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Summary 

 

Background 

A major objective in energy policy in Europe and beyond is to increase the share of renewable 

energies: ambitious targets have been agreed and incentives have been put in place in several 

countries. National renewable energy action plans specifying how these targets will be achieved 

have been drawn up in all European Union member and plans exist for most other UNECE 

countries or are being developed.  

For wood and paper products production, countries often have reliable information available for 

the current and expected wood fibre supply and demand. On the other hand, wood energy 

statistics are often scattered amongst different entities and integrated within statistics on energy 

from renewables and waste. The UNECE/FAO Joint Wood Energy Enquiry (JWEE), developed 

through the work of the Joint FAO/UNECE Working Party on Forest Statistics, Economics and 

Management, addresses this information gap by providing a framework for dialogue and 

cooperation between all relevant wood energy stakeholders. The JWEE provides specific 

information on the origin and amount of wood energy consumed by different users. This 

knowledge allows decision makers to enhance socio-economic welfare by reducing conflicts 

between energy and material use of wood while guaranteeing the fulfillment of renewable energy 

targets and sustainable forest management commitments.  

Workshop Objective 

 

Based on an assessment of the responses to the JWEE 2009, the Working Party encouraged the 

Secretariat to supplement the Section’s analytical work with a capacity building event having the 

following as its main objectives: 

 

 assess the availability and then quality of the data on wood energy as well as the validity 

of the existing methodology for data collection at a national level; 

 increase the knowledge of the methodology of the questionnaire as well as the 

understanding of the importance of strengthening the quality of wood energy data; 

 establish a network of national and international experts from offices and ministries 

responsible for energy and forestry policy and statistics.  

 

  



Meeting Overview 

 

The meeting was held in Paris, on the premises of the French Ministry of Agriculture and was 

attended by 62 participants from 23 countries and 8 international organisations. 

 

Day 1, Monday 11 June 

 

Presentations were mainly focused on the importance of forestry and energy statistics for policy 

formulation at both national and international level. 

 

During a tour-de-table participants presented issues and constraints they normally experience in 

data collection and reporting. Most countries called for better coordination among institutions at 

a national level to address the fact that wood energy data is scattered among different 

stakeholders. Some countries lack primary data about consumption of wood energy, especially 

by the residential sector (households). 

 

Speakers from France, Serbia, Austria, Finland, Germany and Estonia shared their national 

experiences in data collection, to act as case studies on developing tools for improving wood 

energy statistics. 

  

Day 2, Tuesday 12 June  

 

During the morning session, delegates were divided into two working groups. Working group I 

was composed of “major respondents”, delegates representing countries that had previously 

replied to the enquiry and were familiar with it. Discussions revolved around the future 

development in terms of structure and methodology. Working group II was composed of “non-

respondents”: delegates representing countries that had never replied to previous rounds of the 

enquiry and were not familiar with its structure or with its completion. Discussions aimed at 

presenting the enquiry in its entirety and improving understanding of the JWEE methodology 

and definitions. 

 

During the afternoon session delegates were assigned to four smaller working groups
1
 based on: 

geographic area, forest types, language and/or economic situation. Each group was designed in a 

way that delegates of non-respondent countries could ask delegates of major respondent 

countries advice or information on the approach to be adopted for their own country. Discussions 

aimed at improving understanding of the enquiry, in particular on how to collect and develop a 

reply from available data, and at increasing cooperation within and among countries. 

 

Day 3, Wednesday 13 June 

 

Participants had the opportunity to visit the biomass heating plant of Stains (St.Denis), in the 

north of Paris. 

 

                                            
1
 Working group A: Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Lithuania, and Sweden; Working group B: Belgium, France, 

Germany, Luxembourg and Spain; Working group C: Estonia, Finland, Georgia, Russia and Ukraine; Working 

group D: Bosnia and Herzegovina,  the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Slovenia and Serbia.   



Conclusions and Recommendations 

At the end of the first two days, delegates and Secretariat discussed a set of actions to be 

implemented as follow up to the meeting. These can be classified into two categories:  

 

1. Country Actions  

 

Countries are suggested to lead the following outputs: 

 

 Establish a national network or working group of wood energy experts. To this end, they 

should: 

o Identify the right person to be appointed as national correspondent; 

o Use informal methods for initiating contact with stakeholders; 

o Conduct a “mapping exercise” to identify relevant institutions and actors; 

 Non-respondents could initially provide minimal data to JWEE; 

 EU-27 members could get in touch with the authorities providing data for NREAP 

progress reports. 

 

2. Secretariat Actions 

 

As a follow-up to the workshop, the Secretariat will: 

 

 Work on harmonising and increasing clarity of definitions; 

 Improve and update the JWEE manual, including practical examples and explanations; 

 Improve and update the questionnaire in light of the issues raised (i.e. conversion factors, 

definitions, units); 

 Discuss data requirements for NREAP progress reports with EU DG Energy; 

 Issue the new questionnaire in September 2012. In particular, the Secretariat should take 

into consideration that the launch of the next round should be aligned with the countries’ 

submissions of their respective energy balances;  

 Improve and update the list of contacts for the JWEE; 

 Maintain regular contact with JWEE correspondents and other partners, namely the 

International Energy Agency (IEA), the Energy Community, the European Commission, 

and the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA). 
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