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Sixth Session of Project Working Group on Trade 

and

Aid-for-Trade Implementation and Monitoring Council Meeting

Ashgabat, 10 November 2011
Conference Hall of the Ministry of Trade and 

Foreign Economic Relations of Turkmenistan
Programme
 
  9.30 – 10.00
Registration of participants
10.00 – 10.15
Opening  session



10.00 – 10.05
Welcome speech, Ms. A. Kurbanova, Deputy Minister of Foreign Economic Relations of Turkmenistan 

10.05 – 10.10
Opening address, Ms. G. Bazarova, Chair, SPECA Project Working Group on Trade and Deputy Minister of Economic Development and Trade of the Republic of Tajikistan

10.10 – 10.15
Statement on behalf of UNECE and ESCAP, Ms. Virginia Cram-Martos, Director, UNECE Trade and Sustainable Land Management Division 
10.15 – 10.20
Adoption of the agenda  
10.20 – 11.15
1.
Review of the implementation of the work plan of the Project Working Group on Trade 

The Project Working Group will take stock of the implementation of its work plan, now in its fifth year. 

10.20 – 10.35
Report of the Chair, SPECA Project Working Group on Trade, Ms G. Bazarova, Deputy Minister of Economic Development and Trade of the Republic of Tajikistan
10.35 – 10.50
Statements by representatives of SPECA member countries

10.50 – 11.05
Statements by UNECE and ESCAP on the implementation strategy for the PWG work plan
11.05 – 11.30
Discussion

11.30 – 11.45
Coffee break
11.45 – 12.50
2.
Role of the Project Working Group in the implementation of the Baku Declaration (approved at the Aid-for-Trade Roadmap for SPECA Ministerial Meeting in December 2010)

The Project Working Group will review the results of the SPECA Ministerial Conference on an Aid-for-Trade Roadmap, held in Baku in December 2010 and their role in implementing the recommendations found in the Baku Ministerial Declaration. 
11.45 – 12.00
Review of the Baku Ministerial Declaration: Ms. U. Yolchuyeva, Chief advisor, Foreign Trade Policy Division, Foreign Trade Policy and WTO Department, Ministry of Economic Development of Azerbaijan
12.00 – 12.20
Presentation on possible roles for the Project Working Group, Ms. Virginia Cram-Martos, Director, UNECE Trade and Sustainable Land Management Division:

· Maintaining the Aid-for-Trade Regional and National Action Matrices
· Providing Regional and National input/perspectives to the SPECA AfT Implementation and Monitoring Council
12.20 – 12.50
Discussion 

13.00 – 14.30
Lunch offered by the Turkmen hosts 



(together with the participants in the 2011 SPECA Economic Forum “20 Years of Regional Economic Cooperation in Central Asia: Successes, Challenges and Prospects”)
14.30 – 15.30 
3.
Challenges to the development of regional trade 
14.30 – 14.40
Presentation: Mario Apostolov, Regional Advisor, UNECE Trade
14.40 – 14.50
Statement “Challenges to regional trade and the private sector”: Elena Boutrimova, Chief, Office for Eastern Europe and Central Asia, ITC 

14.50 – 15.05
Statements on challenges to developing regional trade by representatives of SPECA participating States 

15.05 – 15.15
Statement from the private sector on challenges to regional trade

15.15 – 15.30
Discussion

15.30 – 15.45
Coffee break

15.45 –18.00
4.
Implementation of the Baku Declaration: follow-up to the Ministerial Conference on Aid-for-Trade (Joint Session of the SPECA Project Working Group on Trade and the SPECA Aid-for-Trade Implementation and Monitoring Council)
15.45 – 16.00
Summary of the background papers and the morning discussions on the role of the SPECA Project Working Group on Trade and the Aid-for-Trade Implementation and Monitoring Council, Virginia Cram-Martos, UNECE Trade and Sustainable Land Management Division
16.00 – 16.15
Statement on responses to identified needs, UNDP AfT project in the SPECA countries, Sheila Marnie, economist, UNDP
16.15 – 16.30
Statements by SPECA member countries 
16.30 – 17.45
Statements by international organizations and other development partners on working modalities (ADB, ESCAP, GIZ, ITC, UNDP, UNECE, UNIDO, etc.) 
17.45 – 18.00
Discussion 
18:00 - 18:20
Conclusions of the Sixth session of Project Working Group on Trade, adoption of a Declaration
18.20 - 18.30
Closing  session

Closing statements by the Chair, Ms. G. Bazarova, SPECA Project Working Group on Trade and Deputy Minister of Economic Development and Trade of the Republic of Tajikistan, SPECA member states and representatives of UNECE and ESCAP.

18:30 – 19:00 
Press conference and ESCAP presentation of the Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment Report 2011 (APTIR)
19:00 – 21:00
Dinner offered by the Turkmen hosts
(together with the participants in the 2011 SPECA Economic Forum “20 Years of Regional Economic Cooperation in Central Asia: Successes, Challenges and Prospects”)
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� Council participants are welcome to participate as observers in the morning session of the Group. The joint meeting between the Group and the Council will take place in the afternoon.  


� For further information, please contact Mario Apostolov, Regional Adviser, UNECE Trade (e: mario.apostolov@unece.org; t:+4122 9171134; f:+4122 9170037,) or Marc Proksch, ESCAP Trade and Investment Division (e.: proksch.unescap@un.org; t:+6622 881680, f:+6622 883066).






