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An exciting week awaits delegates 
surrounding this year’s Timber Committee 
(TC).  The current economic and financial 
crisis is tremendously impacting the forest 
sector in the UNECE region and beyond. 
Within any crisis there are also 
opportunities, and the UNECE Timber 
Committee will analyze the current 
situation, and look for ways to position the 
sector to bounce back. This year’s market 
turbulence, and the possibility of the start 
of recovery, will certainly mean exciting 
exchanges of information and discussions. 
The Timber Committee brings together a 
wide range of participants representing 
Governments, industry, research and 
education, international organizations and 
non-governmental organizations. 
 
 
The week begins on 12 October with a 
green building workshop on “Responding 
to Climate Change: towards a global 
approach to green building”. Carrying 
forward recomendations from a 2008 
workshop, and bringing in fresh 
information, this workshop will pave the 
way for a major conference on green 
building in 2010. With input from other 
sectors, notably environment and energy, 
this workshop will create new 
collaboration. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
On 13-14 October the Timber Committee 
sessions start with the annual Market 
Discussions on “UNECE region forest 
products markets in a global economic 
crisis”. Experts lead discussions based on the 
UNECE/FAO Forest Products Annual 
Market Review, 2008-2009, country market 
statements and forecasts. 
 
 
“The forest sector in the green economy” is 
the one-day Policy Forum which will be held 
on Thursday, 15 October.  What are the 
implications of the Green New Deal for the 
forest sector, from forest management and 
protection, to forest industries?  Speakers will 
evaluate the situation of the forest sector in 
the context of the global economic crisis; 
identify opportunities for the sector’s 
contribution to a more sustainable society and 
a greener economy; and discuss means of 
positioning the sector to bounce out of the 
current economic slump.  The Forum will in 
particular assess the extent to which the sector 
can benefit from subsidies and stimulus 
programmes directed at greening the 
economy. Areas of interest would include 
green building, wood energy and 
environmental services from forests. A 
background paper will be prepared on the 
basis of responses from governments to an 
enquiry on national experiences. 
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GREEN BUILDING WORKSHOP LAUNCHES 

THE TC WEEK 
 

The 2008 green building workshop, during the European 
Forest Week in Rome, was well attended by key policy-
makers and decision makers from the UNECE Region.  It 
succeeded in: 
 

 defining green building and the scope across the 
region for the use of wood as an environmentally 
compatible building material; 

 mapping trans-regional attitudes and approaches to 
the greater use of wood in construction; 

 show-casing residential & non-residential projects 
in wood demonstrating positive environmental, 
financial, aesthetic, health, ergonomic and time 
benefits; 

 signalling the potential for a greater use of 
engineered wood products and innovation for new 
building systems; 

 comparing existing and evolving building rating 
systems around the world; 

 targeting educational, training and skills needs in 
and around woodworking and building; 

 establishing the need to communicate “wood 
messages” to key groups outside the sector, and 

 listing priorities for future action. 
  
The 2009 follow-up workshop’s priorities include: 
identifying national, regional and local policies and 
initiatives as well as private sector ones a cohesive 
response, involving: architects, engineers and forest 
products industries collaborating in innovative solutions 
from wood-based products and systems, including: 
 

 an holistic approach to the consideration of wood in 
building, based on a scientifically based life-cycle 
assessment approach; 

 branding wood as an identifiable, user-friendly 
material; 

 marketing its technical and other properties to key 
influencers (architects, planners, property agents 
and managers, housing associations, etc.);  

 cataloguing and disseminating best practices 
throughout the region; 

 considering an international campaign for the 
promotion of wood in green building. 

 

 

  
 
The way forward (2010). At the time that this newsletter 
goes to print, the UNECE and the Government of Canada 
are discussing the organization of a major green building 
conference. The Trade and Timber Division would 
collaborate with 2 other divisions: 1. Environment, 
Housing and Land Management, and 2. Sustainable 
Energy. 

 
 
 

 
TEAM OF SPECIALISTS ON FOREST SECTOR 

OUTLOOK AND CORE GROUP – 
INAUGURAL MEETINGS 

 
31 experts, including Team members nominated by Heads 
of Delegations and experts from academia, project 
partners, and international institutions participated in the 
inaugural meeting of the Team of Specialists (ToS) on 
Forest Sector Outlook, 4-5 February 2009. They discussed 
the approach and methods for new UNECE region forest 
sector outlook studies. The Team decided that a new 
outlook study, addressing policy-relevant questions linked 
to bio-energy, climate change, biodiversity and overall 
sustainability, should be available for the next Ministerial 
Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe to be 
held in Norway, presumably in 2011.  
 
The study will be developed with a strong network of 
partners, coordinated by the secretariat. A core group will 
prepare proposals to refine the questions, methods, 
timelines and resource needs for consideration of all Team 
members during the 2nd ToS meeting envisaged to be held 
in November 2009. The core group met in May and 
prepared first proposals regarding the methodologies for 
forest products market, and forest resource projections, as 
well as the wood resource balance, as well as overall 
scenarios for the study. It will meet again in September to 
refine proposals for the consideration of ToS members 
during the November meeting.   
 
           See at: http://timber.unece.org/index.php?id=184

http://timber.unece.org/index.php?id=184
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EUROPEAN FOREST TYPES 
Continuing the series of newsletter articles on a new European Forest Types classification, we introduce the 
concept of classification and present basic information on the first three categories (types). This article is an 
introduction and more information can be found in the EEA Technical report No 9/2006. 
 
 
The European Forest Types classification is the outcome 
of 10 years of scientific activity, involving a large number 
of European forest scientists and other experts from 
different biogeographic regions. The new European forest 
types are organised according to a hierarchical 
classification system structured into 14 first level classes 
(categories) and 75 second level classes (types). The first 3 
categories encompass coniferous and mixed forests of 
boreal, hemiboreal, nemoral and alpine zones. Although 
they constitute only 3 out of 14 categories, the area of 
forests classified under them covers half of European 
forests. 
 
 
 
Boreal forest  
Coniferous and mixed broadleaved-coniferous forest of 
the boreal zone of Europe, known also as taiga, are 
dominated by two conifer species (Pinus sylvestris and 
Picea abies).  

 
Both of them have quite broad habitat amplitudes and may 
grow from very dry to wet habitats. Birch species (B. 
pubescens, B. pendula) as well as other deciduous trees, 
such as Populus tremula, Sorbus aucuparia and Alnus 
incana can be frequently found growing among the 
conifers. Mixtures of spruce or pine with birch species are 
also typical for the pioneer stages of the forest succession.  
 

 

Hemiboreal forest and nemoral coniferous and 
mixed broadleaved-coniferous forest  
The hemiboreal zone is a transitional zone between the 
boreal and temperate forest of nemoral Europe. It is 
characterised by the coexistence of boreal conifers (Pinus 
sylvestris, Picea abies) on poor soils and temperate 
broadleaved tree species (Fraxinus excelsior, Ulmus 
glabra, Tilia cordata, Quercus robur) on more fertile 
soils.

 
The structure and composition of hemiboreal forest is 
maintained by a complex mixture of natural and cultural 
disturbances.  
 

 
 
The geographical distribution of the category and its main 
relevant compositional and structural features significantly 
vary among particular types.  
 
 
 

Alpine coniferous forest 
This category encompasses forests occurring in the alpine 
biogeographical region dominated by coniferous trees, 
mainly Picea abies, Abies alba, Pinus sylvestris and Pinus 
mugo.  
 

 
 

Included in this category is the forest vegetation of high 
altitudinal vegetation belts of the central European 
mountain ranges dominated by Picea abies, Abies alba 
and, under local microclimatic and edaphic conditions, 
termophilous pure Pinus nigra forests of the southern 
Alps. 
 
Source: Materials and pictures from EEA Technical report No 9/2006: 
European forest types, were used, electronic version of the report is 
available at: http://reports.eea.europa.eu/technical_report_2006_9/en

http://reports.eea.europa.eu/technical_report_2006_9/en
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XIII WORLD FORESTRY 

CONGRESS 
 

The XIII World Forestry Congress 
(WFC) will be held in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, on 18-23 October 2009. The 
main objective of the Congress is to 
provide a forum for governments, 
universities, civil society and the private 
sector to exchange views and 
experiences around the main theme 
“Forests in development – a vital 
balance”, and to formulate 
recommendations to be implemented at 
the national, regional and global levels. 
It will be an opportunity to draw an 
overview of the state of forests and 
forestry in order to discern trends, adapt 
policies and raise awareness among 
decision and policy makers, the public 
and other stakeholders. Activities at the 
congress will include conferences, 
round-table discussions, poster 
presentations, parallel events, exhibits, 
study and technical tours. 
Approximately 6,000 participants from 
more than 160 countries are expected.  
 

The World Forestry Congress is being 
organized by the Government of 

Argentina in collaboration with the FAO 
Forestry Department. 

 
FAO will provide scholarships to 
candidates from eastern Europe and 
central Asia that present full papers 
related with the programme of the 
WFC and have been  selected as 
position papers for the sessions of the 
WFC. 
 
For more information and registration,  

please visit www.wfc2009.org  
or write to info@cfm2009.org. 

 

UNECE/FAO WORKSHOP CALLS FOR INCREASED  
WOOD MOBILIZATION FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY 

The UNECE/FAO along with partners organized a workshop on “Strategies for 
increased wood mobilization from sustainable sources” from 16-18 June 2009, in 
Grenoble, France. 
Workshop participants reviewed wood mobilization activities by policymakers and 
national-level actors, and concluded that there is significant potential to enhance the 
supply of wood from forests throughout Europe in a sustainable manner. They called 
for encouraging wood mobilization for renewable energy and industrial raw 
materials, in particular in order for the EU Member States to meet their 20% 
renewable energy target by 2020. 
UNECE/FAO, the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe and 
the European Commission, Directorate General Agriculture, have been requested to 
lead, together with partners, the development of good practice guidance on 
sustainable wood mobilization: It should be available by the end of 2009, to serve as 
guidance for countries in developing renewable energies strategies.   

 
 
Staff changes 
 
The Timber Section has some new faces this summer.  Three student interns have 
joined the Market Review Team in Geneva. Ms. Heli Paatela and Mr. Eero-Matti 
Salminen are marketing assistances from the University of Helsinki. Mr. Rune 
Karsten is the assistant project leader from the University of Bangor. Timely 
production of the Review is dependant on their help and we sincerely appreciate their 
contributions. 

   
***************************************************************** 
As most of you are aware, Mr. Kit Prins has retired after 36,5 years of service for 

UNECE, and the world of timber and forestry. UNECE 
wished him all the best with a Party which was attended by 
colleages from the Timber Section, the Trade and Timber 
Division, and many others from other parts of UNECE and 
FAO, along with Tim Peck, previous Chief of the Timber 
Section. Wishes from FAO (Rome and Budapest) and other 
parts of the world were transmitted in writing. As Kit is 
planning to remain active, we shall have reason for hope for 

his future participation in meetings and look forward to future interaction and 
cooperation. 
 
Mr. Ed Pepke is now the officer in charge of the Timber Section.  Together with the 
"transition team" of the Section professional staff and the Division Director, 
arrangements have been put in place to ensure programme continuity.  A temporary 
staff member, Mr. Tapani Pahkasalo from Indurfor, Oy, Finland, has joined the 
Timber Section.  Mr. Pahkasalo is well familiar with the section activities, in 
particular the Review, and has been an author for four years, and prior to that was a 
student marketing assistant.**********************************************

2009 MEETINGS 
 15-16 September, Riga, Latvia, Workshop “Current and future biomass for energy – monitoring use and 

understanding technology” 
        Geneva, 12-16 October, UNECE Timber Committee, 67th Session:  

 12 October, Workshop on “Responding to Climate Change: towards a global approach to green building” 
 13-14 October, Market Discussions on “UNECE region forest products markets in a global economic crisis” 
 15 October, Policy Forum “The Forest Sector in the Green Economy” 
 17-20 November, Dubrovnik, Croatia, “Wood Energy Market Potentials and Policies”.
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