[image: image1.wmf]
The UN Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia (SPECA)

Central Asia is a unique and strategic region within the UNECE area: it plays a significant role in the energy security of Europe and Asia; it is a potential transport hub between the two continents and plays an active role in the fight against such global security challenges as terrorism, religious extremism and drug trafficking. These countries face unique challenges too: all of them are landlocked, they have followed divergent paths of economic development and there is a rapidly growing gap between the income levels of energy exporting and non-energy exporting states. In addition, all of these countries face the urgent task of diversifying their economies, moving away from their present status of energy and commodity exporters. 
Strengthening regional cooperation is a key precondition for the rapid, balanced and sustained economic development of all the countries of the region. Only through close regional cooperation can they fully capitalize on their strategic advantages and only jointly can theyeffectively meet the challenges that they face. 
The UN Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia addresses the unique needs of its member countries. It was established in 1998 by the presidents of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. Azerbaijan joined it in 2002 and Afghanistan in 2005. It is supported jointly by the UNECE and UNESCAP. The Programme has distinct comparative advantages: 
· It was initiated and established by it its member countries and is governed by them, 
· It addresses crucial issues of regional cooperation taking advantage of the international legal instruments, norms, standards and recommendations that the two supporting UN Regional Commissions are custodians of, and 
· It combines technical assistance and capacity building by in-house experts of the UNECE and UNESCAP with high-level, cross-sector, inter-ministerial policy discussions and a regular policy-business- research dialogue. 
In addition, since all major partner countries of Central Asia are members either of the UNECE or UNESCAP, SPECA can provide a neutral forum for the discussion of complex strategic issues of intra and inter-regional cooperation.

More information about SPECA activities can be found at: http://live.unece.org/speca/Welcome.html

