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EUROPEAN FOREST WEEK 

20-24 October 2008 
 

FAO Headquarters - Rome, Italy 

The European Forest Week, which will take place in Brussels, Rome and all over 
Europe, will celebrate the contribution of European forests to mitigating climate 
change, providing wood and renewable energy, securing the supply of fresh water 
and protecting our environment. A series of events highlighting what needs to be 
done to utilize fully the potential of European forests are being planned in countries 
throughout the continent. Offers of national or local events are welcome. The four 
days in Rome from 21 to 24 October, will feature discussions on climate change and 
forests, energy and forests, water and forests and "working together for European 
forests". There will be many opportunities to learn and share experience on the 
major topics of the day with leading specialists from the forest sector and elsewhere 
on a wide variety of topics.  The regular market discussions will also take place as 
well as a workshop on green building.  
 
The European Forest Week 2008 was declared by the ministers responsible for 
forests of 46 European countries and is jointly prepared by the European 
Commission, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the 
Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe and the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe, in close collaboration with the 
Presidency of the Council of the European Union at the time of the event, France. Its 
stated objectives are to:  
 

 Increase the visibility of the forest based-sector and its contribution to 
development of economy and society in Europe.  

 Raise awareness about its important contributions to mitigating climate change, 
providing freshwater and protecting the environment.  

 Engage other sectors in a participatory dialogue on forest related issues.  
 

For more information, see http://www.europeanforestweek.org
or write to efw@unece.org

 

 
          
     
 
 

 

http://www.europeanforestweek.org/
mailto:efw@unece.org
mailto:info.timber@unece.org
mailto:info.timber@unece.org
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SPECIAL SESSION  

ON THE STRATEGIC REVIEW AND PLAN 
 

AGREEING ON THE WAY FORWARD TO 2013 
 

The Special Session of the UNECE Timber Committee, 
with delegates of the FAO European Forestry Commission, 
held in Geneva 28-30 April 2008, resulted in broad 
consensus and agreement on the future direction of the 
integrated UNECE/FAO work programme on timber and 
forestry. Building on the three pillars markets and statistics, 
forest resources, and policies and institutions as well as 
more recent activities in the field of wood availability and 
supply, it was agreed that the five work areas be maintained 
as the principal programme structure during the period 
2008-13. At the same time, future work shall place a major 
emphasis on climate change, bioenergy, wood mobilization, 
as well as cross-sectoral cooperation. Implementing 
sustainable forest management shall be given more 
emphasis in the coming years, working with networks and 
partners.  The revised programme calls for seven teams of 
specialists – informal groups who make a major 
contribution to our work.   
 
The UNECE/FAO secretariat would like to thank the 
leaders and members active in the Teams of Specialists for 
their support and contribution to the implementation of the 
UNECE/FAO work programme! We would also like to 
thank the Heads of Delegations, stakeholders and partners 
for their contribution to the Strategic Review and Planning 
process, through their response to the Strategic Review 
enquiry and the user survey of output, as well the 
contributions by attending the Special Session. 
 
Upon final review by the joint bureaux at its next meeting 
on 3 July 2008, the Strategic Plan will be presented to the 
Heads of Delegation of the Timber Committee and 
European Forestry Commission for approval during the 
joint session at the European Forest Week, 23 and 24 
October 2008. The report from the Special Session along 
with the agreed Strategic Plan 2008-13 and background 
information related to the Strategic Review and Planning 
process are available on the website: 
http://www.unece.org/trade/timber/strategic_review/2007-
2008/strategic-review.htm.  
 
For additional information, please do not hesitate to contact 

Kit Prins or Franziska Hirsch  
(franziska.hirsch@unece.org, tel.: 022 917 24 80). 

 

 
INTERVIEW WITH METTE WILKIE 

 COORDINATOR OF THE GLOBAL FOREST 
RESOURCES ASSESSMENT, FAO HQ ROME 

 
What is new in FRA 2010? 
 
There are three big changes in FRA 2010 compared to FRA 
2005.  
 
Firstly, the Expert Consultation held in Kotka Finland in 
2006 to evaluate FRA 2005 and design FRA 2010 
recommended that we continue to use the thematic elements 
of sustainable forest management as the reporting 
framework for the FRA process and that we include all 
seven broad themes in FRA 2010. This means we will be 
including a number of new tables to obtain information on 
the legal, policy and institutional frameworks existing in 
countries to facilitate sustainable forest management.  
 
Secondly, we have been asked to provide the forest-related 
information needed to assess progress towards the 2010 
Biodiversity Target of the CBD and towards the UNFF 
Global Objectives on Forests. So we are including 
additional variables related to forest biodiversity as well as 
information on trends in the rate of afforestation in the 
reporting tables. Some of the more challenging requirements 
stemming from this request are to report on trends in the 
rate of deforestation as well as on the area of degraded 
forests and the area of forest under sustainable forest 
management. We’re attempting to do this as well – some of 
this through special studies since there is currently no 
common definitions or assessment methodologies. 
 
Thirdly, we are implementing a global remote sensing 
survey to complement the national reports and to generate 
information on rates of deforestation and forest change 
dynamics at the regional, biome and global level. 
 
What will the new remote sensing survey imply for 
the FRA process?  
 
The FRA 2010 Remote Sensing Survey is a very ambitious 
new initiative. We have used remote sensing in earlier 
assessments for the tropics and many countries use remote 
sensing as part of their national forest assessments, but this 
is the first time we will do this at the global level involving 
all countries in the process. We are using a systematic 
sampling frame with a sample plot of 10 x 10 km at each 
one degree by one degree intersect of the latitude and 
longitude. This will give us around 13.500 plots worldwide 
or a sampling intensity of about 1% - enough to give us 
statistically valid information at the regional, biome and 
global levels. The aim is to obtain consistent information on 
changes in forest area over time and space as well as more 
detailed information on land use changes. The main source 
of imagery is Landsat, which is now freely available, and 
we aim to cover four points in time: 1975, 1990, 2000 and 
2005.  
 
We will not be generating information at country level – the 
number of samples in each country is too small – but will 
involve countries in the actual interpretation of the imagery  

http://www.unece.org/trade/timber/strategic_review/2007-2008/strategic-review.htm
http://www.unece.org/trade/timber/strategic_review/2007-2008/strategic-review.htm
mailto:franziska.hirsch@unece.org
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and validation of the results for two reasons: Firstly, it will 
result in better estimates since local knowledge is needed to 
transform the initial land cover classification into the land 
use classes used by the FRA process and secondly, we will 
use the opportunity to also strengthen the capacity to use 
remote sensing in developing countries so that they may be 
able to use the same framework and methodology to set up a 
national forest monitoring system which includes the use of 
remote sensing techniques. 
 
Where do you see the major challenges for the 
UNECE region in the context of FRA 2010 reporting? 
 
The first major challenge is to motivate the countries to 
report, since most of the countries have only recently 
finished reporting for The State of Europe’s Forests 2007 
and that, in turn, came soon after the FRA 2005 reporting 
requirement. The reporting burden on countries in the 
UNECE is thus substantial. On a positive note, FAO, the 
UNECE and the MCPFE have been working closely 
together to harmonize the definitions and variables used for 
reporting so much of the information requested is the same. 
In addition, we have prefilled the country reports with 
existing information, which may be helpful for some tables 
– especially where there is no new information available. 
 
Secondly, some of the new variables are going to be a 
challenge – in particular the request to estimate the area of 
forest under sustainable forest management. However, since 
countries are requested to provide this information both to 
the CBD and the UNFF, we need to start tackling this issue. 
As a start, we are asking countries to not only provide us 
with this estimate but also to describe what criteria they 
have used to determine the size of this area and what 
methodology they used to generate the data. We hope that 
this will generate some interesting and useful discussions in 
the forthcoming regional workshops as well as nationally. 
 

 
US HOUSING CRASH CAUSES CRISIS 

IN UNECE REGION 
 

From a high of over 2 million housing starts in 2006, only 1 
million are forecast in 2008 in the United States. This huge 
drop has caused a crisis in wood products markets in the 
US, and in all countries which export to the US. The 
forthcoming UNECE/FAO Forest Products Annual Market 
Review, 2007-2008 analyzes the market crisis. 
 
The year 2007 was truly a year of deep contrast. New 
residential construction fell 17% in value in 2007. In 
contrast, non-residential markets posted gains of 15% in 
2007 following 12% gains in 2006. Residential repair and 
remodelling (R&M) was less volatile. Over the next several 
years, most forecasters expect new residential construction 
to bottom in 2008, but a full recovery is not expected before 
2010.  
 
What’s behind the crisis? The bubble in construction and 
house prices which collapsed in 2006 was driven by many 
factors – record low interest rates; lax lending standards; 
proliferation of sub-prime mortgages, many of which were  

 
of the adjustable variety which reset periodically and 
imprudent and unrealistic home buyers. Eventually, prices 
were far beyond realistically affordable levels, and, 
mortgage rates started increasing in response to US Federal 
Reserve rate increases and inflation concerns. This caused 
demand to slow dramatically, driving up inventories of both 
new homes and existing homes, eventually reaching a 
historically high 10 month supply. This caused prices to 
begin a downward spiral that will probably continue until 
homes are more affordable to a larger share of the home 
buying population.  
 
Foreclosures are at record numbers at time of writing, and 
that is adding to inventories of existing homes while 
builders try to reduce inventories of new homes by cutting 
back on starts.  
 
How does this affect the markets? Considering the fact that 
70% of sawnwood and panels in North America in 2007 
went into residential construction (new construction plus 
remodelling), the collapse of construction has caused a 
crisis in wood product markets. Sawn softwood and panel 
prices correlate directly with housing starts. With the 
downturn in housing, both lumber and panel production and 
prices have collapsed. North American sawn softwood 
production in 2007 was down 14% from the 2005 peak, and 
prices for framing sawnwood were down 30% from their 
2004 peak. Panel production fell 11% from 2005 and 
composite structural panel prices dropped 35% from 2004 
(Random Lengths, 2008). In North America prices in 2008 
were even weaker, mill curtailments are widespread, and 
some companies just will not make it through the current 
downturn. With the weak US dollar, European exporters 
have turned to other markets. Canada’s dollar rose to equal 
the US dollar, and with the US market downturn, Canadian 
production is down, and exporters are seeking other 
markets. 
 

 
 

United States housing starts, 2005-2008 
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Note: SAAR = Seasonally adjusted annual rate. 
Source: US Bureau of the Census, 2008a. 

 

Source: Chapter 3 on economic and construction 
developments in the UNECE region, UNECE/FAO Forest 
Products Annual Market Review, 2007-2008, to be 
published at the end of July, 2008. 
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Staff Changes 
 
Roman Michalak has joined the Timber Division as the 
Forest Resources Officer to replace Alexander Korotkov. 
After completing his studies from Warsaw's Faculty of 
Forestry, Roman worked as a forest surveyor and field 
forester. Roman then worked for the Polish Forest Research 
Institute, specializing in the inventory and analysis of forest 
resources. In 1996 he wrote his doctorate thesis on the 
application of Geographical Information Systems in 
forestry. From 2004 to 2007 Roman acted as a member of 
the Warsaw MCPFE Liaison Unit, where he was 
responsible for the coordination of activities related to 
forestry economics and climate change. Since 1995 Roman 
has been working closely with the UNECE, serving as 
national correspondent and through participating in the 
UNECE/FAO Team of Specialists on Forest Resources 
Assessment. He has also contributed to the preparatory 
process of the MCPFE/UNECE/FAO report on State of 
Europe's Forest 2007.  
 
Eve Charles has joined the section as the new Research 
Assistant to replace Helena Guarin. Before joining the 
Timber Division, Eve worked for the Borneo Tropical 
Rainforest Foundation; an environmental NGO specialized 
in the long-term protection and management of Borneo’s 
critically threatened rainforests. She then took a position 
with the International Risk Governance Council, an 
independent organization based at the Environment House 
in Geneva, whose core mission is to help the understanding 
and management of global risks that impact on human 
health and safety, the environment, the economy and society 
at large. Eve is currently completing an International 
Environmental Law Diploma with the UNITAR. 
 
Florian Steierer, Ph.D. student at Hamburg University re-
joins the Timber Section. He spent the last year on research 
on wood resource balances at Professor Mantau’s Institute 
of Wood and Forest Economics. His experience and former 
work on wood energy statistics will help us to conduct 
successfully the second edition of the Joint Wood Energy 
Enquiry. Hence, Florian will be in close contact with our 
national statistical correspondents on wood energy issues. 
 
 

THE JOINT WOOD ENERGY ENQUIRY ‘08 
 

The UNECE/FAO Timber Section launched the JWEE ’08 
and to collect detailed information on sources and uses of 
wood energy in member countries for the reference year 
2007. It is expected that results of this second edition will 
be comparable to former results and may hence provide 
more insight into developments of wood energy markets 
since 2005. 
 
The data collection uses a cross-sectoral approach and 
interested specialist from forestry, energy and waste 
sectors are invited to contact the secretariat.  

For more information, please write to: 
woodenergy.timber@unece.org

 

 

CURRENT AND UPCOMING MEETINGS 
• Geneva, 9-10 September, Harvested Wood Products in 
the Context of Climate Change Policy 

• Timisoara, Romania, 16-17 (18) September, Modern 
Wood Energy Systems and Markets – an opportunity 
for South-East Europe 

• Rome and Brussels, 20-24 October, European Forest 
Week 

• Geneva, 12-13 November , Ministerial Conference for 
the Protection of Forests in Europe (MCPFE), Expert 
Level Meeting 

• Křtiny, Czech Republic, Enhancing the Contribution 
of Forest Management to Sustainable Development in 
Eastern European and Central Asian countries 
(November - date to be confirmed) 
 

WORKSHOP ON HARVESTED WOOD  
PRODUCTS IN THE CONTEXT OF  
CLIMATE CHANGE MITIGATION 

 
UNECE/FAO Timber Section in co-operation with the 
Swiss Government (FOEN) and MCPFE will hold a two-
day workshop on 9-10 September 2008. 
 
The workshop will provide information on carbon storage 
and substitution effects of Harvested Wood Products 
(HWP). Core principles of HWP accounting and national 
experiences will be presented. On the second day 
opportunities and impacts of HWP accounting for different 
stakeholders will be discussed.  

For further information, the detailed programme and 
registration please visit the workshop's webpage:  

www.unece.org/trade/timber/workshops/2008/hwp/
 

Did You Know …  
 
The world’s oldest recorded tree is a 9,550 year old spruce 
in the Dalarna province of Sweden. The spruce tree is a 
tenacious survivor that has endured by growing between 
erect trees and smaller bushes in pace with the dramatic 
climate changes over time.  
 
Swedish Scientists found four “generations” of spruce 
remains in the form of cones and wood produced from the 
highest grounds. The discovery showed trees of 375, 5,660, 
9,000 and 9,550 years old and everything displayed clear 
signs that they have the same genetic makeup as the trees 
above them. Since spruce trees can multiply with root 
penetrating branches, they can produce exact copies, or 
clones. The tree now growing above the finding place and 
the wood pieces dating 9,550 years have the same genetic 
material. 
 
Press release from Umea University: 
http://www.info.umu.se/NYHETER/PressmeddelandeEng
.aspx?id=3061

mailto:woodenergy.timber@unece.org_
http://www.unece.org/trade/timber/workshops/2008/hwp/
http://www.info.umu.se/NYHETER/PressmeddelandeEng.aspx?id=3061
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