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Draft Agenda

Progress in implementing the Aid-for-Trade (Aft) Roadmap for SPECA

10 July 2013, Geneva

Morning
Background information
Consistent with its commitment to facilitate economic cooperation among countries of the ECE region and with the rest of the world, UNECE actively supports the Aid-for-Trade (AfT) Roadmap for SPECA Initiative, which targets members of the United Nations Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia (SPECA), these being: Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. This initiative, launched in 2008 by the Governments of Azerbaijan and Kyrgyzstan, seeks to improve regional and global integration, ensure greater coordination of AfT activities, and create synergies between national and regional trade-development efforts. 

In December 2010, SPECA countries agreed on a set of immediate and long-term strategic priorities for developing their trade as set out in the Baku Ministerial Declaration.  These are: (a) Developing national supply-side capacity, including productive capacity and institutional frameworks; (b) Harnessing cross-border cooperation; and (c) Facilitating the beneficial integration of SPECA countries into the multilateral trading system. As part of this initiative national and regional AfT action matrices have been developed, which highlight on-going and planned AfT activities in each of the three priority areas.

In 2011, and as called for in the Ministerial Declaration, a voluntary coordinating mechanism— the SPECA AfT Implementation and Monitoring Council (SPECA AfT Council) — was created to monitor the implementation of AfT Road Map for SPECA.  The Council is open to all development partners working in the region, with the UNECE acting as secretariat. One of the objectives of this meeting is to provide input to the Council.
In addition, this meeting is intended to: brief SPECA members on progress made in supporting the implementation of the AfT Roadmap for SPECA, including progress made in revising and updating the national and matrices; provide participants with information that will help them to strengthen the AfT monitoring and evaluation processes in their countries; and help countries agree on the next steps. 

Agenda items

· National and regional AfT action plans for SPECA: an update

· National and regional AfT monitoring and evaluation systems: identifying priority areas

· Strengthened national and regional AfT processes: project overview 

· Next Steps in supporting AfT processes in SPECA countries

· Other business

Expected outcomes

· The identification of emerging needs that need to be included in the national and regional action AfT action plans

· The identification of specific areas to be included in the national and regional monitoring evaluation systems.

· An agreed upon timeframe for implementing activities under the project on strengthened national and regional AfT processes.

· The identification of 4-6 specific areas where the UNECE will work with governments to develop bankable national and regional projects 

· Substantive input to the programme of work of the SPECA AfT Monitoring and Evaluation Council.

� This meeting is followed by a one and a half day Conference on Implementing Aid-for-Trade Road Maps which begins the afternoon of 10 July and continues on 11 July. 
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