TRADE/WP.7/GE.1/2003/6 (ISRAEL)

Comments on the UNECE Recommendation Citrus Fruit as appear in document TRADE/WP.7/2002/9/Add.5 

II.
PROVISIONS CONCERNING QUALITY

B.
Maturity requirements

We are of the opinion that the sugar/acid ratio is an important parameter for maturity definition of citrus. Therefore we wish to retain our reservation as reflected in the footnote in page 3.

III.
PROVISIONS CONCERNING SIZING

B.
Size scales

The paragraph in page 7 commencing with the words:” Citrus fruit may be packed by count. In this case”…etc. is not clear enough. 

There is no doubt that uniformity in sizing is an imperative element in standardization of fresh produce and a valuable feature for the trade. Thus, we believe that the wording in this paragraph might be confusing.  As far as we know, in most cases citrus fruit is packed by count, for this reason the existing sizing scale is quite adequate in order to achieve the required uniformity as indicated in the table in paragraph C. “Uniformity”. 

We accept that a difficulty may arise when fruit is packed by weight and not by count. To give an answer to this particular case, the above-mentioned paragraph should read as follows: ”Citrus fruit may be also packed by weight. In this case, provided the size uniformity required by the standard is retained,”…etc.

Of course, the provisions concerning marking should be changed accordingly.

C.
Uniformity

(i) ……or, in the case of citrus fruit packed by weight, within two adjacent codes, must not exceed the following maxima*: 

(ii) The word “grade” should be replaced by the word “code”.

VI.
PROVISIONS CONCERNING MARKING

D.
Commercial specifications

-
Class

-
Size code (or minimum and maximum diameter in mm) and number of fruit, in the case of fruit arranged in layers or the lower and the upper limiting size code in the case of three consecutive sizes of the size scale.

-
Size code (or minimum and maximum diameter in mm) and net weight (when fruit packed by weight fall under two adjacent size codes).

-
Where appropriate, mention of the preserving agent……etc.


*   In case two adjacent codes fall within two different size ranges indicated in the table, the maximum difference between fruit in the same package must be the range that corresponds with the smaller size code.
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