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CH-1211 Geneva 10
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6 August 2007

To: Heads of Timber Committee delegations
Subject: Country market statements for Timber Committee Market Discussions
Written country market statements are an important basis for the first joint UNECE Timber Committee and International Softwood Conference Market Discussions, along with countries market forecasts for 2007 and 2008. The discussions will be held on 8-9 October 2007 at the Palais des Nations in Geneva. There are two themes: 1) “wood energy and wood mobilization,” and 2) “softwood”. The first theme links to the 10 October UNECE/FAO policy forum on “Opportunities and impacts of bioenergy policies and targets on the forest and other sectors: What is the future contribution of wood to meeting the UNECE region’s energy needs?” The second theme is in conjunction with the interests of the International Softwood Conference. We ask you to consider these themes when writing your country market statement.

Please prepare your country market statement together with your country’s delegation for the International Softwood Conference (ISC). If you are unsure who is leading that delegation, either see the attached list, or for “user/importer” delegations, you may contact the organizers in the Belgian Timber Importers Federation at info@boisimport.be. You may also contact the European Organisation of the Sawmill Industries for heads of “producer/exporter” delegations at eos@cei-bois.org. The combination with the ISC will bring new events to the traditional market discussions. As a delegate to the Timber Committee you may freely participate in the UNECE market discussions, policy forum and other agenda items. If you wish to participate in the ISC events (softwood producer and softwood user discussions, field trip, lunches, gala dinner) you may do so through separate registration and payment via http://www.boisimport.be/isc/

Recent policy measures

The Joint FAO/UNECE Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics noted the desirability for the Timber Committee of “including policy dimensions and requesting countries to report on these in their country market statements.” Therefore, you are requested to inform the Committee of government and industry policy measures taken in your country over the past 18 months, which might have a bearing on trade and markets of forest products. You should not confine yourself to forest sector measures, as policies for other sectors frequently have more influence on the market conditions. The following policy measures are treated in the Forest Products Annual Market Review, 2006-2007 (see http://www.unece.org/trade/timber/docs/fpama/2007/fpamr2007.htm): 

· Policy dilemmas due to rising bioenergy demand. 

· Rising demand for wood energy

· Bioenergy for greenhouse gas reduction

· Impacts of carbon trading

· Biofuels stimulating forest industry investment

· Sustainable mobilization of more wood
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· Trade trends and policy issues.

· China’s trade effects on UNECE region

· Forest law enforcement, governance and trade

· US and Canada Softwood Lumber Agreement

· Reducing the forest sector’s footprint worldwide.
· Russian certification programmes

· Corporate social responsibility

· Russian forest-sector reform: a new forest code and export regime.

· Research and development policies.
If any of these are appropriate for your country, please mention them in your report.

Market drivers

The UNECE/FAO Team of Specialists on Forest Products Markets and Marketing seeks to improve the quality and response rate of the country market statements. They ask that you report on the market drivers which are positively or negatively affecting your country’s forest products markets.

Common format

The requested format is attached to this letter. Further information on the organisation of the discussions is given in “Forest Products Market Developments in 2007 and Prospects for 2008” (ECE/TIM/2007/6), which may be found along with other documents at: http://www.unece.org/trade/timber/docs/tc-sessions/tc-65/tc-65.htm

You may also find additional information about the Market Discussions in the explanatory notes of the provisional agenda document.

Submission and timing

Your country market statement should be sent to us by 11 September 2007, by e-mail to info.timber@unece.org in order to be posted on the website before the session. Advance electronic versions enable both the secretariat and delegates to read statements before the session. Unfortunately statements received late for the session are frequently not read, which is a loss for the authors and the readers. Delegations are reminded to also send 200 printed copies of their country market statement to the UNECE/FAO Timber Section. If it is not possible to post all 200 copies by the deadline, delegations are requested to bring them to Geneva and give them to the secretariat before 1000 on 8 October (Salle XVIII) (please note that copying cannot be done at the session). Statements may be submitted in any of the official UNECE languages: English, French or Russian.

Thank you in advance for participating in the Timber Committee Market Discussions and in preparing your market statements and forecasts. We look forward to seeing you in Geneva!

Sincerely yours,
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Ed Pepke

Forest Products Marketing Specialist

UNECE/FAO Timber Section

Trade and Timber Division
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Annex 1

REQUested format for tIMBER COMMITTEE

country market statements

Written market statements are traditionally organized like the market discussions. It is suggested that the following subjects be addressed, where appropriate, for the current year as well as for the next year’s forecast. Following this format will facilitate the uploading and reading of the electronic statements.

1. General economic trends affecting the forest and forest industries sector (brief description)

2. Policy measures taken in your country over the past 18 months, which might have a bearing on trade and markets of forest products or forest management

3. Market drivers

4. Developments in forest products markets sectors (major emphasis)

a. Wood raw materials (e.g. roundwood: sawlogs, pulpwood and fuelwood)

b. Wood energy, with a focus on government policies promoting wood energy

c. Certified forest products

d. Value-added wood products

e. Sawn softwood

f. Sawn hardwood (temperate and tropical)

g. Wood-based panels (particle board, fibreboard and MDF, OSB, plywood)

h. Pulp and paper

5. Tables

a. Economic indicators

b. Forest products production and trade in 2006, 2007 and 2008

Annexe 1

MODÈLE DE PRÉSENTATION PROPOSÉE POUR LES EXPOSÉS DES PAYS

SUR LE MARCHÉ POUR LE COMITÉ DU BOIS

Les exposés écrits sur le marché suivent généralement l’ordre du débat sur le marché. Il est proposé d’examiner les thèmes ci-après, s’il y a lieu, pour l’année en cours et dans le cadre des prévisions relatives à l’année suivante. Le téléchargement et la lecture des exposés présentés sous forme électronique seront facilités si l’on suit ce modèle de présentation.

1. Tendances économiques générales touchant le secteur des forêts et des industries forestières (brève description)

2. Politiques adoptées dans votre pays pendant les 18 mois précédents en ce qui concernent le commerce et les marchés des produits forestiers ou la gérance des forêts

3. Moteurs du marché

4. Évolution des marchés des produits forestiers (description détaillée)

a. Matière première bois (Bois ronds, y compris les grumes de sciage et le bois de trituration)

b. Bois d’énergie, et surtout les politiques qui ont promu l’énergie de bois

c. Produits forestiers certifiés

d. Produits à valeur-ajoutés et produits transformés dérivés du bois

e. Sciages résineux

f. Sciages feuillus (tempérés et tropicaux)

g. Panneaux dérivés du bois (panneaux de particules, panneaux de fibres, y compris MDF, OSB, contreplaqués)

h. Pâte à papier et papier

5. Tableaux

a. Indicateurs économiques

b. Production et commerce des produits forestiers en 2006, 2007 et 2008
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Annex 2
ISC Guests

Mr. Sylvain Labbé
Quebec Wood Export Bureau, Canada
slabbe@quebecwoodexport.com
+1 418 650 6385

Mr. Harijs Jordans
Latvian Timber Exporters' Association
Riga Latvia
agnese.berzina@latvianwood.lv
+371 706-7369
Mr. Michael O'Halloran
Western Wood Products Association
Portland, Oregon, USA
mohalloran@wwpa.org
+1 503 224-3930
Mr. Nicholas Kent
North American Wholesale Lumber Assocation
Rolling Meadows, Illinois, USA
nrkent@nawla.org
+1 847 870-7470

EOS Heads of Delegation

Mag. Christian Rebernig
Fachverband der Holzindustrie Österreichs
Wien, Austria
rebernig@saege.at; office@saege.at
+43 1 712 260 115
Mr. François Ruchenne
Fédération Nationale des Scieries
Bruxelles, Belgium
francois.ruchenne@yucom.be
+32 2 219 27 43
Mr. Jiri Korinek  

Czech Association of Entrepreneurs in Forestry
Praha, Czech Republic
jiri.korinek@caplh.cz
+420 2 20517137
Ms. Aila Janatuinen
Finnish Forest Industries Federation
Helsinki, Finland
aila.janatuinen@forestindustries.fi
Mr. Pierre Verneret
Fédération Nationale du Bois
Paris, France
pierre.verneret@fnbois.com; pvport@fnbois.com
+33 1 56695200
Mr. Hasso von Pogrell
Verband der deutschen Säge und Holzindustrie
Wiesbaden, Germany
pogrell@saegeindustrie.de
+49 611 977 060
Mr. Sebastiano Cerullo
Assolegno
Federlegno-Arredo
Milano, Italy
assoimballaggi@federlegno.it
+39 02 80604373
Mr. Filippo Perrone Donnorso
Federlegno-Arredo
Brussels, Belgium
f.perronedonnorso@federlegno.be
+32 2 286 12 27
Mr. Knut Einar Fjulsrud
Treindustrien
Oslo, Norway
knut.fjulsrud@trelast.no
+47 22 96 59 01
Mr. Ioan Sbera
Associatia Forestielor Din România
Bukarest, Romania
asfor@rdslink.ro
+40212323146
Ms. Olga Shupenia
Union of Timber Manufacturers and Exporters
Moscow Russian Federation
olga.shupenia@telecall.ru
+7 4952081172 / +7 4952080144
Mr. Sergej Igritsky
Union of Timber Manufacturers and Exporters
Russian Federation
sti1955@mail.ru
+7 9029290080
Mr. Bertil Stener
Swedish Forest Industries Federation
Stockholm, Sweden
bertil.stener@forestindustries.se
+4687627965
Mr. Hans R. Streiff
Schweizerischer Sägerei und Holzindustrieverband
Bern, Switzerland
streiff@holz-bois.ch
+41 31 3508989
UCBR Heads of Delegation

Mr. Morten Bjorner
Danish Timber Federation

Lyngby, Denmark
dktimber@dktimber.dk
Mr. Eric Boilley
Le Commerce du Bois

Paris, France
lecommercedubois@wanadoo.fr
Mr. Klaus Schwarz
Gesamtverband Deutscher Holzhandel E.V.

Berlin, Germany
schwarz@gd-holz.de
Mr. G. Papanastasiou
Timber Importers Association of Greece

info@xylemboria.gr
Mr. M. Alfano
Federazione Nazionale del Commercianti del Legno
fedecomlegno@federlegno.it
Mr. A. De Boer
Vereiniging Van Nederlandse Houtondernemingen

Utrecht, Netherlands
info@vvnh.nl
Mr. Alberto Romero
Asociacion Espanola de Importadores de Madera

Madrid, Spain
aeim@aeim.org
Mr. Nick Boulton

London, UK
Timber Trade Federation
nboulton@ttf.co.uk, ajroby@ttf.co.uk

