
There is a general agreement that trade facilitation, and thus the WTO Trade Facilitation 
Agreement (TFA), has the potential to make an important contribution to global economic 
growth, and to generate significant development dividends. 

The United Nations has a long history of actively supporting trade facilitation, in some cases 
for more than 40 years, and it thus has much experience and expertise to provide. In 
recognition of this, in April 2015, the International Trade Centre (ITC), the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to support 
the implementation of the WTO TFA.

Under this MoU, ITC, UNCTAD and UNECE agreed to cooperate in order to provide support to 
United Nations member States through integrated and holistic trade facilitation support of the 
highest possible quality, with an emphasis on capacity-building for developing countries. This 
will include a joint compendium of relevant United Nations capacity-building and training 
instruments to be made available to countries and donor organizations. 

Since April 2015, the MoU has already delivered significant results through strengthened 
coordination, cooperation and collaboration among the three organizations.

These results include a number of joint projects and outputs that have been finished or are 
underway, such as: 

Joint accomplishments under the MoU 

ITC/UNCTAD/UNECE Cooperation 

Supporting the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement and 
Development Outcomes

An updated United Nations Trade Facilitation Implementation Guide (TFIG at 
)  

An updated Recommendation and joint publication on National Trade Facilitation Bodies 
(

)
Repository on National Trade Facilitation Bodies (  ) 
Technical Notes on Trade Facilitation ( )
A Global 2015 Trade Facilitation and Paperless Trade Implementation Survey 
(

) 
SMEs and the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement: A Training Manual 
(

) 
A large number of joint activities including WTO TFA readiness assessments

http://tfig.unece.org

http://www.intracen.org/uploadedFiles/intracenorg/Content/Publications/2014-2015-
324%20-%20National%20Trade%20Facilitation%20Committees_Low-res.pdf

http://unctad.org/TFC
http://unctad.org/TechnicalNotes

http://www.unescap.org/resources/unrcs-trade-facilitation-and-paperless-trade-
implementation-survey-2015-asia-and-pacific

http://www.intracen.org/publication/SMEs-and-the-WTO-Trade-Facilitation-Agreement-
A-training-manual



Building upon the MoU, and its accomplishments, ITC, UNCTAD and UNECE are now 
exploring ways to: 
 

These actions to deepen and widen existing cooperation will reinforce the continued work of 
ITC, UNCTAD and UNECE to support the implementation of the WTO Trade Facilitation 
Agreement and the realization of related development.  benefits for business and 
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Further deepen cooperation and coordination among themselves

Extend this cooperation to other relevant international organizations active in 
trade facilitation with a focus on those in the UN family;

Make UN trade facilitation resources and support services easier to 
understand and to access for member States and development partners.

Next steps


