TRADE/WP.7/GE.1/2003/INF.4 (South Africa)


PROPOSAL TO REVISE THE UNECE STANDARD FOR APPLES

1. WEIGHT SIZING VERSUS DIAMETER

DELIBERATION

Studies carried out in South Africa showed that there is no definite correlation between fruit diameter and weight. Results of different cultivars varied between growing regions, neighbouring farms as well as between different portions of the same farm. South African packhouses are packing according to weight by means of electronic load cells and it has proved to be very difficult to produce consistent fruit size.

PROPOSAL 

South Africa in principle supports the proposal below submitted to the UNECE Specialised Section by New Zealand in April 2002 which proposed that weight sizing be included into the UNECE standard as an alternative for diameter sizing thus ensuring consistent  fruit size. 

	
	Extra Class
	Class 1
	Class 2

	Large
	110g
	 90g
	 90g

	Other
	  90g
	 80g
	 70g

	Tolerance for difference in individual fruit weight: - 20% of the average individual fruit weight  in the package


2. COLOUR STANDARD FOR THE cRIPP’S RED CULTIVAR

Acting on a request from our apple producers and exporters we would like to request that the colour standard for the Cripp’s Red cultivar be changed from A to C.






