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The SPECA Project Working Group on Trade was established at the SPECA Conference in Astana, on 25-27 May 2005 with the aim of steering projects to the benefit of regional cooperation and economic development in the SPECA participating countries. 

In 2008-2009, the network under this Project Working Group was strengthened. Two meetings of the PWG were organized, one in Bishkek in November 2008 and one in Geneva in October 2009. In additional to the traditional focus on work for trade facilitation (where two UN Development Account project are successfully implemented), new work started in trade policy (WTO accession, Aid-for-Trade, and Free Trade Agreements). The capacity-building activities in the SPECA framework inspired the international and bilateral aid agencies to develop new projects on trade facilitation, the Single Window, etc. The perspectives for future work include trade facilitation, the Single Window following UN standards and tools, as well as cooperation on WTO issues and the Aid-for-Trade programme. New funding should be appropriated to build on the implementation of the programme and the achievements of the group until this point. 
ACTIVITIES: 

A UNECE-WTO seminar on Trade Facilitation and WTO negotiations for Azerbaijan took place on 18 January 2008 in Baku on the negotiations for a new WTO agreement on trade facilitation and the implications for Azerbaijan. The participants were interested in the UNECE survey (prepared for self-assessment of countries’ readiness for the measures under an eventual Agreement. They were especially interested in the Single Window. 
Baku: 5-7.05.2008 - second seminar of the 5th tranche project on trade facilitation dedicated to the Single Window - joint UNESCAP-UNECE seminar, organized by ESCAP. All SPECA countries participated. The presentations and discussions covered the general concept, the steps (political and technical), and best practice examples. The countries also presented progress of Single Window projects in their countries (notably, in Kyrgyzstan). After the seminar, Azerbaijan also launched a Single Window project. 
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, UNECE-BOMCA-UNDP regional seminar on trade facilitation, April 2008. UNECE and BOMCA-CADAP, an EU-funded programme, carried out this first seminar oin trade facilitation under the UNDP umbrella in Central Asia. All SPECA countries apart from Afghanistan were represented at this seminar. 
The third UNESCAP-UNECE seminar under the UNDA-5 project on trade facilitation in Central Asia, focused on electronic documents, was organized by UNECE on 4-5 November 2008. All SPECA countries apart from Turkmenistan participated. The participants discussed the significance of international standards for trade document exchange; standards and modelling techniques; the link between e-documents in trade and the Single Window concept. GTZ and USAID experts participated very actively in the seminar. Two practical examples of (a) data harmonization and (b) creation of electronic trade documents were presented as part of the programme. A study visit was organized to the Cargo Terminal of Manas International Airport to see a pilot for electronic filling and filing of Customs goods declarations by Customs brokers. A key decision at the seminar was to establish a pilot project under the overall UNDA-5 project on creating a “forms repository” using the tools available at UNECE. 
A pilot project was actually developed with the Government of Kyrgyzstan for a “Forms Repository”, under the 5th tranche UN Development Account project on Trade Facilitation in Central Asia. A “Forms Repository” using the available UNECE tools has been established as a result of this project, it is being successfully implemented by the Kyrgyz Government, and by the end of 2009 it will be available for use in the other SPECA participating countries. 

In Uzbekistan, UNECE initiated a series of capacity-building activities from 1 July 2008 until 3 March 2009 on the Single Window in Uzbekistan: (a) 1 July 2008: a seminar under the UNECE-Czech project with the Chamber of Commerce of Uzbekistan and UNDP Tashkent; (b) 15-16 December 2008 – follow-up seminar financed by the EU-funded project on Customs assistance to Uzbekistan; (c) 3-5 February 2009 - training for various agencies on the Single Window in Sweden (co-financed by the EU project for Customs, GTZ, Swedish Customs and UNECE); (d) 2-4 March 2009 - a wrap-up seminar, co-financed by the EU and GTZ. An Interagency Working Group on the Single Window in Uzbekistan, and a preliminary Action Plan for the establishing a Single Window in Uzbekistan were established. 
A preparatory meeting for the establishment of an initiative on a SPECA Road map for Aid-for-Trade took place on 24-26 March 2009 in Bishkek upon initiative from the Islamic Trade Finance Corporation. A budget was drafted. Decisions were taken on the distribution of responsibilities and on the preliminary time schedule for the different steps in the initiative. The logistics for the two meetings on Aid-for-Trade will be the responsibilities of the host country and the ITFC. UNDP will be responsible for the “preparatory phase”, i.e. for the needs assessments. The SPECA Project Working Group on Trade (PWG-Trade) would provide the institutional support to the initiative and the “national ownership. An expert meeting and a Ministerial Meeting were planned for the second half of January 2010 in Bishkek; and (e) Ministerial Conference in Baku in May 2010. 

A Seminar on Trade Facilitation at the Border in the SPECA countries took place in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, 11-13.05.2009, jointly organized by ESCAP and UNECE (coordinated by UNESCAP, Mr. Bin Peng), in collaboration with the Ministry for Economic Development and Trade of TJ and UNDP-TJ, under the 5th tranche UN Development Account project on trade facilitation in Central Asia. The participants identified constraints to international trade at the border, listened to information about regional cooperation programmes and projects on trade facilitation in Central Asia, one-stop-shop inspections, cross-border cooperation between Sweden and Norway, etc. A study visit to a border check point between Tajikistan and Uzbekistan was organized on 12.02.2009, and lessons learned were discussed. Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan have organized interagency Working Groups on trade facilitation and the Single Window, supported by GTZ and USAID, on the basis of capacity building and support from UNECE and ESCAP. UNECE supported the drafting of a Feasibility study in both countries. 

The Central Asian Regional Economic Cooperation programme (CAREC) organized a Cooperation Forum with other organizations (including UNECE and ESCAP) and a meeting on National Trade and Transport Facilitation Committees (NTTFCs) in May and June 2009. Much input was provided by UNECE and UNESCAP, notably with regard to UNECE’s trade facilitation Recommendation 4: National Trade and Transport Facilitation bodies (NTTFCs).

Azerbaijan took active part in a Regional Conference on Trade Facilitation, the Single Window and Trade Data Harmonization for the South Caucasus, organized by UNECE in Tbilisi, on 23-24 June 2009. 
Two SPECA-related meetings are organized in October 2009. Firstly, the last seminar under the Fifth Tranche UN Development Account project on Trade Facilitation in the SPECA countries, which will focus on Mechanisms for Public-Private Cooperation for Trade Facilitation and the Single Window for export and import clearance. This seminar is expected to be attended by the Deputy Prime Minister of Kazakhstan, the UNECE Executive Secretary, Ministers and experts fromt the SPECA countries. It is expected that this seminar will move ahead the use of UNECE and UN/CEFACT Recommendations on National Trade and Transport Facilitation Bodies (Recommendation 4) and notably public-private cooperation for establishing Single Windows and the role of international standards for Single Window systems (Recommendation 33). Secondly, the fourth session of the SPECA Project Working Group on Trade, scheduled for 26 October in Geneva, will further strengthen the established network, will take decisions for the future activities of the Group and will establish the initiative on a SPECA Road Map for Aid-for-Trade. It will be followed by a Conference on Trade Development and Facilitation for the Transition Economies. 
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