretariat on the 10th of April 2007.
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Brussels, 10 April 2007.

Europatat official position on the Standard for Early and Ware Potatoes

As promised at the latest meeting of the specialised section for standardisation of fruit & vegetables of 16-17 May 2006, Europatat has organised a workshop on the item of quality standards on 11 December 2006 in Brussels. Representatives of the trade, the producers and the authorities have taken part in this workshop. UNECE and DG Agri of the European Commission were also represented.


Based upon the outcome of this workshop the board of Europatat, the European Union of the potato trade, has once again discussed at its meeting of 8 February 2007 in Berlin its position regarding the French proposal to modify the actual UNECE quality standard for early & ware potatoes by adding two quality classes and this in the framework of the German proposal to make the quality standards mandatory to the potato sector of the EU-27 by putting them into a European regulation.

The Europatat board came to the following conclusions:

· Europatat, the European Union of the Potato Trade is opposed to the German proposal to create a European regulation, including quality standards for early and ware potatoes as they see no added value of them on the actual situation.

· RUCIP, the rules for the European potato trade (including an expertise and arbitration system), are foreseeing in basic quality standards for the relation in the trade. RUCIP rules are subsidiary to additional standards in the contracts.

· The market – which can have a different evolution in the EU member states – is ahead on these marketing standards and is actually responding to the demands of the consumers.

· Even the existing national quality regulations for early and ware potatoes in a number of EU member states are not affecting free trade on the European potato market.

· Europatat is happy with the existing UNECE minimum standards which can be used as a recommendation for the European potato market. Europatat has contributed to the work of the working party on standardisation/specialised sections on seed and on consumption potatoes, and will continue to do so.

· A new European regulation establishing marketing standards for early and ware potatoes will result in higher control costs which finally will result in a higher price for the consumers, without any added value for them.

Regarding the French proposal Europatat confirmed its position expressed in previous letters to UNECE with the largest possible majority: Europatat is opposing this proposal based upon the previous expressed arguments. This proposal is not reflecting the reality on the European potato market and which is organising itself.
