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Meeting Report 

 
The meeting was called to order by Eoin O’Driscoll (acting chair); members of the secretariat, Paola Deda, 
Douglas Clark and Matt Fonseca welcomed the Team to Geneva. The Team Leader, Rich Vlosky, was not able 
to attend. 
  
1. Adoption of the agenda 
 
The agenda was approved without changes. 
 
2. 2011-2012 Achievements and 2012-2013 Goals  
 
Eoin started the discussion by reading the mandate of the team and stating that the activity of the team had 
been limited except for the 13 April 2011 workshop on banning illegal logging; the reader’s survey on the 
Forest Products Annual Market Review, which was done by Chris Gaston; and last year’s meeting in Antalya. 
The lack of funds and secretariat staff was also cited as a limiting factor during the last year.  
 
Eoin mentioned the success of the illegal logging workshop and that this success could be replicated by 
keeping our goals within the mandate and not overly ambitious, i.e., one well organized and executed 
workshop per year. Matt Fonseca relayed the message from the Team leader, Richard Vlosky, that funding and 
priority be given to capacity building workshops in eastern Europe. All were in agreement that this should 
remain a priority. Rich’s point about funding was also echoed by other members. Jeremy Wall stated that while 
funding is a concern, having willing volunteers to do the work has been a bigger limiting factor. 
 
Paola Deda, Forestry and Timber Section Chief, acknowledged this challenge and mentioned that actively 
seeking funding sources and partnerships needs to be the way forward, as UN funding is extremely limited. 
Paola did mention, however, that progress was being made to fill the vacated marketing position within the 
secretariat and that this will go a long way toward providing more secretariat support for the work of the Team. 
Eduard Akim cited the success of the EU-Russian cooperation via the “Russian and European Forest 
Technological Platform” in the field of biotechnology as an example of a successful partnership that could 
possibly be utilized by the Team.  
 
The Team’s websites were discussed briefly. It was noted that the Current Issues website is currently a bit out of 
date. This site is hosted by Louisiana State University. We also have the UNECE website, which currently carries 
meeting documents and the Team’s activities. Eoin will discuss options with the Rich Vlosky and the Secretariat.  
 
3. Subgroup Reports: 2011-2012 Achievements and 2012-2013 Goals 
 
The subgroups were inactive last year and given this fact, a motion was made to disband the subgroups as they 
currently exist and reform groups on an as-needed basis going forward. The motion was carried. There will be 
further discussion regarding task-oriented groups in future. The acting chair suggested that in light of earlier 
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discussions regarding focussing work towards a meaningful capacity building workshop in 2013 that the 
activity of the ToS be focussed on such a task.  
 
4. Role of the Team in producing the FPAMR 
 
There was significant discussion surrounding the role of the Team in producing the FPAMR. It was noted and 
recognized that many of the Team members currently contribute directly to the production of the FPAMR as 
authors. It was also mentioned that the reader’s survey which was done by Chris Gaston last year was 
extremely helpful and that the FPAMR production team implemented the vast majority of the suggested 
changes.  The Team made a number of suggestions for next year’s Review, including the following: 
 

 Form a “Core Group” within the ToS for steering the Forest Products Market Review. 
 Utilize a standardized template for the authors so that it is easier to integrate the work from 

contributing authors and can be organized in a structure other than by subregion if so decided.    
 Shorten the length of the Review, with the aim to make it still descriptive and informative, but to focus 

on the most important events and trends. 
 Include more tabular data in the chapters and less description of trends that can be seen in the tables.  
 Consider integrating the Policy, Carbon and Innovation chapters into the Overview and remaining 

chapters. 
 Have a subtitle for the Review. 
 Include a special chapter on the “Forest Sector in the Green Economy”. 
 
 

5. Team’s mandate and structure  
 
The mandate was discussed and Eoin suggested a simple mandate: “to enhance the use of wood and assist in 
guiding the FPAMR”. Sylvain Labbé said that we should specifically “position wood as a sustainable forest 
product”.  Paola mentioned that the mandate and terms of reference will need to be linked with the Forestry 
and Timber Section Programme of Work. Eoin agreed to lead this work.  
 
The current structure was discussed and it was decided to disband the current structure of subgroups with a 
review of what is needed going forward to occur at a later date. Nominations were taken for team leader and 
voted on, with Eoin O’Driscoll elected as the new Team Leader. Jeremy Wall was also nominated and elected 
as a new Deputy Team Leader.  
 
There was some discussion on who is eligible and how people can join the team. Many members were officially 
nominated by UNECE region Member States but others are members who were invited based on their interest in the 
work and willingness to contribute.  The Secretariat agreed to clarify this and put in a written communication.    
 
As mentioned in agenda item 2, the Team will focus on conducting a workshop on a worthy and relevant topic 
and in assisting with the production of the Forest Products Annual Market Review. Jeremy mentioned that we 
should consider going outside of our forestry group to hold a workshop together with the architectural 
community on a topic such as specifying wood. 
 
A core group was formed to strategize a work plan. This includes Isabelle Brose, Sylvain Labbé, Douglas 
Clark, Peter Moonen, Branko Glavonjic, Jeremy Wall and Eoin O’Driscoll 
 
 The group expressed its appreciation of the contribution of Rich Vlosky through his active leadership of the 
Team and the Team website that he put together. 
 
 
6. Future Team Meetings 
 
To be decided.
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