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Report on progress of the implementation of the Programme of Work of the SPECA PWG on Trade
(Report of the Chair) 
During the period since the latest SPECA Governing Council meeting, the SPECA Project Working Group on Trade continued the implementation of its Work Programme. As indicated in the strategic planning documents of the PWG, the main focus remained on trade facilitation – a key area for overcoming obstacles and achieving trade integration and development in the Central Asian region. Building synergies with various regional partners, such as EurAsEC, the Commission of the Customs Union of EurAsEC, CAREC, the Islamic Development Bank and other agencies received much attention. Another key area, activities in which expanded significantly in the last year was the SPECA initiative on Aid-for-Trade. The SPECA Aid-for-Trade Roadmap initiative and the accompanying network of donors, international organizations and recipients developed further. A pivotal event was the organization, back-to-back with the fifth meeting of the PWG on Trade, of the first SPECA Aid-for-Trade Ministerial Conference in December 2010. In more detail, the following activities were organized:
I. UNECE, ESCAP and the Government of Azerbaijan, in close collaboration with Kyrgyz Governments, UNDP, the ITFC, ITC, UNIDO, and other organizations, organized on 1-2 December 2010 in Baku, Azerbaijan, a Ministerial Conference on Aid-for-Trade. This event made part of the SPECA Aid-for-Trade Roadmap initiative, which UNECE had organized in collaboration with the Governments of the region and other international institutions. The objective is to involve the SPECA countries even more in the WTO Aid-for-Trade programme as beneficiaries. UNDP’s Bratislava regional office prepared and presented at the Ministerial national and regional need assessments. ITC and UNIDO organized capacity-building seminars parallel to the AfT Ministerial. 

a. The Ministerial Conference on Aid-for-Trade had the following agenda: 

	Day 1
	Day 2

	Presentations of findings on the needs of the countries and the Regional Review. 
	Next steps in the AfT initiative. 

Parallel sessions of ITC and UNIDO. 

	Ministerial segment: finalizing and adoption of the Ministerial Declaration.
	5th meeting of the SPECA Project Working Group on Trade


· All SPECA countries (Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) were represented: Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, and Kyrgyzstan on the level of ministers; Tajikistan and Turkmenistan of Vice Ministers. Several donors participated, notably, Finland, which is the main supporter of the UNDP Aid-for-Trade project for Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia. 

· The Ministerial Declaration reiterated the will of the SPECA countries to participate in the Aid-for-Trade programme, and set up a Council on its implementation and monitoring.

· The fifth meeting of the SPECA Project Working Group on Trade took place on 2 December, after the Ministerial meeting, was chaired by the Vice Minister of Economic Development and Trade of Tajikistan, and decided that the SPECA Project Working Group on Trade should actively provide institutional support and “national ownership” of the initiative. The participants re-elected Tajikistan to chair the SPECA Project Working Group on Trade.

II. The follow-up mechanism to the Baku Ministerial included weekly teleconferences of the main participating agencies, which discussed the various technical cooperation projects identified in the AfT initiative. A matrix of national and regional projects was developed and presented to various WTO Aid-for-Trade meetings. 
III. The trade facilitation work, which UNECE and other implementation agencies had implemented for years, made significant progress in 2010-2011. A major event was the support that the Kazakhstan Single Window project received from its Government, but also the increasing involvement of the Commission of the Customs Union of Belarus, Kazakhstan and Russia, which also adopted the Single Window as a priority, and developed a Feasibility Study. UNECE and the Commission of the Customs Union coorganized a major conference on the Single Window on 7-8 April 2011 in Moscow, in which Kazakhstan was a major player. 
IV. The Interparliamentary Assembly of EurAsEC and UNECE continued their close cooperation on identifying the legal impediments to trade facilitation, the Single Window and data harmonization and e-commerce, with a view to harmonize the related legislation in the EurAsEC Member States in the area of trade procedures, e-commerce and information exchange. A joint publication was issued on that matter. 
V. The first phase of the Single Window project in Azerbaijan was finalized, and there are functioning Single Window modules at the borders of Azerbaijan. 

VI. UNECE and GIZ continued their support for the Single Window project in Kyrgyzstan. 

VII. Experts from Central Asia participated in the Single Window and trade facilitation capacity-building events organized by UNECE and ESCAP in Bangkok in July 2011 and Seoul, in October 2011. 

VIII. UNECE works with the SPECA countries on electronic data exchange amopng national agencies. UNECE suggestions were discussed at the intergovernmental Concil of CIS in Turkmenbashi, Turkmenistanq 10-12 May 2011 and at other meetings. The SPECA countries have expressed interest in further work on these issues. 
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